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Outline 
 
1. Jesus' Birth:  Introduction 

A. Preparation for His birth 
1). His Divine Title  Mark 1:1  
2). His Divine Flesh  John 1:1-18   
3). His Lineage  Matt 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38 
4). His Story  Luke 1:1-4   

B. A New Born King is Worshipped 
1). An Answered Prayer  Luke 1:5-25 
2). An Angel's Message to a Virgin  Luke 1:26-38 
3). Two Women Rejoice  Luke 1:39-56 
4). Clearing a Path  Luke 1:57-80 
5). Call Him Jesus  Matt 1:18-25 
6). Good News of Great Joy  Luke 2:1-20 
7). Simeon and Anna  Luke 2:21-39 
8). Gifts for a King  Matt 2:1-12 
9). Escape to Egypt  Matt 2:13-23 
10). A Missing Child  Luke 2:41-52 

C. His Baptism and Temptation 
1). A Voice in the Wilderness  Matt 3:1-12; Mark 1:2-8; Luke 3:1-18 
2). A Voice from Heaven  Matt 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-38 
3). The Temptations  Matt 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13 
4). Behold, the Lamb  John 1:19-34 
5). Jesus Chooses Five Disciples  John 1:35-51 
6). Jesus' First Miracle  John 2:1-12 (1-35MM) 

2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 
A. His Work Begins in Judea 

1). First Cleansing of the Temple  John 2:13-23 
2). Jesus Teaches the New Birth  John 2:23-3:21 
3). John the Baptist's Tribute to Jesus  John 3:22-36 
4). The Woman at the Well  Matt 4:12; Mark 1:14; Luke 3:19-20; John 4:1-42 

B. The Twelve Are Chosen and He Moves to Galilee 
1). The Nobleman's Son is Healed  John 4:43-54 (2-35MM) 
2). Rejection at Nazareth  Luke 4:14-30 
3). Giving the News to Capernaum  Matt 4:13-17; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:31a 
4). Fishing for People  Matt 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20 
5). Casting Out an Unclean Spirit  Mark 1:21, 23-28; Luke 4:31b, 33-37 (3-35MM) 
6). Healing Hands  Matt 4:23; 8:14-17; Mark 1:29-39; Luke 4:38-44 (4-35MM) 
7). The First Miraculous Catch  Luke 5:1-11 (5-35MM) 
8). Jesus Heals a Leper  Matt 8:2-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-16 (6-35MM) 
9). A Paralytic Is Forgiven and Healed  Matt 9:2-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26 (7-35MM) 
10). Matthew Is Enlisted  Matt 9:9-17; Mark 2:13-22; Luke 5:27-39 

3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 
A. The Sermon on the Mount 

1). Lord of the Sabbath  Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 
2). A Crippled Hand  Matt 12:9-15a; Mark 3:1-7a; Luke 6:6-11 (8-35MM) 
3). Choosing the Twelve  Matt 4:24-25; 10:2-4; 12:15b-21 Mark 3:7b-19b; Luke 6:12-19 
4). Teaching on the Mountain  Matt 5:1-12; Luke 6:20-26 
5). Salt of the Earth  Matt 5:13-20 
6). Right to the Heart  Matt 5:21-37 
7). Love Your Enemies  Matt 5:38-48; Luke 6:27-36 
8). No Parading of Good Deeds  Matt 6:1-18 
9). Treasures in Heaven  Matt 6:19-24 
10). A Father's Care  Matt 6:25-34; Luke 12:22b-31 
11). Humility, Generosity and Wisdom  Matt 7:1-12; Luke 6:37-42 
12). The Proof of Discipleship  Matt 7:13-20; Luke 43-45 
13). Building on the Rock  Matt 7:21-29; Mark 1:21-22; Luke 4:32; 6:46–7:1 
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B. Parables 

1). A Centurion's Faith  Matt 8:1,5-13; Luke 7:1-10  (9-35MM) 
2). Raising the Son of Nain's Widow  Luke 7:11-17  (10-35MM) 
3). Jesus and John the Baptist  Matt 11:2-19; Luke 7:18-35 
4). Jesus Anointed by an Outcast Woman  Luke 7:36-50 
5). Preach the Kingdom  Luke 8:1-3 
6). Parable of the Sower  Matt 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4c-15 
7). Parable of the Lamp  Mark 4:21-25; Luke 8:16-17 
8). An Eternal Sin  Matt 12:22-50; Mark 3:19b-35; Luke 8:19-21 
9). The Wheat and the Tares  Matt 13:24-30 
10). Harvest, Mustard and Yeast  Matt 13:31-35; Mark 4:26-34; Luke 13:18-21 
11). The Kingdom Explained  Matt 13:36-52 

C. Miracles 
1). Calming the Storm  Matt 8:18, 23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25 (12-35MM) 
2). Conquering Demons  Matt 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39 (13-35MM) 
3). Faith and Healing  Matt 9:1,18-34; Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56 (14,15,16,17-35MM) 
4). Do You Want to Get Well?    John 5:1-18 (18-35MM) 
5). From Death to Life  John 5:19-47 
6). Refusing to Believe  Matt 13:53-58; Mark 6:1-6a 

D. The Twelve Sent Out 
1). Workers in the Harvest  Matt 9:35–10:16; 10:24–11:1; Mark 6:6b-13; Luke 9:1-6 
2). John the Baptist Is Martyred  Matt 14:1-13a; Mark 6:14-32; Luke 9:7-10 
3). Feeding of the Five Thousand  Matt 14:13b-23; Mark 6:33-46; Luke 9:10-17; John 

6:1-15  (19-35MM) 
4). Walking on the Sea  Matt 14:24-36; Mark 6:47-56; John 6:16-25  (20-35MM) 

4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 
A. The Bread of Life 

1). The Bread of Life  John 6:22-40 
2). True Food, True Drink  John 6:41-58 
3). Many Walk Away  John 6:59-71 
4). Man's Traditions versus God's Commands  Matt 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23; John 7:1 
5). Crumbs from the Table  Matt 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30 (21-35MM) 
6). Open Up!  Matt 15:29-31; Mark 7:31-37 (22-35MM) 
7). Feeding the Four Thousand Gentiles  Matt 15:32-38; Mark 8:1-9 (23-35MM) 
8). A Demand for a Miracle  Matt 15:39-16:12; Mark 8:10-26 (24-35MM) 

B. The Good Shepherd 
1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36 

a. Divided Opinions about Jesus  7:11-13   
b. Jesus’ Teaching about Knowing  7:14-18   
c. Jesus’ Warning about Judgment  7:19-24   
d. Jesus’ Claim about His Source  7:25-31   
e. Jesus’ Prophecy about His Future  7:32-36   

3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1 
a. The Promise of the Holy Spirit  7:37-39   
b. The Divisions of the People  7:40-44   
c. The Insecurity of the Leaders  7:45-8:1   

4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29 

a. Jesus Is the Light  8:12-20   
b. He Pleases the Father  8:21-29   

6). The Truth Will Set You Free  John 8:30-37 
a. True Disciples  8:30-33   
b. True Freedom  8:34-37   

7). Who Do You Think You Are?  John 8:38-59 
8). A Man Born Blind  John 9:1-12 (25-35MM) 
9). Kicked Out of the Synagogue  John 9:13-34 
10). Lord, I Believe  John 9:35-41 
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11). The Good Shepherd  John 10:1-21 
a. The Illustration  John 10:1-6 
b. The Explanation  John 10:7-18 
c. The Conversation  John 10:19-21 

12). Threatened with Stoning  John 10:22-42 
a. The Question and Answer  John 10:22-30 
b. The Response and Proof  John 10:31-39 
c. The Return to John’s Area  John 10:40-42 

5. Jesus' Ministry Focuses:  Year Four  32-33 A.D. 
A. Evangelism 

1). Who Do You Say I Am?  Matt 16:13-20; Mark 8:27-30; Luke 9:18-21 
2). He Must Die  Matt 16:21-28; Mark 8:31-9:1; Luke 9:22-27 
3). The Transfiguration  Matt 17:1-13; Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36 
4). A Father in Tears  Matt 17:14-21; Mark 9:14-29; Luke 9:37-43a (26-35MM) 
5). Predicting His Death  Matt 17:22-27; Mark 9:30-32; Luke 9:43b-45  (27-35MM) 
6). Who Is the Greatest?  Matt 18:1-14; Mark 9:33-50; Luke 9:46-50 
7). Sin and Forgiveness  Matt 18:15-19:2; Mark 10:1 

a. Church Discipline  Matt 18:15-18 
b. Church Prayer  Matt 18:19-20 
c. Church Forgiveness  Matt 18:21-22 
d. Illustration  Matt 18:23-35; Mark 10:1 

8). Toward Jerusalem  Matt 8:19-22; Luke 9:51-62 
a. The Sons of Thunder  Luke 9:51-56 
b. The Cost of Discipleship  Matt 8:19-22; Luke 9:57-62 

B. Sending Out the Seventy 
1). Like Lambs among Wolves  Matt 11:20-30; Luke 10:1-24 

a. Be Sent  Luke 10:1-4 
b. Be Led  Luke Matt 11:20; 10:5-12 
c. Be Clear  Luke Matt 11:21-24; 10:13-16  
d. Be Guarded  Luke 10:17-20 
e. Be Humbled  Matt 11:25-30; Luke 10:21-22;  
f. Be Alert  Luke 10:23-24 

2). Who Is My Neighbor?  Luke 10:25-37 
3). The Good Part  Luke 10:38-42 
4). Teach Us to Pray  Luke 11:1-13 
5). Demons and the Kingdom of God  Luke 11:14-36; Matt 12:38-42 
6). His Enemies Inflamed  Luke 11:37-54 
7). Nothing Can Be Hidden  Luke 12:1-12 
8). On Guard against Greed  Luke 12:13-21 
9). Be Ready!  Matt 24:43-44; Luke 12:22-40 

C. His Work Continues 
1). Much Will Be Required  Matt 10:34-36; Luke 12:41-53 
2). A Fruitless Tree  Luke 12:54-59; 13:1-9 
3). Set Free on the Sabbath  Luke 13:10-17  (28-35MM) 
4). A Door Shut Tight  Luke 13:18-35 
5). Dinner at a Pharisee's Home  Luke 14:1-24 (29-35MM) 

a. The Atmosphere of Legalism  Luke 14:1-6 
b. The Politics of Legalism  Luke 14:7-11 
c. The True Application of the Law  Luke 14:12-14 
d. The Parable of the Dinner Party  Luke 14:15-24 

6). Calculate the Cost  Luke 14:25-35 
7). A Lost Sheep, a Lost Coin  Luke 15:1-10 
8). A Lost Son  Luke 15:11-32 
9). Use Wealth Wisely  Luke 16:1-13 
10). To Those Who Loved Money  Luke 16:14-31 

D. Jesus is the “I AM” 
1). Sin, Faith and Duty  Luke 17:1-10 
2). Ten Lepers  Luke 17:11-19 (30-35MM) 
3). He Will Come Like Lightning  Luke 17:20-37 
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4). Will He Find Faith?  Luke 18:1-8 
5). Two Men's Prayers in Contrast  Luke 18:9-14 
6). Divorce  Matt 19:3-12; Mark 10:2-12 
7). Let the Children Come  Matt 19:13-15a; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17 
8). A Friend Is Dead  John 11:1-16 
9). Come Out!  John 11:17-44 (31-35MM) 
10). Plotting His Death  John 11:45-57 

E. His Work Concludes 
1). Wealthy and Sad  Matt 19:15b-26; Mark 10:17-27; Luke 18:18-27 
2). Promised Rewards  Matt 19:27–20:16; Mark 10:28-31; Luke 18:28-30 
3). Are You Able?  Matt 20:17-28; Mark 10:32-45; Luke 18:31-34 
4). Wanting to See  Matt 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35–19:10 (32-35MM) 
5). Parable of Money Usage  Luke 19:11-27 

6. Jesus' Triumph:  The Final Week and Consummation 
A. The Triumphal Entry  

1). Anointed for Burial  Matt 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 22:1; John 11:55-12:11 
2). Messiah Enters Jerusalem  Matt 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:29-44; John 12:12-19 
3). Leaves, But Not Fruit  Matt 21:12-22; Mark 11:12-26; Luke 19:45-46 (33-35MM) 
4). His Authority Is Challenged  Matt 21:23-27; Mark 11:27-33; Luke 20:1-8 
5). A Rejected Stone  Matt 21:28-46; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 19:47-48; 29:9-18 
6). A Prince's Wedding Banquet  Matt 22:1-14 
7). Give God What Is God's  Matt 22:15-22; Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:19-26 

B. Final Teachings 
1). A Marriage Puzzle  Matt 22:23-33; Mark 12:18-27; Luke 20:27-40 
2). The Greatest Commandment  Matt 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34 
3). The Tough Question  Matt 22:41-46;  Mark 12:35-37; Luke 20:41-44 
4). Blind Guides  Matt 23:1-39; Mark 12:38-40; Luke 20:45-47; 21:38 

a. Warnings in the Temple  Mark 12:38-40; Luke 20:45-47; 21:38 
b. Importance of Servanthood  Matt 23:1-12 
c. Seven Woes  Matt 23:13-36 
d. Jesus’ Lament over Jerusalem  Matt 23:37-39 

5). A Poor Widow's Gift  Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4 
6). Greatly Distressed  John 12:20-36a 
7). Seeing God  John 12:36b-50 
8). The Olivet Discourse  Matt 24:1-51; Mark 13:1-37; Luke 21:5-36 

a. The Prophecy of the Destruction of Jerusalem  Matt 24:1-2; Mark 13:1-2; 
Luke 21:5-6 

b. Questions by the Disciples  Matt 24:3; Mark 13:3-4; Luke 21:7 
c. Warnings  Matt 24:4-6; Mark 13:5-7; Luke 21:8-9 
d. Prophecy of Persecutions Matt 24:7-14; Mark 13:8-13; Luke 21:10-19 
e. Specific Prophecies of the Destruction of Jerusalem  Luke 21:20-24 
f. Prophecies of the Tribulation  Matt 24:15-28; Mark 13:14-23 
g. Prophecies of the Second Advent  Matt 24:29-31; Mark 13:24-27; Luke 

21:25-28 
h. Parable of the Fig Tree  Matt 24:32-36; Mark 13:28-32; Luke 21:29-33 cf Matt 

21:18-22; 25:13; Mark 11:12-14, 20-25; Luke 13:6-9 
i. The Comparison to the Ante-Deluvians  Matt 24:37-41 cf Luke 17:22-36 
j. The Application  Matt 24:42-44; Mark 13:33-37; Luke 21:34-36 cf 35-40 
k. The Faithful Bondservant  Matt 24:45-51 cf Luke 12:41-48 

9). Parable of the Ten Virgins  Matt 25:1-13 
10). Parable of the Talents  Matt 25:14-30 
11). The Judgment  Matt 25:31-46 
12). The Traitor Bargains  Matt 26:1-5, 14-16; Mark 14:1-2, 10-11; Luke 22:2-6 

C. The Last Supper 
1). The Final Passover  Matt 26:17-20; Mark 14:12-17; Luke 22:7-16 
2). Washing Feet  John 13:1-20 
3). Someone Will Betray Me  Matt 26:21-25; Mark 14:18-21; Luke 22:21-23; John 13:21-33 
4). His Body, His Blood  Matt 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:17-20 
5). A New Commandment  Luke 22:24-34; John 13:34-38 
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6). Don't Be Troubled  John 14:1-14 
7). If You Love Me  John 14:15-31 
8). Take a Sword  Luke 22:35-38 

D. The Upper Room Discourse 
1). The Vine and the Branches  John 15:1-8 
2). I Call You Friends  John 15:9-17 
3). The World's Hatred  John 15:18-25 
4). The Coming Helper  John 15:26-16:15 
5). From Sorrow to Joy  John 16:16-24 
6). Returning to the Father  John 16:25-28 
7). I Have Overcome the World  John 16:29-33 
8). The High Priestly Prayer  John 17:1-26 

a. The Son’s First Request–Glorify the Father  John 17:1-4 
b. The Son’s Second Request–Restore My Glory  John 17:5-10 
c. The Son’s Third Request–Protect the Disciples  John 17:11-16 
d. The Son’s Fourth Request–Sanctify the Disciples  John 17:17-23 
e. The Son’s Fifth Request-Glorify the Father  John 17:24-26 

9). Arguing with the Lord  Matt 26:30-35; Mark 14:26-31 
E. His Trials 

1). Not My Will, but Yours  Matt 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:40-46; John 18:1 
2). The Betrayal  Matt 26:47-56; Mark 14:43-52; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:2-11 (34-35MM) 
3). Why Question Me?  Matt 26:57; Mark 14:53; Luke 22:54a; John 18:12-14, 19-24 
4). Following at a Distance  Matt 26:58; Mark 14:54; Luke 22:54b-55; John 18:15-18,25 
5). Are You the Son of God?  Matt 26:59-68; Mark 14:55-65; Luke 22:63-65 
6). Peter Accused  Matt 26:69-75; Mark 14:56b-72; Luke 22:56-62; John 18:26-27 
7). The Verdict Confirmed  Matt 27:1-2; Mark 15:1; Luke 22:66–23:1 
8). The Traitor's End  Matt 27:3-10 
9). Roman Judgment  Matt 27:11-14; Mark 15:2-5; Luke 23:2-3; John 18:28-38a 
10). No Answers for King Herod  Luke 23:4-12; John 18:38b 

F. The Crucifixion 
1). Crucify Him!  Matt 27:15-23a; Mark 15:6-14; Luke 23:13-23a; John 18:39-40 
2). Sentenced to Die  Matt 27:23b-31; Mark 15:15-20; Luke 23:23b-25; John 19:1-16 
3). To Golgotha  Matt 27:32-36, 38; Mark 15:21-25, 27-28; Luke 23:26-34; John 19:17-18, 

23-24 
4). On the Cross  Matt 27:37, 39-44; Mark 15:26, 29-32; Luke 23:35-43; John 19:19-22, 

25-27 
5). It Is Finished  Matt 27:45-51; Mark 15:33-38; Luke 23:44-46; John 19:28-30 
6). Awesome Wonders  Matt 27:52-56; Mark 15:39-41; Luke 23:47-49; John 19:31-37 
7). From the Cross to the Tomb  Matt 27:57-61; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56; John 

19:38-42 
8). The Tomb Is Sealed  Matt 27:62-66 

G. The Resurrection 
1). The Resurrection  Matt 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18 (35-35MM) 
2). The Guards Are Bribed  Matt 28:11-15 
3). Appearance On the Road to Emmaus  Luke 24:13-35 
4). Behind Locked Doors  Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-23 
5). Seeing and Believing  John 20:24-31 
6). A Fishing Trip  Matt 28:16-17; John 21:1-25 
7). Parting Words  Matt 28:16-20; Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:1-11 
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John 6:22-40 
The Bread of Life 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
1). The Bread of Life  John 6:22-40 

 
John 6:22 = The Multitude's Bewilderment 
 
The next day the multitude that stood on the other side of the sea saw that there was no other small boat 
there, except one, and that Jesus had not entered with His disciples into the boat, but that His disciples 
had gone away alone. 
 
John 6:23 = The Multitude Increases 
 
There came other small boats from Tiberias near to the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had 
given thanks. 
 
John 6:24 = The Multitude's Search 
 
When the multitude therefore saw that Jesus was not there, nor His disciples, they themselves got into 
the small boats, and came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus.  (Josephus tells us that 330 fishing boats worked 
the north end of the waters of the Sea of Galilee) 
 
John 6:25 = The Multitude's Question 
 
And when they found Him on the other side of the sea, they said to Him, "Rabbi, when did You get here?" 
 
Summary: 
1. This question was a ploy.  They really wanted Him as a sideshow. 
2. People will go to great lengths for personal benefit or entertainment. 
 
John 6:26 = Jesus Confronts Their Attitude 
 
Jesus answered them and said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek (PAI Z8TEW) Me, not because you saw 
signs, but because you ate of the loaves, and were filled. 
 
Comment:  Their interest in Jesus was selfish. 
 
John 6:27 = Jesus Exhorts Them to Change 
 
"Do not work (M8 + PMIMP ERGADZOMAI = stop working; to expend all effort upon; work requires energy) for 
the food which perishes (PMPTC APOLLUMI = which is perishing), but (ALLA) for the food which endures 
(PAPTC MENW = to abide) to (EIS) eternal life, which the Son of Man shall give (FAI DIDWMI) to you, for on 
Him the Father, even God, has set His seal (AAI SPHRAGIDZW = to seal, certify; sacrificial animals were 
examined  and then sealed if without defect)." 
 
Summary: 
1. The crowd was more interested in the gifts than the giver. 
2. Jesus told them to stop expending all their strength and energy on the pursuit of earthly food.  

(Love God with all your strength) 
3. Instead, our energy should be focused on eternal things. 
4. Some things have a beneficial eternal impact, and these are to be our chief priority.  
5. Jesus is the one who can give them that which will sustain them forever, Himself. 
6. The Father examined His Son and set His seal of approval upon Him. 
7. When we accept His Son, we set our "seal of approval" upon God's truthfulness.  John 3:31-36  (It 

does not make God "true" but recognizes that He is.  To not do that is blasphemy)  "He who comes 
from above is above all, he who is of the earth is from the earth and speaks of the earth. He who comes 
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from heaven is above all.  "What He has seen and heard, of that He bears witness; and no man receives 
His witness.  "He who has received His witness has set his seal to this, that God is true.  "For He whom 
God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure.  "The Father loves the 
Son, and has given all things into His hand.  "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who 
does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." 

8. When we believe in Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit places His seal of approval on us, denoting God's 
guarantee.  2 Cor 1:21-22  (This one is mine)  Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and 
anointed us is God, who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.  Eph 1:13-14  In 
Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation-- having also believed, 
you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a 
view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory. 

9. His guarantee will not be broken.  2 Tim 2:19  Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having 
this seal, "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who names the name of the Lord 
abstain from wickedness." 

10. Because our salvation is guaranteed by God does not mean that we should continue in a sinful 
lifestyle.  Eph 4:25-32  Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth, each one of you, with his 
neighbor, for we are members of one another.  Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down 
on your anger, and do not give the devil an opportunity.  Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let 
him labor, performing with his own hands what is good, in order that he may have something to share 
with him who has need.  Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is 
good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those who hear.  Do 
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  Let all bitterness 
and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  And be kind to 
one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. 

 
John 6:28 = Their Question 
 
They said therefore to Him, "What shall we do (PAS POIWMEN= may we keep doing), that we may work 
(HINA + PMS = we may keep working) the works of God?" 
 
Summary: 
1. They are asking about the kind of works that God desires of men. 
2. Their response reflects the great flaw in Rabbinic Judaism which is the belief that human beings 

must "work" to gain salvation and that we are capable of doing such "work." 
3. Paul pointed this out.  Rom 10:1-4  Brethren, my heart's desire and my prayer to God for them is for 

their salvation.  For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with 
knowledge.  For not knowing about God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own, they did not 
subject themselves to the righteousness of God.  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
everyone who believes. 

4. Man's natural tendency is to seek a way to save himself.  Gen 3 
 
John 6:29 = The Answer:  Faith 
 
Jesus answered (AMI APOKRINOMAI = to judge from) and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you 
believe (HINA + PISTEUW = that you may believe) in (EIS = from the outside-in) Him whom He has sent (API 
APOSTELLW = sent as an apostle with authority)." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus answers those who want to earn their salvation. 
2. It is "earned" by faith in Him.   
3. It is God's commandment to believe in His Son.  I Jn 3:23  And this is His commandment, that we 

believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us. 
 
John 6:30 = Their Want–A Sign 
 
They said therefore to Him, "What then do You do for a sign (S8MEIOV), that we may see (AAS HORAW), 
and believe You (AAS PISTEUW)? What work do You perform (PMI ERGADZOMAI = what are You working)? 
 
Comment:  They still want "signs" to "build" their "faith." 
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John 6:31 = Not Just Any Old Sign 
 
"Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, 'He gave them bread out of heaven to eat.'" 
(quotes Psalm 78:21-25 which refers to Exodus 16:4,15) 
 
Summary: 
1. They want the "sign" of an ongoing heavenly provision of food. 
2. The signs He was performing were getting boring. 
3. They were trying to manipulate Him to perform another miracle.  (…that we may believe; they knew 

what the gospel was) 
4. The constant request for "signs" is just an excuse used for a lack of faith. 
 
John 6:32 = Their Misinterpretation 
 
Jesus therefore said to them, "Truly, truly (AM8N, AM8N), I say to you, it is not Moses who has given (PF 
AI DIDWMI) you the bread out of heaven, but it is My Father who gives  (PAI DIDWMI) you the true 
(AL8THINOS = only in Luke 16:11 is this word used by other gospel writers; John is writing about reality, not 
shadow; real, ideal, genuine, authentic) bread out of heaven. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus deals with a common misinterpretation of the day.  (They failed to properly identify the 

pronoun.) 
2. It is the view that Moses did things, not Yahweh.  (Like parting the Red Sea, etc.) 
3. They had placed their faith in a person who had faith instead of the object of His faith. 
4. All previous miracles pointed to the greatness and grace of God, not to the agent of the miracle. 
5. Jesus is teaching them an important principle of the Law.  Deut 8:3  "And He humbled you and let 

you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might 
make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds 
out of the mouth of the LORD. 

6. This teaching should have appealed to the Rabbis who believed that the Law was "bread."  
Proverbs 9:5 

7. Jesus is the true light.  John 1:9  (leader)  There was the true light which, coming into the world, 
enlightens every man. 

8. Jesus is the true vine.  John 15:1  (sustainer)  "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 
9. Jesus is the true judge.  John 8:15-16 
10. "You people judge according to the flesh; I am not judging anyone.  "But even if I do judge, My judgment 

is true; for I am not alone in it, but I and He who sent me. 
11. Sent from the true God.  John 7:28-30  Jesus therefore cried out in the temple, teaching and saying, 

"You both know Me and know where I am from; and I have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is 
true, whom you do not know.  "I know Him; because I am from Him, and He sent Me."  They were seeking 
therefore to seize Him; and no man laid his hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come.  John 17:3  
"And this is eternal life, that they may know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast 
sent. 

12. Whom we are to truly worship.  John 4:23-24  "But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His 
worshipers.  "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 

13. Again their eyes were on the physical and not the spiritual. 
 
John 6:33 = The Correct Interpretation 
 
"For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world." 
 
Summary: 
1. God's "bread" is not just a life sustainer, but a life giver. 
2. God's "bread" is not from the earth, but from the heaven. 
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John 6:34 = The Multitude's Request 
 
They said therefore to Him, "Lord, evermore (implies giving it again and again) give (AAIMP DIDWMI) us this 
bread." 
 
Summary: 
1. This parallels the request by the Samaritan woman for the living water.  John 4 
2. People often come to the Lord with a selfish, materialistic mindset. 
3. When we do, just as we do not fully comprehend His miracles, we do not fully comprehend His 

words. 
 
John 6:35 = The Reality Behind the Type 
 
Jesus said to them, "I am (EGW EIMI) the bread of (the) life (He repeats this in V48); he who comes to Me 
shall not hunger (OU M8 + AAS PEINAW = may not ever hunger), and he who believes in Me shall never 
thirst (OU M8 + FAI DIPSAW = shall never thirst). 
 
Summary: 
1. The "true" bread was what they were receiving now. 
2. Jesus not only provided the "bread" but He was the "bread." 
3. It is not simply what Jesus can "give" us but what He can "be" to us. 
4. Our greatest spiritual needs are filled at salvation. 
5. The quest for spiritual satisfaction is found in Christ alone. 
6. There is no longer the emptiness to the core of our being. 
 
John 6:36 = The Rejection of the Reality 
 
"But I said to you, that you have seen Me (PF AI HORAW), and yet do not believe (OU + PAI PISTEUW). 
 
Summary: 
1. They have seen a man with special abilities. 
2. They have seen a man display power and bring bread. 
3. They have seen a man who was eloquent of speech. 
4. They were driven by their curiosity, their appetites and their political ambitions. 
5. They had not yet seen the Son of God. 
 
John 6:37 = The Promise for Those Who Accept Christ 
 
"All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me (FAI H8KW), and the one who comes to Me I will certainly 
not cast out (OU M8 + AAS EKBALLW = may never cast out).   
 
Summary: 
1. No one foreknown by God who would believe in His Son will be missed.  1 Pet 1:1-2  Peter, an 

apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying 
work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: may grace and peace 
be yours in fullest measure. 

2. No one foreknown by God who would be conformed to the image of His Son will not make it.  Rom 
8:28-31  And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose.  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become 
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; and whom He 
predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, 
these He also glorified.  What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 

3. God's omniscience looked at history, saw who would believe of their own free will and gave those 
to His Son. 

4. He gave them without prejudice meaning there will be no other distinction made. 
5. Most of the multitude have "come to Christ" but they still have not "come to Christ." 
 



 11

John 6:38 = Jesus' Mission 
 
"For I have come down (PF AI KATABAINW) from heaven, not to do My own will (THEL8MA), but the will 
(THEL8MA) of Him who sent Me. 
 
John 6:39 = Jesus' Test 
 
"And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given (PF AI DIDWMI) Me I lose nothing, 
but raise it up on the last day. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus is not only a prophet who proclaims God's Words but a Son who fulfills them. 
2. Jesus' responsibility is to not lose anyone who believes. 
3. The proof of the fulfillment of that responsibility is the Resurrection. 
 
John 6:40 = The Father's Standard 
 
"For this is the will (THEL8MA) of My Father, that everyone who beholds (d.a. + PAPTC THEWREW) the 
Son and believes in Him, may have (PAS ECHW) eternal life; and I Myself will raise him up on the last 
day." 
 
Summary: 
1. Here is God's will, clearly stated. 
2. Believe in the Son and have eternal life. 
3. He guarantees it. 
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John 6:41-58 
True Food, True Drink 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
1). The Bread of Life  John 6:22-40 
2). True Food, True Drink  John 6:41-58 

 
John 6:41 = The Grumblers 
 
The Jews therefore were grumbling (IPF GOGGUDZW = to mutter in a low voice; what the XGn did 1 Cor 
10:10) about Him, because He said, "I am the bread that came down out of heaven." 
 
John 6:42 = The Disbelief 
 
And they were saying, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How 
does He now say, 'I have come down out of heaven'?" 
 
Summary: 
1. The crowds were  acting just like their forefathers, the Exodus Generation.  1 Cor 10:6-13  Now 

these things happened as examples for us, that we should not crave evil things, as they also craved.  And 
do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and 
stood up to play."  Nor let us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one 
day.  Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents.  Nor grumble, as 
some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer.  Now these things happened to them as an 
example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.  
Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.  No temptation has overtaken you but such 
as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, 
but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it. 

2. This group thought they had all the facts. 
3. They were calling Him a liar, but still asking for more miracles.  (If He was a liar, then they were right-

He did miracles by the power of the prince of demons) 
 
John 6:43 = Jesus' Exhortation 
 
Jesus answered and said to them, "Do not grumble among yourselves. 
 
Summary: 
1. It is valid to point out when a mistake is being made.  Acts 6:1  Now at this time while the disciples 

were increasing in number, a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native 
Hebrews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily serving of food. 

2. Sometimes discussions have to be "secretive" because of the oppression of legalistic authority.  
John 7:12-13  And there was much grumbling among the multitudes concerning Him; some were saying, 
"He is a good man"; others were saying, "No, on the contrary, He leads the multitude astray." Yet no one 
was speaking openly of Him for fear of the Jews.  John 7:31-32  But many of the multitude believed in 
Him; and they were saying, "When the Christ shall come, He will not perform more signs than those which 
this man has, will He?"  The Pharisees heard the multitude muttering these things about Him; and the 
chief priests and the Pharisees sent officers to seize Him. 

3. But to be arrogantly judgmental is sinful.  Jude 1:14-16  And about these also Enoch, in the seventh 
generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy 
ones, to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they 
have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against 
Him."  These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering 
people for the sake of gaining an advantage. 

4. Legalists often use secretive criticism to spread their lies.  Luke 5:30  And the Pharisees and their 
scribes began grumbling at His disciples, saying, "Why do you eat and drink with the tax-gatherers and 
sinners?" 
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5. Some people make agreements and then grumble about them-this is sinful.  Matt 20:11-12  "And 
when they received it, they grumbled at the landowner, saying, 'These last men have worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the scorching heat of the 
day.' 

6. We as Believers need to beware of criticizing the things of God which we don't understand.  John 
6:59-61  These things He said in the synagogue, as He taught in Capernaum.  Many therefore of His 
disciples, when they heard this said, "This is a difficult statement; who can listen to it?"  But Jesus, 
conscious that His disciples grumbled at this, said to them, "Does this cause you to stumble? 

7. After Christ's pattern, we should remove grumbling from our lives.  Phil 2:14  Do all things without 
grumbling or disputing;  

8. Grumbling stifles the function of spiritual gifts.  1 Pet 4:9-10  Be hospitable to one another without 
complaint.  As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of 
the manifold grace of God. 

 
John 6:44 = The "Draw" 
 
"No one can (PPSIND DUNAMAI = is empowered) come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws (AAS 
ELKUW = used of drawing a sword or a net) him; and I will raise (FAI ANIST8MI) him up on the last day. 
 
John 6:45 = The Prophetic Fulfillment 
 
"It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall all be taught of God.' Everyone who has heard and learned 
from the Father, comes to Me.  (Isa 54:13; Jer 31:34) 
 
Summary: 
1. No one has the inherent power to come to Christ and bypass the Father. 
2. God has been clearly revealed through His creation.  Rom 1:20  For since the creation of the world 

His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood 
through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. 

3. When one desires a relationship with the Father (God), the Father provides information about His 
Son.  (Thru His agents or His word) 

4. As they hear and learn more about the Son, they are moving closer to God. 
5. The cross of Christ is a "draw" for all men.  John 12:32-33  "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 

draw all men to Myself."  But He was saying this to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die. 
6. Because God wants all men saved.  1 Tim 2:3-4  This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 

Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  2 Pet 3:9  The Lord 
is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to 
perish but for all to come to repentance. 

7. Christ has life, gives life, secures life and restores life. 
 
John 6:46 = The Uniqueness of Jesus 
 
"Not that any man has seen the Father, except the One who is from God; He has seen the Father. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Jews were rejecting His statement concerning His heavenly origin while He was appearing as 

one of them. 
2. Yet their theology believed that God would dwell among them in the Kingdom.  Isa 54:13; Jer 31:34 
3. Jesus again asserts His Deity by claiming that He had seen God.  Cf 1:18 
 
John 6:47 = How Hard Is It to be Saved? 
 
"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes (d.a. + PAPTC PISTEUW = the one who believes) has eternal life. 
 
Comment:  The bottom line is to believe. 
 
John 6:48 = The "I Am" 
 
"I (Myself) am the bread of (the) life. 
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Comment:  This is an illustration. 
Comment:  The real “bread” is Jesus Christ Himself. 
 
John 6:49 = The Physical Manna's Results 
 
"Your fathers ate (AAI PHAGW = constative Aorist, looks at all the times they ate as one action; the manna 
appeared daily except Saturday for 40 years, 52x6x40 = 12,480x) the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 
 
Comment:  Physical Manna, even if from heaven, won’t grant or sustain eternal life. 
 
John 6:50 = The Spiritual Manna's Results 
 
"This (the bread of V48 which is Himself) is the bread which comes down (PAPTC KATABAINW) out of 
heaven (once-right now), so that one may eat (AAS PHAGW = one time; this verb is important in that it tells us 
how the Present Tenses concerning “believe” are to be taken-as iteratives) of it and not die. 
 
John 6:51 = The "I Am" 
 
"I (Myself) am (EGW EIMI) the living bread that came down out (AAPTC KATABAINW = He came down once 
with results that continue) of heaven; if anyone eats (AAS PHAGW = may eat) of this bread, he shall live (FAI 
ZAW = promise) forever; and the bread also which I shall give (FAI DIDWMI = something not yet taken place) 
for the life of the world is My flesh." 
 
Summary: 
1. What one must believe is that Jesus is God who became man.  (came down out of heaven) 
2. And that He would provide a sacrifice that provided salvation for the world.  (bread I shall give) 
3. The God who became man and gave His life is the only means of salvation. 
 
John 6:52 = They Just Don't Get It 
 
The Jews therefore began to argue (IPF MID IND MACHOMAI = “MACHO” men; to fight; can be physical {Acts 
7:26} or verbal) with one another, saying, "How can this man give (Lit:  how is this man empowered to give us) 
us His flesh to eat (AAINF PHAGW)?" 
 
Summary: 
1. A combative spirit toward others is not to be a characteristic of a bondservant of the Lord.  2 Tim 

2:24-26  And the Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient 
when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them 
repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from 
the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will. 

2. A combative spirit is an outgrowth of selfishness and envy.  James 4:1-4  What is the source of 
quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members?  
You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight 
and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.  You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.  You adulteresses, do you not know that 
friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world 
makes himself an enemy of God. 

 
John 6:53 = Stated Again 
 
Jesus therefore said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat (AAS PHAGW = may eat; i.e. Aorist 
says one time) the flesh of the Son of Man and drink (AAS PINW = all He has spoken about so far is eating, 
now He introduces “drinking”; V53,54,56) His blood, you have no life in yourselves. 
 
Summary: 
1. As was the tendency of the Jews, they again tried to understand His words only from a human 

perspective. 
2. Those that didn’t ended up in a debate with the others. 
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3. Christ then added another phrase that would really stir them up-drinking blood, which was 
prohibited by the Mosaic Law (Lev 17:10-14)  (not just animal but human) 

4. Christ tries to point them to the spiritual meaning by presenting them something that would be 
ghastly to literally fulfill. 

 
John 6:54 = The Promise 
 
"He who eats (d.a. + PAPTC TRWGW = to gnaw upon, chew; v54,56,57,58) My flesh and drinks (d.a. + 
PAPTC PINW) My blood has (PAI ECHW) eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day (V39,40,44,54). 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus has actually introduced two new actions-drinking and chewing. 
2. Drinking His blood is a picture of accepting His work on the cross.  (He has expanded the picture of 

giving His life in V52) 
3. So the message Christ is proclaiming in V53 is the initial act of taking the person and work of 

Christ into one’s being through faith. 
4. V54 introduces the idea of not just intake of His flesh, but “chewing” on it. 
5. So, Jesus is indicating that one who “chews” upon Him can enjoy that eternal life now.  (He will 

develop this idea) 
6. Eternal Life is not ended with physical death.  Physical death is simply a transition stage.  1 Cor 15 
 
John 6:55 = True Food and Drink 
 
"For My flesh is true food (BRWSIS = food, meat, 1x in this context; whereas PHAGW indicates simply 
consumption, BRWSIS indicates that which satisfies), and My blood is true drink. 
 
Summary: 
1. Christ’s Person and work are what can satisfy. 
2. He is speaking of a Divine relationship which sustains better than physical food.  John 4:31-32  In 

the meanwhile the disciples were requesting Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat."  But He said to them, "I have food 
to eat that you do not know about." 

3. He began His discourse with this crowd by telling them to seek the “food” which does not perish.  
John 6:26-27  Jesus answered them and said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because you 
saw signs, but because you ate of the loaves, and were filled.  "Do not work for the food which perishes, 
but for the food which endures (abides) to eternal life, which the Son of Man shall give to you, for on Him 
the Father, even God, has set His seal." 

4. The Kingdom of God is not found in physical food, but in spiritual manna.  Rom 14:15-17  For if 
because of food your brother is hurt, you are no longer walking according to love. Do not destroy with 
your food him for whom Christ died.  Therefore do not let what is for you a good thing be spoken of as 
evil; for the kingdom of God is not eating (food) and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
John 6:56 = Living in Christ–Staying at the Cross 
 
"He who eats (PAPTC TRWGW = chews) My flesh and drinks (PAPTC PINW) My blood abides (PAI MENW) 
in Me, and I in him. 
 
Summary: 
1. “Abiding” in Christ is related to “chewing” on His Person and work. 
2. This is the enjoyment part of the food. 
3. All human effort should be focused on our relationship with the Lord.  John 6:27  "Do not work for 

the food which perishes, but for the food which endures (abides) to eternal life, which the Son of Man 
shall give to you, for on Him the Father, even God, has set His seal." 

4. This includes study of the written word so as to have a relationship with the Living Word.  John 
5:38-40  "And you do not have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him whom He sent.  "You 
search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear 
witness of Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me, that you may have life. 
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5. This study of the written word is part of being a disciple of Christ and living in freedom.  John 
8:31-32  Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you abide in My word, then 
you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 

6. The quality of relationship that the Father and Son have is open to us through faith.  John 14:8-11  
Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us."  Jesus said to him, "Have I been so 
long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; 
how do you say, 'Show us the Father'?  "Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in 
Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does 
His works.  "Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me; otherwise believe on account of the 
works themselves. 

7. It is a relationship of love.  John 15:9-10  "Just as the Father has loved Me, I have also loved you; 
abide in My love.  "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My 
Father's commandments, and abide in His love. 

 
John 6:57 = The Facts 
 
"As the living Father sent Me (AAI APOSTELLW), and I live (PAI ZAW) because of the Father (DIA TOV 
PATERA = through the Father), so he who eats (d.a. + PAPTC TRWGW = chews on) Me, he also shall live 
(FAI ZAW = shall live; a promise realized) because of Me (DIA = through Me). 
 
Summary: 
1. Christ has the abundant life  
2. It is based on His relationship with the Father. 
3. We can have that abundant life. 
4. It is based on our relationship with the Son. 
 
John 6:58 = The Real Deal 
 
"This is the bread which came down out of heaven; not as the fathers ate (AAS PHAGW = may have eaten; 
not all were spiritually dead), and died, he who eats (d.a. + PAPTC TRWGW = chews) this bread shall live 
(FAI ZAW = a promise) forever." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus said that you can enjoy your eternal life-beginning now. 
2. You not only have it but you can chew on it. 
3. The One who supplies this “bread” will provide enough for you to share.  2 Cor 9:10-11  Now He 

who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 
increase the harvest of your righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which 
through us is producing thanksgiving to God. 
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John 6:59-71 
Many Walk Away 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
1). The Bread of Life  John 6:22-40 
2). True Food, True Drink  John 6:41-58 
3). Many Walk Away  John 6:59-71 

 
John 6:59 = The Location 
 
These things He said in the synagogue, as He taught in Capernaum. 
 
John 6:60 = The Problem 
 
Many therefore of His disciples, when they heard this said, "This is a difficult  (SKL8ROS = dry, hard; 
lacking water, hard to swallow-i.e. about His flesh etc.) statement; who can listen to it?" 
 
Summary: 
1. Some people view the Lord to be “hard.”  Matt 25:24  "And the one also who had received the one 

talent came up and said, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
gathering where you scattered no seed. 

2. When we hear God’s word, we must choose whether or not to accept it or reject it.  Heb 4:7  He 
again fixes a certain day, "Today," saying through David after so long a time just as has been said before, 
"Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts." 

3. The Lord may be said to “harden hearts” when He continues to present the truth to those who 
keep rejecting it.  Rom 9:17-18  For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I raised you 
up, to demonstrate My power in you, and that My name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth."  
So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires. 

4. Our hardness of heart stores up God’s wrath which will eventually be released.  Rom 2:5  But 
because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of 
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 

5. But man’s “hardness” is what leads to foolish acts.  Acts 26:14  "And when we had all fallen to the 
ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew dialect, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is 
hard for you to kick against the goads.' 

6. A very small thing may be all that is needed to change course in the midst of strong inclinations 
and motivations.  James 3:4-5  Behold, the ships also, though they are so great and are driven by 
strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder, wherever the inclination of the pilot desires.  So 
also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things. Behold, how great a forest is 
set aflame by such a small fire! 

7. Even before the Flood, prophecies were made concerning the hardness of man toward God.  Jude 
1:14-15  And about these also Enoch, in the seventh generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, 
the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, to execute judgment upon all, and to convict all the 
ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." 

8. The Lord pleads with us through the writer of Hebrews to not harden our hearts.  Heb 3:7-15  7 
Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, "Today if you hear His voice,  8 Do not harden your hearts as 
when they provoked Me, as in the day of trial in the wilderness, 9 Where your fathers tried me by testing 
Me, and saw My works for forty years. 10 "Therefore I was angry with this generation, and said, 'They 
always go astray in their heart; and they did not know My ways'; 11 As I swore in My wrath, 'they shall not 
enter My rest.'" 12 Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart, 
in falling away from the living God.  13 But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still 
called "Today," lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have become 
partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end;  15 while it is said, 
"Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as when they provoked Me." 
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John 6:61 = The Issue 
 
But Jesus, conscious that His disciples grumbled (PAI GOGGUDZW) at this, said to them, "Does this 
cause you to stumble (PAI SKANDALIDZW)? 
 
Comment:  lack of understanding, grumbling, stumbling 
 
John 6:62 = The Question 
 
"What then if you should behold the Son of Man ascending where He was before? 
 
Summary: 
1. The things difficult to believe are not over yet. 
2. Returning to His Father? 
 
John 6:63 = The Solution 
 
"It is the Spirit who gives life (PAI EIMI + PAPTC ZWOPOIEW); the flesh profits (PAI WPHELW) nothing; 
the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 
 
Summary: 
1. These are spiritual issues and not matters of physical bread. 
2. The words are “dry” because they have not mixed them with the living water. 
3. The words Jesus spoke to them carry the Spirit and the means to life. 
 
John 6:64 = The Exposé 
 
"But there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus knew (PPF AI OIDA) from the beginning who 
they were who did not believe, and who it was that would betray (PARADIDWMI) Him. 
 
Comment:  There were still some skeptical unbelievers. 
 
John 6:65 = The Reference 
 
And He was saying, "For this reason I have said (PF AI LEGW) to you, that no one can (PPI DUNAMAI) 
come (AAINF ERCHOMAI) to Me, unless it has been granted (IPF EIMI + PF PS PTC DIDWMI) him from the 
Father." 
 
Summary: 
1. In conjunction with all that has been said, if they didn’t want to know the Father, they would not 

believe in the Son. 
2. Jesus’ words carry a message from the Holy Spirit who reveals the Son which leads to the Father. 
3. Rejection of any member of the Trinity will keep one from the belief that brings eternal life. 
4. we cannot save ourselves. 
 
John 6:66 = The Departure 
 
As a result of this (rejection of the Trinity) many of His disciples withdrew, and were not walking with Him 
anymore. 
 
Comment:  With everything provided, salvation and discipleship is still a matter of choice. 
 
John 6:67 = The Encouragement 
 
Jesus said therefore to the twelve, "You do not want to go away also, do you?" 
 
Comment:  Jesus did not want them to leave. 
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John 6:68 = The Realization 
 
Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life. 
 
Summary: 
1. Peter’s confession:  There is no one like you. 
2. Jesus taught them about eternal life.  Matt 16:13-19  13 Now when Jesus came into the district of 

Caesarea Philippi, He began asking His disciples, saying, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"  
14 And they said, "Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the 
prophets."  15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  16  And Simon Peter answered and 
said, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God."  17  And Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed 
are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in 
heaven.  18  "And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the 
gates of Hades shall not overpower it.  19  "I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and 
whatever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you shall loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven."  Mark 8:27-33 & Luke 9:18-22  And He began to teach them that the Son of Man 
must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, 
and after three days rise again.  And He was stating the matter plainly. And Peter took Him aside and 
began to rebuke Him.  But turning around and seeing His disciples, He rebuked Peter, and said, "Get 
behind Me, Satan; for you are not setting your mind on God's interests, but man's." 

 
John 6:69 = The Declaration 
 
"And we (Peter uses a plural pronoun; we ourselves in distinction to the ones who left; but, not all) have believed 
(PF AI PISTEUW) and have come to know (PF AI GINWSKW) that You are (PAI EIMI) the Holy One of God 
(HO HAGIOS TOU THEOU = the Holy One of The God)." 
 
Summary: 
1. “Holy One of God” is rarely used in the NT. 
2. Demons call Him that once, but are shut up.  Mark 1:23-24  And just then there was in their 

synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, saying, "What do we have to do with You, 
Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who You are–the Holy One of God!" 

 
John 6:70 = The Correction 
 
Jesus answered them, "Did I Myself not choose (AMI EKLEGW = to call out of) you, the twelve, and yet one 
of you is a devil (DIABOLOS = slanderer)?" 
 
John 6:71 = The Footnote 
 
Now He meant Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray Him. 
 
Summary: 
1. They had the same opportunities, saw the same miracles, had the same teaching.   
2. Judas acted by choice.    
3. Peter acted by impulse. 
4. Judas saw Jesus as a means of obtaining his ambitions. 
5. Peter saw Jesus as a friend. 
6. Judas was motivated by selfishness. 
7. Peter was motivated by fear. 
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Matt 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23; John 7:1 
Man’s Traditions Versus God’s Commands 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
1). The Bread of Life  John 6:22-40 
2). True Food, True Drink  John 6:41-58 
3). Many Walk Away  John 6:59-71 
4). Man's Traditions versus God's Commands  Matt 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23; John 7:1 

 
Mark 7:1 = The Scribes and Pharisees  (Matt 15:1 & John 7:1) 
 
And the Pharisees and some of the scribes gathered together around Him when they had come from 
Jerusalem, 
 
Matt 15:1  Then some Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem, saying, 
John 7:1  And after these things Jesus was walking in Galilee; for He was unwilling to walk in Judea, 
because the Jews were seeking to kill Him. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus knew that the Jews had begun planning to kill Him, so He decided to stay in Galilee.  John 

7:1   
2. So the Jews went to Him.  Matt 15:1   
 
Mark 7:2 = Their Opportunity to Attack 
 
and had seen that some of His disciples were eating their bread with impure (KOINOS = common) hands, 
that is, unwashed (ANIPTOS = not washed, 2x; & Matt 15:20). 
 
Summary: 
1. Legalists seek any opportunity to attack. 
2. The Pharisees had devised special ceremonies that they expected everyone to adhere to. 
 
Mark 7:3 = Parenthetical Explanation 
 
(For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they carefully wash their hands, thus observing 
(PAPTC KRATEW = holding fast) the traditions (PARADWSIS = a giving or placing beside; in the Gospels it is 
only used in this context) of the elders; 
 
Summary: 
1. A tradition is a pattern of thought or behavior that is handed down by from one generation to 

another without it being written down. 
2. They became oral additions to the Mosaic Law. 
3. They are inherently related to the culture one is in. 
4. Paul was well versed in these traditions.  Gal 1:13-14  For you have heard of my former manner of life 

in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure, and tried to destroy it; and I was 
advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more extremely 
zealous for my ancestral traditions. 

5. He viewed his early teaching as establishing a tradition and not new laws.  2 Thes 2:13-15  But we 
should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you 
from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. And it was for 
this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, 
brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by 
letter from us. 

6. His “traditions” were based on the “spirit” of the law rather than the “letter.”  2 Thes 3:6-8  Now we 
command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep aloof from every brother 
who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.  For you 
yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an undisciplined 
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manner among you, nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with labor and hardship we 
kept working night and day so that we might not be a burden to any of you; 

7. As were all his teachings.  2 Cor 3:5-6  Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as 
coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, who also made us adequate as servants of a new 
covenant, not of the letter, but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

8. Christian traditions are valuable as long as they do not become a basis for maturity or spirituality.  
1 Cor 11:1-2  Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.  Now I praise you because you remember 
me in everything, and hold firmly to the traditions, just as I delivered them to you. 

9. We must beware of the humanistic traditions of men.  Col 2:6-8  As you therefore have received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and 
established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.  See to it that no one 
takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according 
to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 

 
Mark 7:4 = Explanation Continued 
 
and when they come from the market place, they do not eat unless they cleanse themselves; and there 
are many other things which they have received in order to observe, such as the washing (BAPTISMOS) 
of cups and pitchers and copper pots.) 
 
Summary: 
1. To a legalist, if a little is good then a lot is better. 
2. They were more interested in the external than the internal. 
 
Mark 7:5 = Their Question  (Matt 15:2) 
 
And the Pharisees and the scribes asked Him, "Why do Your disciples not walk according to the tradition 
of the elders, but eat their bread with impure (KOINOS) hands?" 
 
Matt 15:2  "Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when 
they eat bread." 
 
Summary: 
1. Legalists often begin with leading questions. 
2. They constantly look at the overt. 
 
Mark 7:6 = Christ’s Answer–A Matter of the Heart  (Matt 15:7-8) 
 
And He said to them, "Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites (Isa 29:13), as it is written, 'This 
people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from me. 
 
Matt 15:7  7 "You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying,  8  'This people honors Me with their lips, 
but their heart is far away from me. 
 
Summary: 
1. Hypocrisy is looking one way on the outside but being different on the inside. 
2. Many have a good religious façade to hide their lack of relationship. 
3. True love is without hypocrisy.  Rom 12:9 
4. Spiritual cleanliness is a matter of the heart. 
 
Mark 7:7 = A Matter of Arrogance  (Matt 15:9) 
 
'But in vain (MAT8 = 2x; Matt 15:9; stresses the absence of useful aim or effect; KENOS stresses absence of 
quality) do they worship (PMI SEBOMAI) me, teaching as doctrines (DIDASKALIA) the precepts (ENTALMA 
= moral charge, precept, a general rule of action) of men.' 
 
Matt 15:9  'But in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.'" 
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Summary: 
1. Hypocritical legalists are not worshipping the Lord. 
2. Legalists try to make their man-made rules into doctrines. 
3. They are trying to give spiritual authority to a human law. 
4. A legalistic lifestyle has no useful aim or effect.  1 Pet 1:17-19   And if you address as Father the One 

who impartially judges according to each man's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your 
stay upon earth; knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your 
futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 
spotless, the blood of Christ. 

5. An unbeliever’s life builds on nothingness.  Rom 1:20-22  For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood 
through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. For even though they knew God, they did 
not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart 
was darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, 

6. An unbelievers life is actually idol worship.  Acts 14:14-15  But when the apostles, Barnabas and 
Paul, heard of it, they tore their robes and rushed out into the crowd, crying out and saying, "Men, why 
are you doing these things? We are also men of the same nature as you, and preach the gospel to you in 
order that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and 
the sea, and all that is in them. 

7. Even if the unbeliever is humanly intelligent.  1 Cor 3:19-20  For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness before God. For it is written, "He is the one who catches the wise in their craftiness"; and 
again, "The Lord knows the reasonings of the wise, that they are useless." 

8. The Believer should not build his life on the externals.  Col 2:20-23  If you have died with Christ to 
the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to 
decrees, such as, "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!"  (which all refer to things destined to perish 
with the using)-- in accordance with the commandments (ENTALMA) and teachings of men?  These are 
matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and 
severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence. 

9. But instead on the risen Christ.  1 Cor 15:16-17  For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has 
been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. 

10. He does this by truly living the Word rather than just hearing it.  James 1:25-26  But one who looks 
intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an 
effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does. If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet 
does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is worthless. 

11. This will let the Believer stay away from foolish controversies.  Titus 3:8-9  This is a trustworthy 
statement; and concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed 
God may be careful to engage in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men.  But shun 
foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law; for they are unprofitable and 
worthless. 

 
Mark 7:8 = A Matter of Neglect 
 
"Neglecting (AAPTC APHIEMI = setting free, sending away) the commandment of God, you hold (PAI 
KRATEW) to the tradition of men." 
 
Summary: 
1. A legalist has just missed the point. 
2. They strain out a gnat and swallow a camel.  Matt 23:24 
 
Mark 7:9 = A Matter of Value  (Matt 15:3) 
 
He was also saying to them, "You nicely set aside the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition. 
 
Matt 15:3  And He answered and said to them, "And why do you yourselves transgress the commandment of God 
for the sake of your tradition? 
 
Mark 7:10 = God’s Word  (Matt 15:4) 
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"For Moses said, 'Honor your father and your mother'; and, 'He who speaks evil of father or mother, let 
him be put to death'; 
 
Matt 15:4  "For God said, 'Honor your father and mother,' and, 'He who speaks evil of father or mother, let him be 
put to death.' 
 
Mark 7:11 = Man’s Iniquity  (Matt 15:5) 
 
but you say, 'If a man says to his father or his mother, anything of mine you might have been helped by is 
Corban (that is to say, given to God),' 
 
Matt 15:5  "But you say, 'Whoever shall say to his father or mother, "Anything of mine you might have been 
helped by has been given to God," 
 
Mark 7:12 = The Crime 
 
you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or his mother; 
 
Mark 7:13 = The Cause  (Matt 15:6) 
 
thus invalidating the word of God by your tradition which you have handed down; and you do many 
things such as that." 
 
Matt 15:6  he is not to honor his father or his mother.' And thus you invalidated the word of God for the sake of 
your tradition. 
 
Summary: 
1. Legalists are more interested in their own laws than in God’s. 
2. While being interested in hand washing, they forgot one of the truly important commandments.  

(Big 10) 
3. They set aside the important things and thus harmed people in the process. 
4. They did so to gain more wealth. 
5. The commandment contained a promise.  Exod 20:12  "Honor your father and your mother, that your 

days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.  Deut 5:16 
6. `Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, that your days may be 

prolonged, and that it may go well with you on the land which the LORD your God gives you. 
7. It was repeated for the Church Age.  Eph 6:1-4  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  

Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), that it may be well with 
you, and that you may live long on the earth.  And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger; but 
bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

8. “Honor” means to “give weight to.” 
9. It is a matter of the heart. 
 
Mark 7:14 = Time to Pay Attention  (Matt 15:10) 
 
And after He called the multitude to Him again, He began saying to them, "Listen to Me, all of you, and 
understand: 
 
Matt 15:10  And after He called the multitude to Him, He said to them, "Hear, and understand. 
 
Mark 7:15 = The Truth  (Matt 15:11) 
 
there is nothing outside the man which going into him can defile him; but the things which proceed out of 
the man are what defile the man. 
 
Matt 15:11  "Not what enters into the mouth defiles the man, but what proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles the 
man." 
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Summary: 
1. The spiritual truth is simple:  it is not what goes into the man that defiles him. 
2. It is the untruth that comes from within. 
 
Mark 7:16 = Are You Listening? 
 
["If any man has ears to hear, let him hear."] 
 
Comment:  Questionable text, but a good admonition. 
 
Mark 7:17 = The Disciples’ Question  (Matt 15:12-15) 
 
And when leaving the multitude, He had entered the house, His disciples questioned Him about the parable. 
 
Matt 15:12-15  12 Then the disciples came and said to Him, "Do You know that the Pharisees were offended 
when they heard this statement?"  13  But He answered and said, "Every plant which My heavenly Father did not 
plant shall be rooted up.  14  "Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind 
man, both will fall into a pit."  15 And Peter answered and said to Him, "Explain the parable to us." 
 
Summary: 
1. Some disciples were concerned that He had offended the Jews. 
2. He told them that some would just not get it. 
3. He also told them to leave these blind legalists alone.   
4. Peter still didn’t get it.   
 
Mark 7:18 = The Principle Restated  (Matt 15:16) 
 
And He said to them, "Are you so lacking in understanding also? Do you not understand that whatever 
goes into the man from outside cannot defile him; 

 
Matt 15:16  And He said, "Are you still lacking in understanding also? 
 
Mark 7:19 = The Logic  (Matt 15:17) 
 
because it does not go into his heart, but into his stomach, and is eliminated?" Thus He declared all 
foods clean.) 
 
Matt 15:17  "Do you not understand that everything that goes into the mouth passes into the stomach, and is 
eliminated? 
 
Summary: 
1. This principle has to be consistently repeated.  (Sin can’t just be “flushed” away) 
2. It is not something that we readily grasp. 
3. It was not the fruit from the forbidden tree which caused the problem, but the heart rebellious 

heart behind it. 
4. It was not the prohibited food of the Mosaic Law, but the rebellious heart behind it. 
5. It was not the unwashed hands that caused the problem, but the rebellious heart that thought it 

made them spiritual. 
 
Mark 7:20 = The Real Problem Is Inside the Man  (Matt 15:18) 
 
And He was saying, "That which proceeds (PMI EKPOREUOMAI = to journey out of) out of the man, that is 
what defiles (PAI KOINOW = to make common) the man. 
 
Matt 15:18  "But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man. 
 
Summary: 
1. Legalism is first a problem of the heart. 
2. It defiles us. 
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3. What God has cleansed we are no longer to consider defiling.  Acts 10:15  And again a voice {came} 
to him a second time, "What God has cleansed, no {longer} consider unholy." 

4. We still must apply the principle that “all things are lawful, but not all things are profitable.”           
1 Cor 10:23 

 
Mark 7:21 = Five Real Problems 
 
"For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts (HOI DIALOGISMOS + HOI KAKOS = 
the reasonings, the inherently evil ones), fornications (PORNEIA = to exchange of abiding value for something of 
no value, sex between unmarried persons), thefts (KLOPOS = an attack on another’s property; the overt act 
begins in the heart), murders (PHONOS = to attack someone’s person mentally, orally, or overtly), adulteries 
(MOICHEIA = sex where one or both parties are married), 
 
Mark 7:22 = Eight More Problems  (Matt 15:19) 
 
deeds of coveting (PLEONEXIA = lust after what one doesn’t have; in plural) and wickedness (Pl PON8RIA = 
feminine indicates a response to external stimuli in an evil manner; things that become evil), as well as deceit 
(DOLOS = plurals to here, singulars from here; to bait and deceive; a form of lying), sensuality (ASELGIA = an 
insolent disregard for decency; bestiality, homosexuality), envy (PON9ROS = masculine indicates an active evil + 
“eye” = an evil eye), slander (BLASPHEMIA = blasphemy; to lie about another), pride (HUPER8PHANIA = to 
manifest over; to show oneself above) and foolishness (APHROSUN8 = without a mind; lack of common sense). 
 
Matt 15:19  "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, 
slanders. 
 
Summary: 
1. “Inherently Evil Reasonings” include all the things found in this list. 

A. They are a direct violation of God’s revealed will. 
B. Without God, the unbeliever spends his life involved in these evil reasonings.  Rom 1:21-

22  For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they 
became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  Professing to be wise, 
they became fools, 

C. Removing these reasonings is part of the maturation process.  Phil 2:14-16  Do all things 
without grumbling or disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, 
children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom 
you appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may 
have cause to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain. 

D. Men are to be leaders in this area.  1 Tim 2:8  Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, 
lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension. 

E. We are especially not view the poor with this type of reasoning.  James 2:2-4  For if a man 
comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a 
poor man in dirty clothes, and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine 
clothes, and say, "You sit here in a good place," and you say to the poor man, "You stand over 
there, or sit down by my footstool," have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and 
become judges with evil motives? 

2. “Fornications” means to exchange something of abiding value for something of no value. 
A. This word includes all kinds of wrongful sex.  1 Cor 5:1  It is actually reported that there is 

immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, 
that someone has his father's wife. 

B. God did not design our bodies for this.  1 Cor 6:13  Food is for the stomach, and the stomach 
is for food; but God will do away with both of them. Yet the body is not for immorality, but for the 
Lord; and the Lord is for the body. 

C. It is not to be part of our Christian witness.  Eph 5:3  But do not let immorality or any impurity 
or greed even be named among you, as is proper among saints; 

D. We should consider ourselves “dead” to it.  Col 3:5  Therefore consider the members of your 
earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to 
idolatry. 

3. “Thefts” means to wrongfully take what is not yours. 
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A. While it includes outright theft, it also includes manipulating others to sustain one’s 
laziness.  Eph 4:28  Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor, performing with 
his own hands what is good, in order that he may have something to share with him who has 
need. 

B. It is a characteristic of a religious unbeliever.  John 10:1  "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who 
does not enter by the door into the fold of the sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is a thief 
and a robber.  John 10:10  "The thief comes only to steal, and kill, and destroy; I came that they 
might have life, and might have it abundantly. 

4. Murder is an attack on another’s person. 
A. Paul was guilty of this.  Acts 9:1-2  Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the 

disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both men and women, he might bring 
them bound to Jerusalem. 

B. Those who do not acknowledge God are guilty of this.  Rom 1:28-32  And just as they did not 
see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those 
things which are not proper, being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of 
envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, 
arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, 
unloving, unmerciful; and, although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such 
things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who 
practice them. 

C. Unrighteous anger towards another is murder.  Matt 5:21-22  "You have heard that the 
ancients were told, 'You shall not commit murder' and 'Whoever commits murder shall be liable to 
the court.'  "But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the 
court; and whoever shall say to his brother, 'Raca,' shall be guilty before the supreme court; and 
whoever shall say, 'You fool,' shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell. 

D. It is often the result of lust.  James 4:2  You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. And 
you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not 
ask. 

5. Adultery involves sex where one or both parties are married. 
A. It can be just mental.  Matt 5:27-28  "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit 

adultery'; but I say to you, that everyone who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed 
adultery with her already in his heart. 

B. It is a lack of spiritual love.  Rom 13:8-10  Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; 
for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.  For this, "You shall not commit adultery, you 
shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not covet," and if there is any other commandment, 
it is summed up in this saying, "you shall love your neighbor as yourself."  Love does no wrong to 
a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law. 

6. Covetousness involves a lust for what one does not have. 
A. The Lord warned us more than once about any form of greed.  Luke 12:15  And He said to 

them, "Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an 
abundance does his life consist of his possessions." 

B. Grace Giving is not to be affected by greed.  2 Cor 9:5  So I thought it necessary to urge the 
brethren that they would go on ahead to you and arrange beforehand your previously promised 
bountiful gift, that the same might be ready as a bountiful gift, and not affected by covetousness. 

C. Greed is a characteristic of unbelievers.  Eph 4:17-19  This I say therefore, and affirm together 
with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, 
being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of the ignorance 
that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; and they, having become callous, have 
given themselves over to sensuality, for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 

D. It is not to be a part of our witness.  Eph 5:3  But do not let immorality or any impurity or greed 
even be named among you, as is proper among saints; 

E. We are to consider ourselves “dead” to it.  Col 3:5  Therefore consider the members of your 
earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to 
idolatry. 

F. Spiritual leaders are to beware of it.  1Thes 2:5-6  For we never came with flattering speech, 
as you know, nor with a pretext for greed-- God is witness--nor did we seek glory from men, either 
from you or from others, even though as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our authority. 



 27

G. False teachers are motivated by it.  2 Pet 2:2-3  And many will follow their sensuality, and 
because of them the way of the truth will be maligned;  and in their greed they will exploit you with 
false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 

H. The heart can even be trained in it.  2 Pet 2:12-15  But these, like unreasoning animals, born 
as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in 
the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed, suffering wrong as the wages of doing 
wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling 
in their deceptions, as they carouse with you, having eyes full of adultery and that never cease 
from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children; forsaking the 
right way they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved 
the wages of unrighteousness, 

7. Wickedness involves taking that which is good or neutral and using it for evil. 
A. While it is good and valid to ask Jesus a question, to challenge Him is wicked.  Matt 22:18  

But Jesus perceived their malice, and said, "Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites? 
B. Legalists are full of wickedness.  Luke 11:39  But the Lord said to him, "Now you Pharisees 

clean the outside of the cup and of the platter; but inside of you, you are full of robbery and 
wickedness. 

C. Jesus came that we may be turned from wickedness.  Acts 3:26  "For you first, God raised 
up His Servant, and sent Him to bless you by turning every one of you from your wicked ways." 

D. The battle against wickedness has its roots in the Angelic Conflict.  Eph 6:12  For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the 
world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

8. Deceit  involves the intent to mislead a person. 
A. It marked the chief priests and scribes.  Mark 14:1  Now the Passover and Unleavened Bread 

was two days off; and the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to seize Him by stealth, 
and kill Him; 

B. Jesus wants no deceit to be in His disciples.  John 1:47  Jesus saw Nathanael coming to 
Him, and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!" 

C. Deceit is a marker of false prophets and teachers.  Acts 13:9-10  But Saul, who was also 
known as Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze upon him, and said, "You who are full of 
all deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease to 
make crooked the straight ways of the Lord? 

D. Spiritual exhortation does not come by way of deceit.  1Thes 2:3-4  For our exhortation does 
not come from error or impurity or by way of deceit; but just as we have been approved by God to 
be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men but God, who examines our 
hearts. 

E. We are to approach God’s Word by first laying aside any deceit.  1 Pet 2:1-2  Therefore, 
putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babes, 
long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 

F. Jesus is our example.  1 Pet 2:21-23  For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, who committed no 
sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; 
while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; 

G. Lack of deceit is part of the good life Jesus offers.  1 Pet 3:10-11  For, "Let him who means 
to love life and see good days Refrain his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking guile.  "And 
let him turn away from evil and do good; let him seek peace and pursue it. 

9. The word for “Sensuality” actually refers to a lack of any legal or moral restraints.  It means a 
“license to sin.” 
A. Believers can fall prey to this.  Rom 13:13-14  Let us behave properly as in the day, not in 

carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.  
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts. 

B. Whatever time one has already spent in it is sufficient.  1 Pet 4:3  For the time already past is 
sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of 
sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousals, drinking parties and abominable idolatries. 

C. False teachers promote it.  2 Pet 2:1-2  But false prophets also arose among the people, just as 
there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, 
even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.  And 
many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned;         
2 Pet 2:18-19  For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by 
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sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, promising them freedom 
while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is 
enslaved. 

D. Through a distorted view of grace.  Jude 1:4  For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, 
those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn 
the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

10. “Envy” is actually “an evil eye” which refers to the intent to harm others. 
A. An “evil eye” is one that is focused on the deeds of darkness.  Matt 6:22-24  "The lamp of 

the body is the eye; if therefore your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light.  "But if your 
eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, 
how great is the darkness!  "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 

B. It is judgmental.  Matt 7:1-5  "Do not judge lest you be judged.  "For in the way you judge, you 
will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.  "And why do you 
look at the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?  
"Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' and behold, the log 
is in your own eye?  "You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see 
clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye. 

C. It is envious.  Matt 20:15  'Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with what is my own? Or is 
your eye envious because I am generous?' 

D. It is adulterous.  2 Pet 2:12-14  But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of 
instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of 
those creatures also be destroyed, suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a 
pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as 
they carouse with you, having eyes full of adultery and that never cease from sin, enticing 
unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children; 

E. It is lustful.  I Jn 2:15-16  Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the 
lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 

11. “Slander” is the word for “blasphemy” which means to lie about someone else.  
A. We are to put this all aside.  Col 3:8  But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, 

slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. 
B. It is part of being like Christ.  Eph 4:31-32  Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor 

and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  And be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. 

C. It is an indicator of a lack of sound doctrine.  1 Tim 6:3-5  If anyone advocates a different 
doctrine, and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the 
doctrine conforming to godliness, he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid 
interest in controversial questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, 
abusive language, evil suspicions, and constant friction between men of depraved mind and 
deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. 

12. The word translated “pride” refers to self-promotion. 
A. It is a general term for anything that man uses with the intent of elevating himself over 

others. 
B. The Lord’s disciples had problems with this.  Mark 9:33-37  And they came to Capernaum; 

and when He was in the house, He began to question them, "What were you discussing on the 
way?"  But they kept silent, for on the way they had discussed with one another which of them 
was the greatest.  And sitting down, He called the twelve and said to them, "If anyone wants to be 
first, he shall be last of all, and servant of all."  And taking a child, He set him before them, and 
taking him in His arms, He said to them,  "Whoever receives one child like this in My name 
receives Me; and whoever receives Me does not receive Me, but Him who sent Me." 

13. “Foolishness” refers to a lack of spiritual common sense. 
A. Foolishness sets one’s sights on earthly treasures.  Luke 12:16-21  And He told them a 

parable, saying, "The land of a certain rich man was very productive.  "And he began reasoning 
to himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?'  "And he said, 'This 
is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain 
and my goods.  'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to 
come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry."'  "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night 
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your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?'  "So is the man who 
lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." 

B. Foolishness denies the resurrection.  1 Cor 15:35-36  But someone will say, "How are the 
dead raised? And with what kind of body do they come?"  You fool! That which you sow does not 
come to life unless it dies; 

C. Foolishness wastes time walking unwisely.  Eph 5:15-17  Therefore be careful how you walk, 
not as unwise men, but as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  So 
then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 

D. Foolishness is silenced by doing good.  1 Pet 2:15-16  For such is the will of God that by 
doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men.  Act as free men, and do not use your 
freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of God. 

14. Jesus covered all ten of the commandments. 
 
Mark 7:23 = Defilement Is from Within  (Matt 15:20) 
 
"All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man." 
 
Matt 15:20  "These are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile the man." 
 
Summary: 
1. Just in case someone missed it, Jesus says it again. 
2. The Pharisees have far more problems than they could have possibly realized. 
3. They had grossly misunderstood the clean and unclean principles. 
4. As does legalism. 
5. Unchecked “evil thoughts” lead to all categories of sin which culminate in “folly.” 
6. How many forms or methods do we view as “spiritual?” 
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Matt 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30 
Crumbs from the Table 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
1). The Bread of Life  John 6:22-40 
2). True Food, True Drink  John 6:41-58 
3). Many Walk Away  John 6:59-71 
4). Man's Traditions versus God's Commands  Matt 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23; John 7:1 
5). Crumbs from the Table  Matt 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30 (21-35MM) 

 
Mark 7:24 = Jesus Seeks Some Privacy  (Matt 15:21) 
 
And from there He arose and went away to the region of Tyre (about 40 mi. NW-into Gentile territory). And 
when He had entered a house, He wanted no one to know of it; yet He could not escape notice. 
 
Matt 15:21  And Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and Sidon. 
 
Mark 7:25 = A Mother Needs Some Help  (Matt 15:22) 
 
But after hearing of Him, a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit, immediately came and fell 
at His feet. 
 
Matt 15:22  And behold, a Canaanite woman came out from that region, and began to cry out, saying, "Have 
mercy (don’t give me what I deserve) on me, O Lord (KURIOS), Son of David (knew who He was); my 
daughter (THUGAT8R = daughter) is cruelly (evilly) demon-possessed (DAIMONIDZOMAI)." 
 
Mark 7:26 = A Gentile Mother  (Matt 15:23-25) 
 
Now the woman was a Gentile, of the Syrophoenician race (Phoenicia belonged to Syria at that time). And 
she kept asking Him to cast the demon (DAIMONION) out of her daughter (THUGATRION = little daughter). 
 
Matt 15:23-25  23 But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came to Him and kept asking Him, saying, 
"Send her away, for she is shouting out after us."  24  But He answered and said, "I was sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel."  25  But she came and began to bow down before Him, saying, "Lord, help me 
(BO8THEW = come to the aid of)!" 
 
Summary: 
1. This Gentile woman became a nuisance with her request. 
2. Jesus tested the woman and His disciples. 
3. Jesus had sent His disciples out earlier to the “lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  Matt 10:5-6 
4. So He tested the woman’s orientation to the Jews. 
5. And His disciples “eliteness.” (They  flunked) 
6. She begged Him to help.   
7. Divine help begins at salvation.  2 Cor 6:1-3  And working together with Him, we also urge you not to 

receive the grace of God in vain--for He says, "At the acceptable time I listened to you, and on the day of 
salvation I helped you"; behold, now is "the acceptable time," behold, now is "the day of salvation"--giving 
no cause for offense in anything, in order that the ministry be not discredited, 

8. As Christians we should be sensitive to cries for help.  Acts 16:9  And a vision appeared to Paul in 
the night: a certain man of Macedonia was standing and appealing to him, and saying, "Come over to 
Macedonia and help us." 

9. We should ask for help when we are having trouble with faith.  Mark 9:17-24  17 And one of the 
crowd answered Him, "Teacher, I brought You my son, possessed with a spirit which makes him mute;  
18 and whenever it seizes him, it dashes him to the ground and he foams at the mouth, and grinds his 
teeth, and stiffens out. And I told Your disciples to cast it out, and they could not do it."  19 And He 
answered them and said, "O unbelieving generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I put up 
with you? Bring him to Me!"  20  And they brought the boy to Him. And when he saw Him, immediately the 
spirit threw him into a convulsion, and falling to the ground, he began rolling about and foaming at the 
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mouth.  21  And He asked his father, "How long has this been happening to him?" And he said, "From 
childhood.  22  "And it has often thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You 
can do anything, take pity on us and help us!"  23  And Jesus said to him,"' If You can!' All things are 
possible to him who believes."  24  Immediately the boy's father cried out and began saying, "I do believe; 
help my unbelief." 

10. We should also ask for help when we are tempted.  Heb 2:17-18  Therefore, He had to be made like 
His brethren in all things, that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to 
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  For since He Himself was tempted in that which He 
has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted. 

 
Mark 7:27 = A Test For Her  (Matt 15:26) 
 
And He was saying to her, "Let the children be satisfied first, for it is not good to take the children's bread 
and throw it to the dogs." 
 
Matt 15:26  And He answered and said, "It is not good to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus uses a parable to teach about Israel. 
2. They are children in their thinking but His first responsibility is to them. 
3. The Gentiles were viewed as “dogs” by the Jews.  (derogatory term) 
4. Jesus is letting the disciples see how she reacts.  (what do you think would have happened if they 

had been called a name??) 
 
Mark 7:28 = Her Humble Answer  (Matt 15:27) 
 
But she answered and said to Him, "Yes, Lord, but even the dogs under the table feed on the children's 
crumbs." 
 
Matt 15:27  But she said, "Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall from their masters' table." 
 
Mark 7:29 = Answer to Her Prayer  (Matt 15:28a) 
 
And He said to her, "Because of this answer go your way; the demon has gone out of your daughter." 
 
Matt 15:28a  Then Jesus answered and said to her, "O woman, your faith is great; be it done for you as you wish."  
 
Summary: 
1. Her humility is clearly displayed. 
2. She is more interested in her daughter than in her “pride.” 
3. This Gentile knew who He was and asked for mercy, thus displaying her faith and being blessed. 
4. The “lost sheep of Israel” rejected Him and missed indescribable blessing. 
 
Mark 7:30 = The Proof  (Matt 15:28b) 
 
And going back to her home, she found the child lying on the bed, the demon having departed. 
 
Matt 15:28b  And her daughter was healed at once. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus did not need to be present to heal.  (Long distance) 
2. This is the second Gentile to have displayed great faith.  (Centurion) 
 
Humility: 
Why Humility? 
1. Humility is directly related to spiritual greatness.  Matt 23:11-12  "But the greatest among you shall 

be your servant.  "And whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be 
exalted. 
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2. Humility is essential to “walking in a manner worthy of our calling.”  Eph 4:1-3  I, therefore, the 
prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love, being 
diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

3. Humility is vital to Christian service.  Acts 20:18-21  And when they had come to him, he said to them, 
"You yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time, serving 
the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which came upon me through the plots of the Jews; 
how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from 
house to house, solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

4. Humility is a vital part of reaching the objectives of the Christian life.  Col 3:12-17  And so, as those 
who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint 
against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  And beyond all these things put on 
love, which is the perfect bond of unity.  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in one body; and be thankful.  Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all 
wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God.  And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. 

 
What Is It? 
5. Humility is an issue of the heart which is grounded in Jesus Christ.  Matt 11:29  "Take My yoke 

upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.  
6. Humility involves a childlike trust in God.  Matt 18:3-4  and said, "Truly I say to you, unless you are 

converted and become like children, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.  "Whoever then humbles 
himself as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

7. Humility willingly submits to God’s plan.  Phil 2:8  (plan for your life and plan for others’ life)  And 
being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 

8. Humility places others first.  Phil 2:3-4  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility 
of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; do not merely look out for 
your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 

9. Humility has respect for other people.  1 Pet 5:5  You younger men, likewise, be subject to your 
elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the 
proud, but gives grace to the humble.   

10. Humility involves giving your cares to the Lord.  1 Pet 5:6-7  Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety upon Him, because 
He cares for you. 

11. Humility is content in all earthly circumstances.  Phil 4:12-13  I know how to get along with humble 
means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret 
of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.  I can do all things 
through Him who strengthens me. 

12. Humility is not based in legalism.  Col 2:18-23  Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by 
delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, 
inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, and not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, 
being supplied and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God.  If 
you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, 
do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!" (which all refer to 
things destined to perish with the using)-- in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?  
These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-
abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence. 

13. Humility submits and draws near to God for the purpose of change.  James 4:6-10  But He gives a 
greater grace. Therefore it says, "God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble."  Submit 
therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  Draw near to God and He will draw near to 
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  Be miserable and 
mourn and weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning, and your joy to gloom.  Humble yourselves in 
the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you. 
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Matt 15:29-31; Mark 7:31-37 
Open Up! 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
1). The Bread of Life  John 6:22-40 
2). True Food, True Drink  John 6:41-58 
3). Many Walk Away  John 6:59-71 
4). Man's Traditions versus God's Commands  Matt 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23; John 7:1 
5). Crumbs from the Table  Matt 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30 (21-35MM) 
6). Open Up!  Matt 15:29-31; Mark 7:31-37 (22-35MM) 

 
Mark 7:31 = He Moves Again  (Matt 15:29) 
 
And again He went out from the region of Tyre, and came through Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, within the 
region of Decapolis (a long journey back to the SE corner of the Sea of Galilee; 10 Greek cities with Jewish-
Gentile mix; same general area where He healed “Legion” and the pigs ran off the cliff). 
 
Matt 15:29  And departing from there, Jesus went along by the Sea of Galilee, and having gone up to the 
mountain, He was sitting there. 
 
Mark 7:32 = A Deaf Man Brought  (Matt 15:30) 
 
And they brought to Him one who was deaf and spoke with difficulty (MOGILALOS = 1X; only 1x in LXX; Isa 
35:6), and they entreated Him to lay His hand upon him. 
 
Matt 15:30  And great multitudes came to Him, bringing with them those who were lame, crippled, blind, dumb, 
and many others, and they laid them down at His feet; and He healed them, 
 
Summary: 
1. There were actually great multitudes being brought to Him for healing.   
2. So this man is singled out for a special reason. 
3. The Jews were expecting the Messiah to heal just this sort of person.  Isa 35:4-6  Say to those with 

anxious heart, "Take courage, fear not. Behold, your God will come with vengeance; the recompense of 
God will come, but He will save you.  Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
will be unstopped.  Then the lame will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the dumb will shout for joy. For 
waters will break forth in the wilderness and streams in the Arabah. 

 
Mark 7:33 = A Private Meeting 
 
And He took him aside from the multitude by himself, and put His fingers into his ears, and after spitting, 
He touched his tongue with the saliva; 
 
Mark 7:34 = The Request 
 
and looking up to heaven with a deep sigh (AAI STENADZW = to grieve; an inward unexpressed feeling of 
sorrow), He said to him, "Ephphatha!" that is, "Be opened!" 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus used sign language to let the man know that He was going to fix all his problems. 
2. Spit was thought to be a healing remedy.  (Used by Rabbi’s, cited by Pliny and Tacitus) 
3. It was used by parents to show disapproval of children’s acts.  Num 12:14 
4. It was used to show blatant rejection of one’s obligations.  Deut 25:9 
5. It was used as a sign of contempt.  Job 30:10; Matt 26:67; 27:30 et al 
6. Being spit upon could render one unclean if from a man with a bodily discharge.  Lev 15:8 
7. This man was probably a Gentile.  Cf Matt 15:31 (where the phrase “glorified the God of Israel” is 

used) 
8. He is “throwing crumbs to the Gentiles” by healing them. 
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9. This man was happy with the Lord’s spit, while the Jews would have been offended. 
10. One word from the Lord brought healing. 
11. The “deep sigh” indicates that Jesus was physically tired and burdened for this man.  Rom 8:23  

And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 

12. We will get tired too.  2 Cor 5:2-4  For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our 
dwelling from heaven; inasmuch as we, having put it on, shall not be found naked.  For indeed while we 
are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed, but to be clothed, in 
order that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 

13. But we are not to add to the pressure on leaders through rebellious activity.  Heb 13:17  Obey your 
leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let 
them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 

14. Nor let our tiredness lead us to judging others.  James 5:9  Do not complain, brethren, against one 
another, that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door. 

 
Mark 7:35 = The Answer 
 
And his ears were opened, and the impediment (DESMOS = band, bond) of his tongue was removed, and 
he began speaking plainly. 
 
Mark 7:36 = His Orders 
 
And He gave them orders not to tell anyone; but the more He ordered them, the more widely they 
continued to proclaim it. 
 
Mark 7:37 = He Is Amazing  (Matt 15:31) 
 
And they were utterly astonished, saying, "He has done all things well; He makes even the deaf to hear, 
and the dumb to speak." 
 
Matt 15:31  so that the multitude marveled as they saw the dumb speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame 
walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel. 
 
Summary: 
1. This man was not the only one healed that day. 
2. Jesus did not want to be known simply as “the miracle worker.” 
3. Neither did He want to draw more large Gentile crowds. 
4. The man’s tongue was freed from its chains. 
 
Bondage 
1. Human chains alone cannot bind the enemy.  Luke 8:29  For He had been commanding the unclean 

spirit to come out of the man. For it had seized him many times; and he was bound with chains and 
shackles and kept under guard; and yet he would burst his fetters and be driven by the demon into the 
desert. 

2. Satan can use an illness to bind us.  Luke 13:16  "And this woman, a daughter of Abraham as she is, 
whom Satan has bound for eighteen long years, should she not have been released from this bond on the 
Sabbath day?" 

3. God can use many different ways to free us from our chains.  Acts 16:25-26  But about midnight 
Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to 
them; and suddenly there came a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison house were 
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's chains were unfastened. 

4. Some will face bondage from others for the cause of Christ.  Acts 20:22-24  "And now, behold, 
bound in spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there, except that the 
Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions await me.  "But I do not 
consider my life of any account as dear to myself, in order that I may finish my course, and the ministry 
which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God. 

5. Some will try to bind us with unfounded accusations.  Acts 23:28-29  "And wanting to ascertain the 
charge for which they were accusing him, I brought him down to their Council; and I found him to be 
accused over questions about their Law, but under no accusation deserving death or imprisonment. 
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6. Some leaders may become open to the gospel by witnessing your grace under undue pressure.  
Acts 26:29-31  And Paul said, "I would to God, that whether in a short or long time, not only you, but also 
all who hear me this day, might become such as I am, except for these chains."  And the king arose and 
the governor and Bernice, and those who were sitting with them, and when they had drawn aside, they 
began talking to one another, saying, "This man is not doing anything worthy of death or imprisonment." 

7. Strong friendships are built by fellowship with others’ during their bondage.  Phil 1:7  For it is only 
right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart, since both in my imprisonment 
and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me. 

8. Physical bondage does not mean that one has to be under spiritual bondage.  Phil 1:12-14  Now I 
want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, 
so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known throughout the whole praetorian 
guard and to everyone else, and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my 
imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear. 

9. How easy would it be to shut us up?  2 Tim 2:8-9  Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, 
descendant of David, according to my gospel, for which I suffer hardship even to imprisonment as a 
criminal; but the word of God is not imprisoned. 
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Matt 15:32-38; Mark 8:1-9 
Feeding the Four Thousand Gentiles 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
1). The Bread of Life  John 6:22-40 
2). True Food, True Drink  John 6:41-58 
3). Many Walk Away  John 6:59-71 
4). Man's Traditions versus God's Commands  Matt 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23; John 7:1 
5). Crumbs from the Table  Matt 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30 (21-35MM) 
6). Open Up!  Matt 15:29-31; Mark 7:31-37 (22-35MM) 
7). Feeding the Four Thousand Gentiles  Matt 15:32-38; Mark 8:1-9 (23-35MM) 

 
Mark 8:1 = Another Opportunity 
 
In those days again, when there was a great multitude (Gentiles in the Decapolis area) and they had nothing 
to eat, He called His disciples and said to them, 
 
Mark 8:2 = Compassion at Work 
 
"I feel compassion for the multitude because they have remained with Me now three days, and have 
nothing to eat; 
 
Mark 8:3 = The Problem  (Matt 15:32) 
 
and if I send them away hungry to their home, they will faint (FPI EKLUW = "to loose, release" (ek, "out," luo, 
"to loose"); (b) "to unloose," as a bow-string, "to relax," and so, "to enfeeble," and is used in the passive voice with 
the significance "to be faint, grow weary,") on the way; and some of them have come from a distance." 
 
Matt 15:32  And Jesus called His disciples to Him, and said, "I feel compassion for the multitude, because they 
have remained with Me now three days and have nothing to eat; and I do not wish to send them away hungry, lest 
they faint on the way." 
 
Summary: 
1. We will reap if we do not faint.  Gal 6:7-10  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man 

sows, this he will also reap.  For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, 
but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.  And let us not lose heart in doing 
good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.  So then, while we have opportunity, let us do 
good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith. 

2. We must keep our eyes fixed on Christ to not faint.  Heb 12:1-3  Therefore, since we have so great a 
cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily 
entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  For consider Him who has endured such hostility by 
sinners against Himself, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart. 

3. We are not to faint even when we may be under His discipline.  Heb 12:4-6  You have not yet 
resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin; and you have forgotten the exhortation 
which is addressed to you as sons, "My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor faint when 
you are reproved by Him; For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son 
whom He receives." 

 
Mark 8:4 = The Disciples’ Response  (Matt 15:33) 
 
And His disciples answered Him, "Where will anyone be able to find enough to satisfy (Aor Inf 
CHORTADZW = to feed or fatten; usually used of animals) these men with bread here in a desolate place?" 
 
Matt 15:33  And the disciples said to Him, "Where would we get so many loaves in a desolate place to satisfy 
such a great multitude?" 



 37

 
Summary: 
1. The Lord is going to now feed Gentiles in a similar manner to how He fed the Jews.  Matt 14:19-20  

And ordering the multitudes to recline on the grass, He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking 
up toward heaven, He blessed the food, and breaking the loaves He gave them to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave to the multitudes, and they all ate, and were satisfied. And they picked up what was left 
over of the broken pieces, twelve full baskets. 

2. The “crumbs” for the Gentiles was being turned into a full meal.  Mark 7:27  And He was saying to 
her, "Let the children be satisfied first, for it is not good to take the children's bread and throw it to the 
dogs." 

3. If we refuse to help those in need, offering only lip-service to them, we have a “dead” faith.  James 
2:14-17  (We are not like Christ)  What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but he has no 
works? Can that faith save him?  If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and 
one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what use is that?  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 

4. When “Prodigals” reach the point of desiring to be “filled” with almost anything, they can come to 
their senses.  Luke 15:16-17  "And he was longing to fill his stomach with the pods that the swine were 
eating, and no one was giving anything to him.  "But when he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of 
my father's hired men have more than enough bread, but I am dying here with hunger! 

5. Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied.  Matt 5:6  (These people had been 
with Christ for 3 days-do you think there was hunger??)  "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.   

6. Contentment learns to deal with any physical circumstances.  Phil 4:12-13 (the people were not 
going to leave)  I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in 
any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having 
abundance and suffering need.  I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. 

 
Mark 8:5 = Sound Familiar?  (Matt 15:34) 
 
And He was asking them, "How many loaves do you have?" And they said, "Seven." 
 
Matt 15:34  And Jesus said to them, "How many loaves do you have?" And they said, "Seven, and a few small 
fish." 
 
Mark 8:6 = More to Work With this Time  (Matt 15:35-36) 
 
And He directed the multitude to sit down on the ground; and taking the seven loaves, He gave thanks 
(AAPTC EUCHARISTEW) and broke (AAI KLAW = word used for the “breaking” of His body; Luke 22:19) them, 
and started giving (IPF DIDWMI) them to His disciples to serve (PAS PARATITH8MI = to place beside; 
normally used of placing food in front of someone) to them, and they served them to the multitude. 
 
Matt 15:35-36  35 And He directed the multitude to sit down on the ground;  36 and He took the seven loaves and 
the fish; and giving thanks, He broke them and started giving them to the disciples, and the disciples in turn, to the 
multitudes. 
 
Comment:  Jesus thanked God for what He had, took a step of faith (broke them) and took action (began 

distributing). 
 
Summary: 
1. This picture of the Lord feeding the multitudes is a picture of Him giving Himself to be consumed. 
2. Jesus’ last words on the cross placed His spirit before the Father.  Luke 23:46  And Jesus, crying 

out with a loud voice, said, "Father, into Thy hands I commit My spirit." And having said this, He breathed 
His last.  

3. We are to place ourselves in front of our Creator.  1 Pet 4:19  Therefore, let those also who suffer 
according to the will of God entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right. 

4. Then we are to pass it on.  2 Tim 2:2  And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of 
many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also. 
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Mark 8:7 = Christ’s Blessing 
 
They also had a few small fish; and after He had blessed them, He ordered these to be served as well. 
 
Mark 8:8 = Another Amazing Grace  (Matt 15:37) 
 
And they ate and were satisfied; and they picked up seven large baskets full of what was left over 
(PERISSEUMA = an abundance) of the broken pieces. 
 
Matt 15:37  And they all ate, and were satisfied, and they picked up what was left over of the broken pieces, 
seven large baskets full. 
 
Mark 8:9 = How Many This Time?  (Matt 15:38) 
 
And about four thousand were there; and He sent them away. 
 
Matt 15:38  And those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children. 
 
Abundance 
1. We need an abundance of righteousness.  Matt 5:20  "For I say to you, that unless your righteousness 

surpasses {that} of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.   
2. So Jesus supplied the righteousness through His grace.  Rom 5:14-15  Nevertheless death reigned 

from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who 
is a type of Him who was to come.  But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the 
transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the 
one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many. 

3. He gave us more than enough.  Eph 1:7-8  In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, which He lavished upon us. In all 
wisdom and insight 

4. God’s grace will cause abundant thanksgiving.  2 Cor 4:13-18  But having the same spirit of faith, 
according to what is written, "I believed, therefore I spoke," we also believe, therefore also we speak;  
knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and will present us with you.  For 
all things are for your sakes, that the grace which is spreading to more and more people may cause the 
giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God.  Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man 
is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.  For momentary, light affliction is producing 
for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal. 

5. Pray for an abundance:  
A. Of the Christian life.  1Thes 4:1  Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord 

Jesus, that, as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just 
as you actually do walk), that you may excel still more. 

B. Of grace.  Col 2:6-7  As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 
having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your faith, just as you 
were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude. 

C. Of love.  1Thes 3:11-13  Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our 
way to you; and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for 
all men, just as we also do for you; so that He may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness 
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.  1Thes 4:9-10  
Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you 
yourselves are taught by God to love one another; for indeed you do practice it toward all the 
brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more, 

D. Of love that is based on knowledge and discernment.  Phil 1:9-10  And this I pray, that your 
love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may 
approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; 

E. Of comfort.  2 Cor 1:5  For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our 
comfort is abundant through Christ.   

F. Of edification for the Church.  1 Cor 14:12  So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual 
{gifts,} seek to abound for the edification of the church.   
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G. Of the Lord’s work.  1 Cor 15:58  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not {in} vain in the Lord.   

6. Pray that we may use our physical abundance wisely: 
A. The amount we give is not the true measure of generosity and sacrifice.  Mark 12:42-44  

And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent.  And calling 
His disciples to Him, He said to them, "Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the 
contributors to the treasury; for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put 
in all she owned, all she had to live on."  2 Cor 8:1-2  Now, brethren, we wish to make known to 
you the grace of God which has been given in the churches of Macedonia, that in a great ordeal 
of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their 
liberality. 

B. Our abundance should be available to assist in providing for the needs of other saints.  2 
Cor 8:11-15  But now finish doing it also; that just as there was the readiness to desire it, so there 
may be also the completion of it by your ability.  For if the readiness is present, it is acceptable 
according to what a man has, not according to what he does not have.  For this is not for the ease 
of others and for your affliction, but by way of equality--at this present time your abundance being 
a supply for their want, that their abundance also may become a supply for your want, that there 
may be equality; as it is written, "He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who 
gathered little had no lack." 

C. We should abound in this work.  2 Cor 8:7  But just as you abound in everything, in faith and 
utterance and knowledge and in all earnestness and in the love we inspired in you, see that you 
abound in this gracious work also. 

7. Never forget the principle of sowing and reaping.  2 Cor 9:6-8  Now this I say, he who sows sparingly 
shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows bountifully shall also reap bountifully. Let each one do just as 
he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.  And 
God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may 
have an abundance for every good deed; 
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Matt 15:39-16:12; Mark 8:10-26 
A Demand for a Miracle 

 
1. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
1). The Bread of Life  John 6:22-40 
2). True Food, True Drink  John 6:41-58 
3). Many Walk Away  John 6:59-71 
4). Man's Traditions versus God's Commands  Matt 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23; John 7:1 
5). Crumbs from the Table  Matt 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30 (21-35MM) 
6). Open Up!  Matt 15:29-31; Mark 7:31-37 (22-35MM) 
7). Feeding the Four Thousand Gentiles  Matt 15:32-38; Mark 8:1-9 (23-35MM) 
8). A Demand for a Miracle  Matt 15:39-16:12; Mark 8:10-26 (24-35MM) 

 
Mark 8:10 = Back Across the Sea of Galilee  (Matt 15:39) 
 
And immediately He entered the boat with His disciples, and came to the district of Dalmanutha.  
(unknown place on western shore of Sea of Galilee) 
 
Matt 15:39  And sending away the multitudes, He got into the boat, and came to the region of Magadan. 
 
Mark 8:11 = The Pharisees Again  (Matt 16:1) 
 
And the Pharisees came out and began to argue (PAINF SUDZETEW = to seek with; contend; argue) with 
Him, seeking from Him a sign from heaven, to test Him (PAPTC PEIRADZW = test/tempt; like what Satan did 
in Matt 4:1). 
 
Matt 16:1  And the Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and testing Him asked Him to show them a sign from 
heaven. 
 
Mark 8:12 = Jesus’ Sorrow  (Matt 16:2-4) 
 
And sighing deeply in His spirit, He said, "Why does this generation seek for a sign? Truly I say to you, 
no sign shall be given to this generation." 
 
Matt 16:2-4  2 But He answered and said to them, "When it is evening, you say, 'It will be fair weather, for the sky 
is red.'  3  "And in the morning, 'There will be a storm today, for the sky is red and threatening. 'Do you know how 
to discern the appearance of the sky, but cannot discern the signs of the times?  4  "An evil and adulterous 
generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not be given it, except the sign of Jonah." And He left them, and 
went away. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus questions their ability to discern even the simple things. 
2. His answer is short and to the point. 
 
Mark 8:13 = He Moves Again 
 
And leaving them, He again embarked and went away to the other side (heading for Bethsaida; cf V22). 
 
Mark 8:14 = The Perceived Problem  (Matt 16:5) 
 
And they had forgotten to take bread; and did not have more than one loaf in the boat with them. 
 
Matt 16:5  And the disciples came to the other side and had forgotten to take bread. 
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Mark 8:15 = The Real Problem  (Matt 16:6) 
 
And He was giving orders to them, saying, "Watch out! Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the 
leaven of Herod." 
 
Matt 16:6  And Jesus said to them, "Watch out and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees." 
 
Mark 8:16 = They Just Didn’t Get It  (Matt 16:7) 
 
And they began to discuss with one another the fact that they had no bread. 
 
Matt 16:7  And they began to discuss among themselves, saying, "It is because we took no bread." 
 
Mark 8:17 = A Little Frustration Shows  (Matt 16:8) 
 
And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, "Why do you discuss the fact that you have no bread? Do you not 
yet see or understand? Do you have a hardened heart? 
 
Matt 16:8  But Jesus, aware of this, said, "You men of little faith, why do you discuss among yourselves that you 
have no bread? 
 
Mark 8:18 = Are You Really Paying Attention? 
 
"Having eyes, do you not see? And having ears, do you not hear? And do you not remember, 
 
Mark 8:19 = What Did You See A While Ago?  (Matt 16:9) 
 
when I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces you picked 
up? "They said to Him," Twelve." 
 
Matt 16:9  "Do you not yet understand or remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets 
you took up? 
 
Mark 8:20 = What Did You Just See?  (Matt 16:10) 
 
"And when I broke the seven for the four thousand, how many large baskets full of broken pieces did you 
pick up?" And they said to Him, "Seven." 
 
Matt 16:10  "Or the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many large baskets you took up? 
 
Mark 8:21 = Do You Not Yet Understand?  (Matt 16:11-12) 
 
And He was saying to them, "Do you not yet understand (PAI SUNIEMI = to be together, understand)?" 
 
Matt 16:11-12  11 "How is it that you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread? But beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees."  12  Then they understood that He did not say to beware of the 
leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

 
Understanding: 
1. Understanding is essential to the Christian Life.  Matt 13:13-23  13  "Therefore I speak to them in 

parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they 
understand.  14  "And in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, 'You will keep on 
hearing, but will not understand; and you will keep on seeing, but will not perceive;  15  For the heart of 
this people has become dull, and with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes lest 
they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and return, and I 
should heal them.'  16  "But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.  
17  "For truly I say to you, that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did 
not see it; and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.  18  "Hear then the parable of the sower.  19  
"When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 
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snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the 
road.  20  "And the one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the 
word, and immediately receives it with joy;  21  yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, 
and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away.  22  "And the 
one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the 
world, and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.  23  "And the one on 
whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and understands it; who 
indeed bears fruit, and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty." 

2. We are to understand the will of the Lord.  Eph 5:15-17  Therefore be careful how you walk, not as 
unwise men, but as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  So then do not be 
foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 

3. We have to understand the issues of legalism.  Matt 15:10-11  And after He called the multitude to 
Him, He said to them, "Hear, and understand.  "Not what enters into the mouth defiles the man, but what 
proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles the man." 

4. We must understand issues based on God’s standards.  2 Cor 10:11-12  Let such a person consider 
this, that what we are in word by letters when absent, such persons we are also in deed when present.  
For we are not bold to class or compare ourselves with some of those who commend themselves; but 
when they measure themselves by themselves, and compare themselves with themselves, they are 
without understanding. 

 
Mark 8:22 = Another Type of Blind Man 
 
And they came to Bethsaida. And they brought a blind man to Him, and entreated Him to touch him. 
 
Mark 8:23 = Step One of Restoring his Sight 
 
And taking the blind man by the hand, He brought him out of the village; and after spitting on his eyes, 
and laying His hands upon him, He asked him, "Do you see anything?" 
 
Mark 8:24 = Can See but Not Clearly 
 
And he looked up and said, "I see men, for I am seeing them like trees, walking about." 
 
Mark 8:25 = Total Healing 
 
Then again He laid His hands upon his eyes; and he looked intently (AAI DIABLEPW = looked through) and 
was restored (AAI APOKATHIST8MI = stand according to a standard away from..), and began to see 
everything clearly. 
 
Comment:  A requirement for taking the speck out of a brother’s eye is clear sight.  Luke 6:42  "Or how can 

you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,' when you yourself do not 
see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will 
see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother's eye. 

 
Mark 8:26 = Instructions 
 
And He sent him to his home, saying, "Do not even enter the village." 
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John 7:2-10 
His Brothers Disbelieve 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
 
John 7:2 = The Timing 
 
Now the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was at hand. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Feast of Booths began on the 15th day of the 7th month, mid-October.  Lev 23:34 
2. It began 5 days after the Day of Atonement and lasted 8 days. 
3. Attendance was required of all Jewish men.  Deut 16:16 
4. This Feast was symbolic of the Millennial Kingdom. 
 
John 7:3 = The Test 
 
His brothers (half-brothers; children of Joseph and Mary; Mary was not a virgin all of her life) therefore said to 
Him, "Depart from here (Galilee-7:1 said He was unwilling to walk in Judea because the Jews were seeking to 
kill Him; notice they are giving Him commands; they are taunting their older brother at the least), and go into 
Judea, that Your disciples also may behold Your works which You are doing. 
 
Comment:  Probably sarcastic in tone. 
Comment:  Their unbelief is revealed in the use of the phrase “Your” disciples. 
 
Summary: 
1. His unbelieving brothers want Him to go into harm’s way. 
2. The Test concerned whether or not to submit to the mandate of His brothers. 
 
John 7:4 = The Temptation 
 
"For no one does anything in secret, when he himself seeks to be known publicly. If (1st class = since) You 
do these things (Your works), show Yourself (Aor Act Imp PHAN8ROW = manifest yourself) to the world." 
 
Comment:  This was kind of a taunt. 
Comment:  Those whom you dearly love may not understand your motives. 
Comment:  They can be a great test and can also offer temptations. 
 
Summary: 
1. The temptation offered to Jesus was to show off and to do so for personal gain. 
2. Elements of the temptation:  Just like in the Garden of Eden 

A. Offer of Prominence.  V3 
B. Taunt of Ignorance.  V4 

 
John 7:5 = The Truth 
 
For not even His brothers were believing (IPF PISTEUW = were believing; action in past time) in Him. 
 
Summary: 
1. Even those closest to the Lord for 30 years had problems accepting who He was. 
2. But even Jesus’ humanity could see through them. 
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John 7:6 = The Timing 
 
Jesus therefore said to them (his brothers), "My time is not yet at hand, but your time is always opportune 
(HETOIMOS = ready, prepared). 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus is referring to the prophecy of Dan 9:24-27.   
2. The 69th week is near completion but will not be completed until Spring of next year.  Then He will 

make His triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 
3. Jesus is saying everything is prepared for you to believe. 
4. It is ready like when the preparation for a wedding is completed.  Matt 22:4,8 
5. Once we accept the Lord we are to be ready: 

A. To make a defense of the hope in us.  1 Pet 3:15  but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, 
always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope 
that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 

B. For every good deed.  Titus 3:1-2  Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be 
obedient, to be ready for every good deed, to malign no one, to be uncontentious, gentle, 
showing every consideration for all men. 

C. For His return.  Matt 24:44  "For this reason you be ready too; for the Son of Man is coming at 
an hour when you do not think He will. 

 
John 7:7 = His Testimony 
 
"The world cannot hate you (my brothers); but it hates Me because I testify of it, that its deeds are evil. 
 
Summary: 
1. The world does not hate them because they are in league with it.  John 15:18-19  "If the world hates 

you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you.  "If you were of the world, the world would love its 
own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates 
you. 

2. What the world hates is exposure.  John 3:20  "For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does 
not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 

3. To truly live we must die to the things of the world.  John 12:24-26  "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains by itself alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  
"He who loves his life loses it; and he who hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal.  "If 
anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall My servant also be; if anyone serves 
Me, the Father will honor him. 

 
John 7:8 = His Time 
 
"Go up to the feast yourselves; I do not go up to this feast because My time (KAIROS = time denoting the 
things that mark a season; He would go up later, but not with the markers of the time like they referred to, i.e. with 
much fanfare and applause) has not yet fully come." 
 
Summary: 
1. Although we are not told specifically, Jesus probably sensed that His brothers would generate 

unwanted fanfare.  (After all, with His popularity could come their popularity) 
2. We must pay careful attention to Jesus’ words. 
3. Jesus was not going “right now” to the Feast because the “seasonal” events his brothers were 

seeking were inappropriate.  (“seasonal” is an inherent part of kairos) 
4. If He were to go right then there would be much fanfare, so He will wait until it calms down. 
5. He knew that He was not to die at the Fall feasts but during the Spring at the time of Passover. 
 
John 7:9 = His Time Out 
 
And having said these things to them, He stayed in Galilee. 
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John 7:10 = His Way 
 
But when His brothers had gone up to the feast, then He Himself also went up, not publicly (as His 
brothers wanted Him to do), but as it were, in secret (EN KRUPTW = with a veil). 
 
Summary: 
1. Unbelief tries to get Jesus to cater to its desires. 
2. His timing accounts for all factors. 
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John 7:11-13 
Divided Opinions about Jesus 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36 

a. Divided Opinions about Jesus  7:11-13   
 
John 7:11 = His Countrymen Seek Him 
 
The Jews (this title looks primarily at the Jewish leaders which would include the Priests, Pharisees etc.) 
therefore were seeking Him at the feast (of Booths or Tabernacles, in the Fall), and were saying, "Where is 
He?" 
 
John 7:12 = The Divided Opinions 
 
And there was much grumbling (GOGGUSMOS = talking in low tones, criticisms or discussions) among the 
multitudes concerning Him; some were saying, "He is a good man (AGATHOS = become good; not quite 
accurate but not antagonistic)"; others were saying, "No, on the contrary, He leads the multitude astray (PAI 
PLANAW = cause to stray, deceive)." 
 
John 7:13 = Hidden Opinions 
 
Yet no one was speaking openly of Him for fear of the Jews. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Jewish leaders sought His arrest, conviction and death.  Cf 7:1 
2. The common Jews were divided in their opinions: 

A. Some thought Him simply to be a good man. 
B. While others thought Him a deceiver, which was blasphemy. 
C. Both views are still around today. 

3. The hostility of the Jewish leaders was so evident that all were afraid to publicly state their 
opinion. 

4. This is a vivid picture of the religious oppression that Jesus came to free us from.  Gal 5:1 
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John 7:14-18 
Jesus’ Teaching about Knowing 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36 

a. Divided Opinions about Jesus  7:11-13   
b. Jesus’ Teaching about Knowing  7:14-18   

 
John 7:14 = Jesus Arrives and Begins to Teach 
 
But when it was now the midst of the feast (4 days had gone by) Jesus went up into the temple, and began 
to teach. 
 
John 7:15 = The Jews Question 
 
The Jews therefore were marveling (THAUMADZW), saying, "How has this man become learned (GRAMMA 
= a man of letters, one who knows writings, a scribe), having never been educated (Pf Act Ptc MANTHANW = 
completed learning as a student; finished seminary)?" 
 
Summary: 
1. Christ went public according to His timing and caught the Jews a little off guard. 
2. Whatever the subject matter was, the Jewish leaders were amazed at His knowledge and 

understanding of it. 
3. He taught differently than they did, with authority.  Matt 7:29 & Mark 1:22 
4. They could not argue with Him intellectually so they attacked His credentials, evaluating human 

qualifications rather than the Divine message. 
 
John 7:16 = Jesus’ Answer 
 
Jesus therefore answered them (responded to their charges), and said, "My teaching is not Mine (OUK + PAI 
EIMI = emphatic), but His who sent Me. 
 
John 7:17 = The Key to Understanding 
 
"If (3rd Class) any man (TIS = indefinite pronoun; anyone) is willing (PAS THELW = potential decision on the 
part of the hearer) to do (Pres Act Inf. POIEW = to do, not just to know) His will (THEL8MA = desire; not just the 
plan but rather what pleases God), (implied condition, “then”) he shall know (FAI GINWSKW = he shall know; as 
a promise) of the teaching, whether it is of God, or whether I speak from Myself. 
 
Summary: 
1. The condition set forth by Jesus Christ to know the Word of God is that one desires to do the Will 

of God. 
2. If a person wants to do that they will know that Jesus’ teachings are from God. 
3. If you want to truly know it you must be willing to live it. 
4. Jesus’ word selection (THELEMA) means that we not only want to do what the Lord commands 

but what He desires. 
5. That is summed up in the Two Greatest Commandments. 
  
John 7:18 = The Test of a True Communicator 
 
"He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who is seeking the glory of the One who sent 
Him, He is true, and there is no unrighteousness in  Him. 
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Summary: 
1. Jesus’ humanity was tested to glorify itself.  John 8:54 
2. To seek one’s own glory is unrighteous and therefore casts a shadow on any message that is 

brought.  (trying to glorify the messenger.  Not the man, but the message, but why does the man often 
seek the glory?) 

3. To seek the glory of the source of the message is a foundational motivation of the messenger sent 
from God. 

4. Jesus declares the divine standard for evaluation of the message. 
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John 7:19-24 
Jesus’ Warning about Judgment 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36 

a. Divided Opinions about Jesus  7:11-13   
b. Jesus’ Teaching about Knowing  7:14-18   
c. Jesus’ Warning about Judgment  7:19-24   

 
John 7:19 = Jesus Questions Them 
 
"Did not Moses give you the Law, and yet none of you carries out the Law? Why do you seek to kill Me?" 
 
John 7:20 = They Blaspheme 
 
The multitude answered, "You have a demon! Who seeks to kill You?" 
 
John 7:21 = The Facts 
 
Jesus answered and said to them, "I did one deed, and you all marvel (PAI THAUMADZW = are still 
marveling; He is probably referring to the healing of the paralytic man the prior year on the Sabbath day.  John 
5:1-18.  The Jews had used it to accuse Him of violating the Sabbath) 
 
John 7:22 = Their Practice 
 
"On this account (because it was from the fathers) Moses has given you circumcision (not because it is 
from Moses, but from the fathers), and on the Sabbath you circumcise a man. 
 
John 7:23 = Their Inconsistency 
 
"If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath that the Law of Moses may not be broken, are you angry 
with Me because I made an entire man well on the Sabbath? 
 
John 7:24 = Their Failure to be Just 
 
"Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus pointed out that they all had sinned because none of them had carried out the Law of 

Moses. 
2. His proof is that they sought to kill Him-a man who had not violated the Law. 
3. They challenged His observation and in so doing accused Him of having a demon-which was 

blasphemy at worst and making false accusations at best. 
4. If they applied the same standards to themselves concerning Sabbath circumcision they would be 

guilty too. 
A. The Sabbath Day was a time to reflect on the grace of God. 
B. Circumcision was the sign of the grace of God in the Abrahamic Covenant. 
C. While circumcision was a work it was not viewed to be in violation of the letter of the Law, 

because it was an act of grace. 
D. Yet they were trying to hold Jesus to the letter of the Law for performing an act of grace. 

5. In context, judging according to appearance refers to failure to consider the motive behind the 
action. 

6. We must beware of jumping to conclusions based solely on overt observations. 
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John 7:25-31 
Jesus’ Claim about His Source 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36 

a. Divided Opinions about Jesus  7:11-13   
b. Jesus’ Teaching about Knowing  7:14-18   
c. Jesus’ Warning about Judgment  7:19-24   
d. Jesus’ Claim about His Source  7:25-31   

 
John 7:25 = The People of Jerusalem Ask Questions 
 
Therefore some of the people of Jerusalem were saying, "Is this not the man whom they are seeking to 
kill? 
 
John 7:26 = The People Notice the Jews Inconsistency 
 
"And look, He is speaking publicly, and they are saying nothing to Him. The rulers do not really know that 
this is the Christ, do they? 
 
John 7:27 = Faulty Theology 
 
"However, we know where this man is from; but whenever the Christ may come, no one knows where He 
is from." 
 
Summary: 
1. This crowd wonders about the leaders actions and motives. 
2. If they really thought Him to be subversive, why did they permit Him to continue His public 

teaching? 
3. The leaders credibility has been damaged to the point that most  people would not have believed 

them if they had proclaimed Jesus the Messiah. 
4. The Jews could not publicly refute Him so they covertly attacked Him. 
5. This part of the crowd is evaluating the overt and applying incorrect theology. 
 
John 7:28 = Jesus Corrects their Faulty Theology 
 
Jesus therefore cried out in the temple, teaching and saying, "You both know (OIDA) Me and know (OIDA) 
where I am from; and I have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, whom you do not know (OUK 
+ OIDA). 
 
John 7:29 = Jesus’ Divine Claim 
 
"I know (OIDA) Him (the One who sent Me); because I am from Him (PARA = beside), and He sent Me (Aor 
Act Ind APOSTELLW = with authority)." 
 
John 7:30 = Jesus’ Divine Protection 
 
They were seeking therefore to seize Him; and no man laid his hand on Him, because His hour had not yet 
come. 
 
John 7:31 = The Intellectual Honesty of the Multitude 
 
But many of the multitude believed in Him; and they were saying, "When the Christ shall come, He will not 
perform more signs than those which this man has, will He?" 
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Summary: 
1. Christ boldly addresses their mistaken theology by “crying out” in the Temple. 
2. They know of the Father but lack the relationship with Him that Jesus had. 
3. Christ again points out the divine sanction for His ministry.  He has been sent with authority from 

God. 
4. The people were still divided-some seeking to seize Him and others believing in Him. 
5. Some believed Him although not recognizing the full impact of what He was saying.  Cf 14:11 
6. Here is an example of the divine protection given to Jesus. 
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John 7:32-36 
Jesus’ Prophecy about His Future 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36 

a. Divided Opinions about Jesus  7:11-13   
b. Jesus’ Teaching about Knowing  7:14-18   
c. Jesus’ Warning about Judgment  7:19-24   
d. Jesus’ Claim about His Source  7:25-31   
e. Jesus’ Prophecy about His Future  7:32-36   

 
John 7:32 = The Pharisees React 
 
The Pharisees heard the multitude muttering these things about Him; and the chief priests and the 
Pharisees sent officers to seize Him. 
 
John 7:33 = Jesus States Future Fact About Himself 
 
Jesus therefore said, "For a little while longer I am with you, then I go to Him who sent Me. 
 
John 7:34 = Jesus States Future Fact About The Jews 
 
"You shall seek Me, and shall not find Me; and where I am, you cannot come." 
 
John 7:35 = The Jewish Response 
 
The Jews therefore said to one another, "Where does this man intend to go that we shall not find Him? He 
is not intending to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks, and teach the Greeks, is He? 
 
John 7:36 = The Difficult Statement 
 
"What is this statement that He said, 'You will seek Me, and will not find Me; and where I am, you cannot 
come'?" 
 
Summary: 
1. The Pharisees decided to act before others began to turn to Him. 
2. Jesus told them of His Resurrection and Ascension in such a way that it was cloaked in a riddle. 
3. Unless they too believe in Him, they will not be able to come to where He is going.  John 14:1-6 
4. They are again thinking only on the physical level. 
5. The officers sent to arrest Him did not because they were enthralled by His speech.  Cf V45-46 
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John 7:37-39 
The Promise of the Holy Spirit 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1 

a. The Promise of the Holy Spirit  7:37-39   
 
John 7:37 = Jesus’ Invitation 
 
Now on the last day, the great day of the feast (a Sabbath), Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If any man 
is thirsty (3rd class), let him come (3S Pres Imp ERCHOMAI = i.e. come right now) to Me and drink. 
 
Summary: 
1. The last day of the feast involved a solemn assembly of all the people. 
2. The feast itself was noted by a daily procession of priests to the Pool of Siloam. 
3. They drew water from there, and returned to the Altar to pour it out as a Libation (Drink) Offering. 
4. The Drink Offering was a memorial to God’s provision of water in the wilderness. 
5. This feast, which occurred at harvest, was especially designed to thank God for physical 

provision. 
6. They then quoted Isaiah 12:3, “Therefore you will joyously draw water from the springs of 

salvation.” 
7. They did not fully grasp the context of that verse.  Isa 12:1-6  1  Then you will say on that day, "I will 

give thanks to You, O LORD; for although You were angry with me, Your anger is turned away, and You 
do comfort me.  2  "Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; for the LORD God is my 
strength and song, and He has become my salvation."  3  Therefore you will joyously draw water from the 
springs of salvation.  4  And in that day you will say, "Give thanks to the LORD, call on His name. Make 
known His deeds among the peoples; make them remember that His name is exalted."  5  Praise the 
LORD in song, for He has done excellent things; let this be known throughout the earth.  6  Cry aloud and 
shout for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 
John 7:38 = Jesus’ Promise 
 
"He who believes in Me (PAPtc PISTEUW = the one believing; “in Me” is a bold statement), as the Scripture 
said, 'From his innermost being (KOILIA = belly, innermost being, at the seat of deepest emotions) shall flow 
rivers of living water.'"  (quoting Isaiah, putting verses together to make this statement) 
 
John 7:39 = John’s Explanation 
 
But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet 
given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Lord Himself was offering them spiritual provision. 
2. Jesus had spoken several times about this “living water.”  John 4:10,14; 6:35 
3. This statement is not just a promise but a claim that Jesus is YAHWEH in the flesh. 
4. He puts several verses together to make this statement.  Isa 44:3  'For I will pour out water on the 

thirsty land and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring, and My blessing on 
your descendants;  Isa 55:1  "Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no 
money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  Isa 58:11  "And 
the LORD will continually guide you, and satisfy your desire in scorched places, and give strength to your 
bones; and you will be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water whose waters do not fail. 

5. Jesus said that faith in Him would satisfy the question of eternal life that is in everyone’s heart.  
Eccl 3:11 
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6. Jesus was also pointing them to the new era that would begin with an outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit as prophesied in Isaiah. 

7. John’s footnote lets us know that the Holy Spirit would not be given until Christ ascended to the 
Father. 

8. The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit is designed to satisfy an essential need for people-to know where 
they will spend eternity. 

9. John closes the Canon of Scripture with an invitation.  Rev 22:17  And the Spirit and the bride say, 
"Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who 
wishes take the water of life without cost. 
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John 7:40-44 
The Divisions of the People 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1 

a. The Promise of the Holy Spirit  7:37-39   
b. The Divisions of the People  7:40-44   

 
John 7:40 = Some People’s Evaluation of Jesus 
 
Some of the multitude therefore, when they heard these words, were saying, "This certainly is the 
Prophet." 
 
John 7:41 = Some People’s Question about Jesus 
 
Others were saying, "This is the Christ." Still others were saying, "Surely the Christ is not going to come 
from Galilee, is He? 
 
John 7:42 = The Attempt to Answer their Question.] 
 
"Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and from Bethlehem, the 
village where David was?" 
 
John 7:43 = Theological Division 
 
So there arose a division (SCHISMA) in the multitude because of Him. 
 
John 7:44 = Desires Not Carried Out 
 
And some of them wanted to seize Him, but no one laid hands on Him. 
 
Summary: 
1. The multitude was trying to evaluate Jesus based on Scripture. 
2. Those that were rejecting Him were even dividing over the basis of their rejection. 
3. Some rejected His divine claims and some rejected Him because of  their own faulty theology. 
4. Others rejected Him because they had not checked out the facts, like He was born in Bethlehem in 

the line of David. 
5. Some though were not “dull of hearing.” 
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John 7:45-53 
The Insecurity of the Leaders 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1 

a. The Promise of the Holy Spirit  7:37-39   
b. The Divisions of the People  7:40-44   
c. The Insecurity of the Leaders  7:45-8:1   

 
John 7:45 = The Officer’s Mission Not Accomplished 
 
The officers therefore came to the chief priests and Pharisees, and they said to them, "Why did you not 
bring Him?" 
 
John 7:46 = Their Excuse 
 
The officers answered, "Never did a man speak the way this man speaks." 
 
John 7:47 = Their Interrogation 
 
The Pharisees therefore answered them, "You have not also been led astray (Pf Ps Ind PLANAW = led 
astray, deceived), have you? 
 
Summary: 
1. There was much discussion about whether or not Jesus was leading the multitudes astray.  John 

7:12  And there was much grumbling among the multitudes concerning Him; some were saying, "He is a 
good man"; others were saying, "No, on the contrary, He leads the multitude astray." 

2. The Christian thing to do though would be to try to help an erring brother rather than killing him.  
Jude 1:20-23  But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith; praying in the Holy Spirit; 
keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life.  
And have mercy on some, who are doubting; save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some 
have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh. 

 
John 7:48 = The Uncertainty of the Leaders 
 
"No one of the rulers or Pharisees has believed in Him, has he?  (Both a question and a threat) 
 
John 7:49 = The Arrogance of the Leaders 
 
"But this multitude which does not know the Law is accursed (EPARATOS = 1x; from a verb that means to 
call down curses upon; the Pharisees believe that the multitude is accursed by their own ignorance)." 
 
Comment:  It is so easy to see the splinter in a brother’s eye. 
 
John 7:50 = Enter Nicodemus 
 
Nicodemus said to them (he who came to Him before, being one of them), 
 
John 7:51 = Enter Truth 
 
"Our Law does not judge a man, unless it first hears from him and knows what he is doing, does it?" 
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John 7:52 = So What? 
 
They answered and said to him, "You are not also from Galilee, are you? Search, and see that no prophet 
arises out of Galilee." 
 
John 7:53 = Time to Think 
 
[And everyone went to his home. 
 
Summary: 
1. The men sent to arrest Jesus were so impressed by His words that they failed to carry out their 

mission.  (maybe like how He put several verses together to make one statement of truth) 
2. Their honest report was met with rebuke which is a sign of arrogance. 
3. The leaders actually had contempt for their own people because they were not at their level of 

intellect. 
4. Part of the reason the multitude was ignorant was because their leaders were as well. 
5. Jesus’ lone defender on the council sought to point out the Law which they so heartily “knew, 

taught and defended.” 
6. They were actually being “accursed” by the Law they claimed to defend and execute. 
7. The bottom line is that they envied Jesus’ popularity and growing influence. 
 
John 8:1 = Time to Pray 
 
But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 
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John 8:2-11 
A Woman Caught In Adultery 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1  
4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 

Introduction: 
1. 7:53-8:11 is a questionable text. 
2. It is not found in any text until the 6th century. 
3. Few scholars believe it was part of the original. 
4. It was probably accepted as historical truth. 
5. It is an illustration of a principle that is taught elsewhere–Judge not lest you be judged.  Judge 

with righteous judgment. 
 
John 7:53 = Time to Think 
 
[And everyone (at the Sanhedrin) went to his home.  (This verse is where the textual problem begins.  It is 
obvious that is was part of another manuscript at one time by use of the word “and”) 
 
John 8:1 = Time to Pray 
 
But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.  
 
John 8:2  And early in the morning He came again into the temple, and all the people were coming to Him; 

and He sat down and began to teach them. 
 
John 8:3  And the scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman caught in adultery, and having set her in 

the midst, 
 
John 8:4  they said to Him, "Teacher, this woman has been caught in adultery, in the very act. 
 
John 8:5  "Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women; what then do You say?" 
 
John 8:6  And they were saying this, testing Him, in order that they might have grounds for accusing Him. 

But Jesus stooped down, and with His finger wrote on the ground. 
 
John 8:7  But when they persisted in asking Him, He straightened up, and said to them, "He who is 

without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." 
 
John 8:8  And again He stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 
 
John 8:9  And when they heard it, they began to go out one by one, beginning with the older ones, and He 

was left alone, and the woman, where she was, in the midst. 
 
John 8:10  And straightening up, Jesus said to her, "Woman, where are they? Did no one condemn you?" 
 
John 8:11  And she said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you; go your way. From 

now on sin no more."] 
 
Summary: 
1. If she was caught in the very act-where was the man since he was also to be put to death?  Lev 

20:10  'If there is a man who commits adultery with another man's wife, one who commits adultery with 
his friend's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.  Deut 22:22-24  "If a man is 
found lying with a married woman, then both of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the 
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woman; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel.  "If there is a girl who is a virgin engaged to a man, and 
another man finds her in the city and lies with her, then you shall bring them both out to the gate of that 
city and you shall stone them to death; the girl, because she did not cry out in the city, and the man, 
because he has violated his neighbor's wife. Thus you shall purge the evil from among you. 

2. The accusers stood in total condemnation of this act without considering all of the facts. 
3. We are first of all to judge ourselves.  1 Cor 11:31-32  But if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not 

be judged.  But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord in order that we may not be 
condemned along with the world. 
A. Those who reject God’s Word of salvation have judged themselves unworthy of eternal 

life.  Acts 13:46  And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, "It was necessary that the 
word of God should be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it, and judge yourselves unworthy 
of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. 

B. Are we doers of the Word?  James 1:25  But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law 
of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man 
shall be blessed in what he does. 

C. We are to judge ourselves by the law of liberty, which is freedom from the stranglehold of 
sin.  James 2:12  So speak and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 

D. Then we are to move on.  1 Cor 4:1-5  Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of 
Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.  In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards 
that one be found trustworthy.  But to me it is a very small thing that I should be examined by you, 
or by any human court; in fact, I do not even examine myself.  For I am conscious of nothing 
against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but the one who examines me is the Lord.  
Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will 
both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men's hearts; and 
then each man's praise will come to him from God. 

E. Personal obedience to God’s commands eventually brings judgment on the disobedient.  
Heb 11:7  By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared 
an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir 
of the righteousness which is according to faith. 

4. We are expected by God to make judgments.  1 Cor 5:12-13  For what have I to do with judging 
outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church?  But those who are outside, God judges. 
Remove the wicked man from among yourselves. 
A. We are not to be involved in the same practice to which we are accusing others or else 

face the judgment of God.  Rom 2:1-4  Therefore you are without excuse, every man of you 
who passes judgment, for in that you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge 
practice the same things.  And we know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who 
practice such things.  And do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment upon those who 
practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God?  Or do 
you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that the 
kindness of God leads you to repentance? 

B. Those who truly repent of their deeds may stand in judgment of others.  Matt 12:41-42  
"The men of Nineveh shall stand up with this generation at the judgment, and shall condemn it 
because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is 
here.  "The Queen of the South shall rise up with this generation at the judgment and shall 
condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and 
behold, something greater than Solomon is here. 

C. We are expected to judge what is right.  Luke 12:56-57  "You hypocrites! You know how to 
analyze the appearance of the earth and the sky, but why do you not analyze this present time?  
"And why do you not even on your own initiative judge what is right? 

D. The Lord is pleased with correct judgments.  Luke 7:40-43  And Jesus answered and said to 
him, "Simon, I have something to say to you." And he replied, "Say it, Teacher."  "A certain 
moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  “When they 
were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. Which of them therefore will love him 
more?"  Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He said to 
him, "You have judged correctly." 

5. The standards of judgment you use will become the standards by which others judge you.  Matt 
7:1-5  “Do not judge lest you be judged.  "For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your 
standard of measure, it will be measured to you.  "And why do you look at the speck that is in your 
brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?  "Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let 
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me take the speck out of your eye,' and behold, the log is in your own eye?  "You hypocrite, first take the 
log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye. 
A. Be impartial.  Prov 24:23  These also are sayings of the wise. To show partiality in judgment is 

not good. 
B. Be wise.  Eph 5:15  Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, 

6. Principles of Judgment: 
A. Be willing to confront the person to whom you are bringing charges.  John 7:50-52  

Nicodemus said to them (he who came to Him before, being one of them)  "Our Law does not 
judge a man, unless it first hears from him and knows what he is doing, does it?"  They answered 
and said to him, "You are not also from Galilee, are you? Search, and see that no prophet arises 
out of Galilee." 

B. Do not judge solely on appearances but with an understanding of the event.  John 7:23-24  
"If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath that the Law of Moses may not be broken, are 
you angry with Me because I made an entire man well on the Sabbath?  "Do not judge according 
to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment." 

C. Do not judge the spirituality of others over matters of freedom.  Rom 14:3-4  Let not him 
who eats regard with contempt him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him 
who eats, for God has accepted him.  Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own 
master he stands or falls; and stand he will, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

D. Do not judge others based on legalistic ideas.  Col 2:16-17  Therefore let no one act as your 
judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day--things 
which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ. 

E. Do not make it a personal vendetta to take your own revenge.  Rom 12:19-21  Never take 
your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is 
Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.  “But if your enemy is hungry, feed him, and if he is thirsty, give 
him a drink; for in so doing you will heap burning coals upon his head."  Do not be overcome by 
evil, but overcome evil with good. 

7. Governing authorities are given the power by God to carry out the necessary punishments.  Rom 
13:1-4  Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those which exist are established by God.  Therefore he who resists authority has 
opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.  
For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? 
Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if 
you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an 
avenger who brings wrath upon the one who practices evil.   

8. Subversive activities to undermine a nation give it the right to strike back.  Num 25:28, Num 31:1 
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John 8:12-20 
Jesus Is the Light 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1  
4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29 

a. Jesus Is the Light  8:12-20   
 
John 8:12 = The Light and the Promise 
 
Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am (EGW EIMI = I Myself Am; a dogmatic assertion) the light 
(PHWS) of the world; he who follows Me (Pres Ptc AKOLOUTHEW = to follow as a disciple; an ongoing 
journey) shall not walk (OU M8 + Aor Sub PERIPATEW = shall definitely not walk) in the darkness, but shall 
have (FAI ECHW = a promise) the light of life." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus authoritatively states who He is, The Light of the world.  John 1:4-13 
2. Simeon of Jerusalem knew that Jesus was the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah, who would be 

a “light of revelation to the Gentiles.”  Luke 2:25-32 
3. Jesus makes it clear that He has come to give light to the world and not just to Israel in fulfillment 

of the prophecy.  Isa 42:5-9 
4. Every step you take as a disciple of Jesus Christ keeps you out of the darkness of the world. 
5. It places you in the light of the life that Jesus gives. 
6. Since it is a promise, you may not see it right at first.  (The light may be so blinding that we put on the 

dark sunglasses) 
7. Jesus continues to tell and show them that He is the Light.  John 9:5-6  "While I am in the world, I 

am the light of the world."  When He had said this, He spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, 
and applied the clay to his eyes, 

8. But they just wouldn’t believe.  John 12:35-38  Jesus therefore said to them, "For a little while longer 
the light is among you. Walk while you have the light, that darkness may not overtake you; he who walks 
in the darkness does not know where he goes.  "While you have the light, believe in the light, in order that 
you may become sons of light." These things Jesus spoke, and He departed and hid Himself from them.  
But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him; that the 
word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke, "Lord, who has believed our report? And to 
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?" 

 
John 8:13 = The Attack on the Light 
 
The Pharisees therefore said to Him, "You are bearing witness of Yourself; your witness is not true." 
 
Summary: 
1. They are accusing Jesus of arrogance and grandstanding. 
2. A similar discussion occurred at the last Feast of Tabernacles.  John 5 
3. He was bearing witness of Himself, but His witness was true-thus they were guilty of blasphemy. 
 
John 8:14 = The Defense of the Light–Fact 1–True Knowledge 
 
Jesus answered and said to them, "Even if I bear witness of myself, My witness is true; for I know where I 
came from, and where I am going; but you do not know where I come from, or where I am going. 
 
John 8:15 = The Defense of the Light–Faulty Judgment by Others 
 
"You people judge according to the flesh; I am not judging anyone. 
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John 8:16 = The Defense of the Light–Oneness with God 
 
"But even if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone in it, but I and He who sent me. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus knows His roots, relevance and destination. 
2. He left heaven, is walking among men, and going back. 
3. Their problem again is looking at the physical and not seeing the spiritual.  (They are not even 

looking correctly at the physical) 
4. Jesus is not there to judge, but if He were His judgments would be accurate and appropriate. 
 
John 8:17 = The Defense of the Light–Fact 2–The Law 
 
"Even in your law (He uses the word “law” here to refer to their interpretation of the Mosaic Law) it has been 
written, that the testimony of two men is true. 
 
John 8:18 = The Defense of the Light–Two Witnesses 
 
"I am He who bears witness of Myself (1st witness), and the Father who sent Me bears witness of Me (2nd 
witness)." 
 
John 8:19 = The Defense of the Light–Divine Relationship 
 
And so they were saying to Him, "Where is Your Father?" Jesus answered, "You know neither Me, nor My 
Father; if you knew Me, you would know My Father also." 
 
Summary: 
1. The Light cites the Law and produces the two witnesses. 
2. If Jesus did not know who He was then the case for all who follow Him would be weak.  (Buddha 

did not claim to be the Light, but rather the Enlightened One) 
3. Their problem is lack of relationship with the Living God. 
 
John 8:20 = The Light Was Attacked in the Temple 
 
These words He spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no one seized Him, because His 
hour had not yet come. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Light was in the Temple. 
2. The Glory of the Lord had departed from the Temple during the time of Ezekiel.  Eze 10:18 
3. What Israel had hoped for they were now missing. 
4. In the treasury stood The Wealth of Israel. 
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John 8:21-29 
He Pleases the Father 

 
5. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1  
4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29 

a. Jesus Is the Light  8:12-20   
b. He Pleases the Father  8:21-29   

 
John 8:21 = The Coming Proof of the Light–A Riddle 
 
He said therefore again to them, "I go away, and you shall seek Me, and shall die in your sin; where I am 
going, you cannot come." 
 
John 8:22 = His Attackers Don’t Get It 
 
Therefore the Jews were saying, "Surely He will not kill Himself, will He, since He says, 'Where I am going, 
you cannot come'?" 
 
John 8:23 = The Coming Proof of the Light–Answer To the Riddle 
 
And He was saying to them, "You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this 
world. 
 
Summary: 
1. It is sad to watch those blinded by their own arrogance as they grope through the darkness. 
2. He has given them ample information for them to answer the riddle and yet they still don’t get it. 
3. It is an issue of which “world” do we find meaning and value in. 
 
John 8:24 = Their Need for Faith 
 
"I said therefore to you, that you shall die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He, you shall die in 
your sins." 
 
Summary: 
1. Unless Jesus is indeed the Messiah, this statement is blasphemy. 
2. Jesus’ true identity is becoming more clear every day. 
 
John 8:25 = Their Question of Faith 
 
And so they were saying to Him, "Who are You?" Jesus said to them, "What have I been saying to you 
from the beginning? 
 
John 8:26 = Their Certainty of Judgment 
 
"I have many things to speak and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; and the things 
which I heard from Him, these I speak to the world." 
 
John 8:27 = Their Lack of Understanding 
 
They did not realize that He had been speaking to them about the Father. 
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Summary: 
1. Jesus is teaching and they are not listening. 
2. One day He will judge them, from the truth established by the Father. 
 
John 8:28 = The Proof of the Object of Faith 
 
Jesus therefore said, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and I do nothing 
on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me. 
 
John 8:29 = The Object of Faith 
 
"And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to 
Him." 
 
Summary: 
1. As a result of the cross, all mankind will eventually know who He is.  Php 2:10; Rom 14:11 
2. He tells them what they will eventually do to Him, i.e. lift Him up on a cross. 
3. He will become the judgment for sin that has been recorded since the time of Moses.   
4. John 3:14-15  "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up; that whoever believes may in Him have eternal life. 
5. The result will be that He will draw all men to Him.  John 12:32  "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, 

will draw all men to Myself." 
6. For us to be truly “lifted up” requires humility.  James 4:10  Humble yourselves in the presence of 

the Lord, and He will exalt you. 
7. Which He will do at the proper time.  1 Pet 5:6  Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand 

of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, 
8. John gave us some great insight into how we may do the things that are pleasing in the sight of 

the Father.  I Jn 3:21-24  Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 
and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that 
are pleasing in His sight.  And this is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus 
Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.  And the one who keeps His commandments 
abides in Him, and He in him. And we know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given 
us. 
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John 8:30-33 
True Disciples 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1  
4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29  
6). The Truth Will Set You Free  John 8:30-37 

a. True Disciples  8:30-33   
 
John 8:30 = The Result of His Words 
 
As He spoke these things, many came to believe in Him (Aor Act Ind PISTEUW = point of time, act of faith). 
 
Summary: 
1. Many understood the riddles and believed. 
2. Their faith was a point of time act that included: 

A. My teaching is from the One who sent Me.  7:16 
B. If any man is willing to do His will, He shall know.  7:17 
C. If any man is thirsty let him come to Me and drink, for he who believes in Me (YAHWEH), 

from his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.  7:37-38 
D. I am the Light of the world.  8:12 
E. The Father bears witness of Me.  8:18 
F. You are from below, I am from above.  8:23 
G. Unless you believe in Me you shall die in your sins.  8:24 
H. I always please the One who sent Me-the Father.  8:29 

3. The object of one’s faith is where the value lies. 
 
John 8:31 = The Test of Discipleship 
 
Jesus therefore was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you abide (3rd class + Aor Act Subj 
MENW = potential; abide means to make something you home, the place where you live) in My word (He has 
just said that His words are the Father’s words), then (result) you are truly disciples of Mine (AL8THWS + 
MATH8T8S =  in a true sense one is a disciple); 
 
John 8:32 = The Promise of Discipleship 
 
and you shall know the truth (Fut Act Ind GINWSKW = have a comprehension of; know what it is + AL8THEIA 
= "the reality lying at the basis of an appearance; the manifested, veritable essence of a matter"), and the truth 
shall make you free (Fut Act Ind ALEUTHEREW = to set one free)." 
 
John 8:33 = The Actions of a Disciple–Ask the Teacher 
 
They (these are the ones who had just believed) answered Him, "We are Abraham's offspring, and have 
never yet been enslaved to anyone; how is it that You say, 'You shall become free'?" 
 
Summary: 
1. The condition for knowing the truth and being set free is abiding in Christ’s word. 

A. Truth is found in the Person of Jesus Christ.  John 14:6 
B. The Word of God is Jesus Christ.  John 1:1 
C. Freedom is given by Jesus Christ.  Gal 5:1 

2. Therefore, we must know Christ’s word and what it means to abide. 
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A. To abide is to have a relationship with the Lord evidenced by the Holy Spirit.  I Jn 3:24  And 
the one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And we know by this that 
He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us. 

B. To abide one must first accept that which eternally abides.   
1). His Person and Work.  John 6:55-56  "For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true 

drink.   "He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, and I in him. 
2). His Righteousness.  2 Cor 9:8-9  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that 

always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good 
deed; as it is written, "He scattered abroad, he gave to the poor, His righteousness 
abides forever." 

3). His Word.  1 Pet 1:24-25  For, "All flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of 
grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls off, But the word of the Lord abides 
forever." And this is the word which was preached to you. 

C. To abide is to live inside something. 
1). Namely, the Lord Himself who sustains us.  John 15:4-5  "Abide in Me, and I in you. 

As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you, 
unless you abide in Me.  "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and 
I in him, he bears much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. 

2). And thus live in the sphere of love.  John 15:9-10  "Just as the Father has loved Me, I 
have also loved you; abide in My love.  "If you keep My commandments, you will abide in 
My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments, and abide in His love. 

D. To abide is to live outside something. 
1. Spiritual darkness.  John 12:46  "I have come as light into the world, that everyone 

who believes in Me may not remain in darkness. 
2. Temporal death.  I Jn 3:14  We know that we have passed out of death into life, 

because we love the brethren. He who does not love abides in death. 
E. To abide is to have something inside of you. 

1. Start with the Holy Spirit.  John 14:16-17  "And I will ask the Father, and He will 
give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but 
you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you. 

2. Then seek the Father through the Son.  John 14:10  "Do you not believe that I am 
in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on 
My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works. 

3. Learn God’s Word to increase this relationship with the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  John 5:37-40  "And the Father who sent Me, He has borne witness of Me. 
You have neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen His form.  "And you do not 
have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe Him whom He sent.  "You 
search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is 
these that bear witness of Me;  and you are unwilling to come to Me, that you may 
have life. 

4. So that you can overcome the evil one.  I Jn 2:14-15  I have written to you, 
fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning. I have written to 
you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and 
you have overcome the evil one.  Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

5. And manifest that which is most important.  1 Cor 13:13  But now abide faith, 
hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

F. To abide is to have purpose in your life. 
1. To walk in the Light.  I Jn 2:10  The one who loves his brother abides in the light 

and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 
2. To walk as Christ walked.  I Jn 2:6  The one who says he abides in Him ought 

himself to walk in the same manner as He walked. 
3. To avoid shame before Him.  I Jn 2:28  And now, little children, abide in Him, so 

that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in 
shame at His coming. 

4. To do God’s will.  I Jn 2:17  And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but 
the one who does the will of God abides forever. 

5. To love the brethren.  Heb 13:1  Let love of the brethren continue. 
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6. To minister His love.  I Jn 3:17  But whoever has the world's goods, and beholds 
his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide 
in him? 

7. To do God’s work.  John 6:27-29  "Do not work for the food which perishes, but for 
the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man shall give to you, for on 
Him the Father, even God, has set His seal."  They said therefore to Him, "What shall 
we do, that we may work the works of God?"  Jesus answered and said to them, 
"This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent." 

8. To do valuable work.  1 Cor 3:12-14  Now if any man builds upon the foundation 
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man's work will become 
evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire 
itself will test the quality of each man's work.  If any man's work which he has built 
upon it remains, he shall receive a reward. 

3. We “Truly” desire to know that which is certain in our life, so are we truly disciples of Christ? 
A. Believe that Jesus is the Son of God?  Matt 27:54  Now the centurion, and those who were 

with him keeping guard over Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the things that were 
happening, became very frightened and said, "Truly this was the Son of God!" 

B. Believe that Jesus is the Savior of the world?  John 4:41-42  And many more believed 
because of His word; and they were saying to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you 
said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior 
of the world." 

C. Believe that He is the Prophet who was to come.  John 6:13-14  And so they gathered them 
up, and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves, which were left over by 
those who had eaten.  When therefore the people saw the sign which He had performed, they 
said, "This is of a truth the Prophet who is to come into the world."  John 7:39-40  But this He 
spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet 
given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  Some of the multitude therefore, when they heard 
these words, were saying, "This certainly is the Prophet." 

D. Constantly in awe of Him?  Matt 14:33  And those who were in the boat worshiped Him, saying, 
"You are certainly God's Son!" 

E. Accept His Words as Truth?  Luke 9:26-27  "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of 
him will the Son of Man be ashamed when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and 
of the holy angels.  "But I say to you truthfully, there are some of those standing here who shall 
not taste death until they see the kingdom of God." 

F. Ready for His return?  Luke 12:43-44  "Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing 
when he comes.  "Truly I say to you, that he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 

G. Preparing our hearts?  Luke 21:3-4  And He said, "Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in 
more than all of them;  for they all out of their surplus put into the offering; but she out of her 
poverty put in all that she had to live on." 

H. Considering our actions.  I Jn 2:4-5  The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and does 
not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His word, in 
him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: 

4. If we are truly disciples of Christ, we are promised truth which will make us free. 
A. Jesus Himself is the Truth.  John 14:6 
B. Therefore, He is the only One who can make another truly free.  John 8:36  "If therefore the 

Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed. 
C. He set us free from slavery to sin.  Rom 6:17-18  But thanks be to God that though you were 

slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were 
committed, and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 

D. We have been legally set free.  Rom 8:1-2  There is therefore now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the 
law of sin and of death. 

E. Jesus set us free so that we might truly realize all the glory of freedom.  Gal 5:1  It was for 
freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a 
yoke of slavery. 

F. And that with freedom comes responsibility.  Gal 5:13-14  For you were called to freedom, 
brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve 
one another.  For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, "You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself." 
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G. But only a true disciple will ever come to know that truth and its ramifications.   
John 8:31-32 

H. This requires becoming a bondslave of God.  Rom 6:22-23  But now having been freed from 
sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, 
eternal life.  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

I. One day all of creation will be set free from its slavery to corruption.  Rom 8:20-21  For the 
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 
that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God. 

5. Disciples are students of the Living Word of God.  Matt 10:24-25  "A disciple is not above his teacher, 
nor a slave above his master.  “It is enough for the disciple that he become as his teacher, and the slave 
as his master. If they have called the head of the house Beelzebul, how much more the members of his 
household! 
A. Discipleship begins with faith.  John 2:11  This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of 

Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him. 
B. A disciple is one who wants to become like His teacher.  Luke 6:39-40  And He also spoke a 

parable to them: "A blind man cannot guide a blind man, can he? Will they not both fall into a pit?  
"A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his 
teacher. 

C. A disciple is a person who seeks answers to the important questions of life.  Luke 11:1-4  
And it came about that while He was praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one of His 
disciples said to Him, "Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples."  And He said 
to them, "When you pray, say: 'Father, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.  'Give us 
each day our daily bread.  'And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves also forgive everyone who is 
indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.'" 

D. A disciple is one who is totally devoted to the teacher.  Matt 13:52  And He said to them, 
"Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a head of a 
household, who brings forth out of his treasure things new and old." 

E. A disciple is one who will take on the difficult tasks of the Christian life.  Matt 27:57  And 
when it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself had 
also become a disciple of Jesus. 

F. A disciple is one who will seek to make other disciples.  Matt 28:19-20  "Go therefore and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age." 

6. Arrogance creates blind spots. 
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John 8:34-37 
True Freedom 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1  
4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29  
6). The Truth Will Set You Free  John 8:30-37 

a. True Disciples  8:30-33   
b. True Freedom  8:34-37   

 
John 8:34  = You Are a Slave to the One You Obey 
 
Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly (1st of 3 in this discourse; cf V51 and 58; three definite sections), I say to 
you, everyone who commits (d.a. + PAPTC POIEW = the one doing; i.e. while one is involved) (the) sin is the 
(bond) slave (DOULOS) of (the) sin (the one doing the sin is a bondslave of the sin). 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus here presents three issues of discipleship: 

A. The first involves the choice of servanthood.  8:33-47 
B. The second involves the choice of obedience.  Cf 8:48-56 
C. The third involves the choice of the Master.  8:57-59 

2. Those who choose a life of sin have chosen to be a bondslave of the Sin Nature. 
3. The Sin Nature originated with Adam and has been passed down through the male parent to all of 

mankind.  Rom 5:12-14  Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned--for until the Law sin was in the world; but 
sin is not imputed when there is no law.  Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over 
those who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.  
Rom 5:18-19  So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so 
through one act of righteousness there resulted justification of life to all men.  For as through the one 
man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many 
will be made righteous. 

4. Before we believed in Jesus Christ, no matter how “good” we may have been we were still dead in 
our sins and children of wrath.  Eph 2:1-7  And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which 
you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, 
of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  Among them we too all formerly lived in the 
lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, 
even as the rest.  But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even 
when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been 
saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, in 
order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. 

5. Because of our salvation we no longer have to be slaves to sin because we have been set free 
from its eternal effects.  Rom 6:5-7  For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, 
certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified 
with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin; for he 
who has died is freed from sin. 

6. As we do battle with the Sin Nature’s desire to sin, we must choose to present ourselves to God 
as instruments of righteousness.  Rom 6:10-14  For the death that He died, He died to sin, once for all; 
but the life that He lives, He lives to God.  Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God 
in Christ Jesus.  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its lusts, and do 
not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present 
yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to 
God.  For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, but under grace. 
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7. To Whom or what will we be a bondservant?  Rom 6:15-18  What then? Shall we sin because we are 
not under law but under grace? May it never be!  Do you not know that when you present yourselves to 
someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in 
death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?  But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of 
sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed, and 
having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 

 
John 8:35  = The Servant and the Son 
 
"And the (bond) slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever. 
 
John 8:36  = The Son’s Right, the Servant’s Privilege 
 
"If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed. 
 
Summary: 
1. Bondservants choose their master, so they are already free. 
2. The Lord’s analogy points out the principle that living in the house, or abiding forever, is a 

privilege of Sonship. 
3. And thus bondservants do not own the house and do not have the privilege of eternal fellowship. 
4. It is not bondservice that brings eternal fellowship, but rather family relationship. 
5. This group of hearers is even denying their family relationship in Abraham, so they have utterly 

missed the point. 
6. The freedom that Christ speaks of here is beyond mere freedom of choice of one’s master.  It is 

the magnificent freedom to serve other members of the family.  1 Tim 5:8; Gal 5:13 
7. To enter His family we must believe in Him.  John 1:12  But as many as received Him, to them He 

gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, 
8. The Holy Spirit testifies that we are family.  Rom 8:16-17  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our 

spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him. 

9. The fact that we are children of God should let us see His great love for us.  1 Jn 3:1-2  See how 
great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we 
are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  Beloved, now we are 
children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we 
shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is. 

10. As children of God we are to be above reproach.  Phil 2:14-16  Do all things without grumbling or 
disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, 
holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in 
vain nor toil in vain. 

11. Being above reproach involves loving our siblings.  1 Jn 5:2  By this we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments. 

 
John 8:37  = The Servant of Sin’s Problem 
 
"I know that you are Abraham's offspring; yet you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in you. 
 
Summary: 
1. Although they are genetically related, they are not spiritually related. 
2. His word has been proven powerful.  Matt 8:16-17  And when evening had come, they brought to Him 

many who were demon-possessed; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill in 
order that what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, "He Himself took our 
infirmities, and carried away our diseases." 

3. The words of Jesus Christ are the only firm foundation.  Matt 7:24-27  "Therefore everyone who 
hears these words of Mine, and acts upon them, may be compared to a wise man, who built his house 
upon the rock.  "And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that 
house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded upon the rock.  "And everyone who hears these 
words of Mine, and does not act upon them, will be like a foolish man, who built his house upon the sand.  



 71

"And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that house; and it 
fell, and great was its fall." 

4. He is the Living Word who is God.  John 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 

5. His words are an issue of faith.  Matt 8:8  But the centurion answered and said, "Lord, I am not worthy 
for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 

6. His words are eternal.  Mark 13:30-31  "Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all 
these things take place.  "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. 

7. His words bring the message of eternal life through faith in Him.  John 5:24 "Truly, truly, I say to 
you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into 
judgment, but has passed out of death into life. 

8. Receive His word implanted and it will save your soul.  James 1:21  Therefore putting aside all 
filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save 
your souls. 

9. Because of His word we are born again of imperishable seed.  1 Pet 1:22-23  Since you have in 
obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another 
from the heart, for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, 
through the living and abiding word of God. 

10. We are not just to hear His words but do them.  James 1:22-24  But prove yourselves doers of the 
word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.  For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a 
doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and 
gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. 

11. His word is rejected or received in several different ways.  Matt 13:18-23  18  "Hear then the parable 
of the sower.  19  "When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, the evil one 
comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown 
beside the road.  20  "And the one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who 
hears the word, and immediately receives it with joy;  21  yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only 
temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away.  22  
"And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the 
worry of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.  23  "And the 
one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and understands it; 
who indeed bears fruit, and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty." 

12. His word is often rejected because of our own opinions or biases.  Matt 15:4-9  "For God said, 
'Honor your father and mother,' and, 'He who speaks evil of father or mother, let him be put to death.'  
"But you say, 'Whoever shall say to his father or mother, "Anything of mine you might have been helped 
by has been given to God," he is not to honor his father or his mother.' And thus you invalidated the word 
of God for the sake of your tradition.  "You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, 'This 
people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from me.  'But in vain do they worship me, 
teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.'" 

13. Those who are ashamed of His words will receive shame from Him.  Mark 8:34-38  And He 
summoned the multitude with His disciples, and said to them, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.  "For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but 
whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's shall save it.  "For what does it profit a man to gain the 
whole world, and forfeit his soul?  "For what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  "For whoever is 
ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels." 

14. How people need the Lord. 



 72

John 8:38-59 
Who Do You Think You Are? 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1  
4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29  
6). The Truth Will Set You Free  John 8:30-37  
7). Who Do You Think You Are?  John 8:38-59 

 
John 8:38 = The Fatherly Connection 
 
"I speak the things which I have seen with My Father; therefore you also do the things which you heard 
from your father." 
 
John 8:39 = Their Claim Of Relationship To Father Abraham 
 
They answered and said to Him, "Abraham is our father." Jesus said to them, "If you are Abraham's 
children, do the deeds (works) of Abraham. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus has seen His Father, but they have only heard from theirs. 
2. Their race does not negate their problem of sin. 
3. Jesus challenges them to do the things Abraham did-if they are really Abraham’s children. 
4. That would mean they would listen to the Lord, walk by faith and be obedient to Him.  Gen 26:5 
5. They would be declared righteous in man’s eyes because they did the right thing.  James 2:14-24 
 
John 8:40 = Their Lack of Application 
 
"But as it is, you are seeking to kill Me, a man who has told you (Pf AI LALEW = spoken with lasting results) 
the truth, which I heard from God; this Abraham did not do. 
 
Summary: 
1. Abraham did not seek to kill a man who spoke the truth.  Gen 20 
2. Darkness hates the Light.  John 3:19-20  "And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, 

and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.  "For everyone who does evil 
hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 
A. So people will either run from the Light out of guilt. 
B. Or they will attack the Light out of arrogance. 

3. Had they been seeking God’s kingdom and righteousness, they would not have sought the life of 
Jesus.  Matt 6:33  "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added 
to you. 

 
John 8:41 = Their Claim of Relationship to Father God 
 
"You are doing the deeds of your father." (Jesus spoke this last phrase) They said to Him, "We were not 
born of fornication; we have one Father, even God." 
 
Summary: 
1. These people are bondslaves to their Sin Nature.  8:34 
2. The Lord is saying that their spiritual father is not Abraham, but someone else. 
3. They accuse Christ of being an illegitimate child and in the same breath claim a spiritual heritage. 
4. They claim to be the real “sons of God.” 
5. All of Jesus’ claims are under attack. 
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John 8:42 = Their Lack of Application 
 
Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love Me; for I proceeded forth (Aor AI 
EXERCHOMAI = to go out of; proceed; known as the Doctrine of Divine Procession; to go from the inside-out; this 
word emphasizes the source) and have come (Pres AI H8KW = emphasis on the arrival) from (EK = out of) 
God, for I have not even come (PF AI ERCHOMAI = arrived with lasting results) on My own initiative, but He 
sent Me (Aor AI APOSTELLW). 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus came out of the Father Himself and arrived in the world. 
2. He was sent by Divine authority to carry out a mission. 
3. God chose to manifest His Being in the person of the Son.  Heb 1:3-5  And He is the radiance of His 

glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When 
He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high; having become as 
much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they.  For to which of the 
angels did He ever say, "Thou art My Son, today I have begotten Thee"? And again, "I will be a Father to 
Him And He shall be a Son to Me"? 

4. If they were indeed “sons of God” they should at least have a brotherly love for Jesus. 
5. Instead they are acting like Cain who slew his brother Abel, whose name means “God is my 

Father.” 
6. They should also recognize Jesus as the Father’s number one son giving Him the rights of the 

firstborn. 
7. They had the genetics of Abraham, and the mark of Abraham, but did not have the faith of 

Abraham.  Rom 4:9-13  Is this blessing then upon the circumcised, or upon the uncircumcised also? For 
we say, "Faith was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness."  How then was it reckoned? While he was 
circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised; and he received the sign 
of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised, that he might 
be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be reckoned to them, 
and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also follow in the 
steps of the faith of our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised.  For the promise to Abraham 
or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law, but through the 
righteousness of faith. 

 
John 8:43 = Their Lack of Understanding 
 
"Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My word. 
 
John 8:44 = Their Real Father 
 
"You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires (EPITHUMIA) of your father. He was (IPF 
AI EIMI = he kept on being) a murderer (ANTHROPOKTONOS = a mankiller) from the beginning (goes back to 
the first man), and does not stand in the truth (OUK + PF AI HIST8MI), because there is no truth in him (OU 
+ PAI EIMI). Whenever he speaks a (the) lie, he speaks from his own nature (lit: out from himself; the word 
“nature” is not here); for he is a liar, and the father of lies. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus exposes their father. 
2. Due to their lack of faith and having no desire to “do” God’s Word, they are in the wrong family. 
3. This is because they share the desires of Satan and have not taken the step of faith to believe in 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4. Satan’s first desire was to become a god.  Isa 14:12-14 
5. His method then involved Fame, Fortune, Power and Pleasure. 
6. “The Lie” is that one can become God.  Gen 3 
7. Satan gets the credit for all falsehood. 
8. One who hates his brother is a murderer and does not have the quality of life that is available.       

1 Jn 3:14-15  We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who 
does not love abides in death.  Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 
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9. When you approach the Word of God with worldly desires, you will not know the Truth, but distort 
what is there.  (Jesus’ audience) 

 
John 8:45 = What and Who They Are Missing 
 
"But because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me. 
 
John 8:46 = The Challenge 
 
"Which one of you convicts Me of sin? If I speak truth, why do you not believe Me? 
 
John 8:47 = The Truth 
 
"He who is of God hears the words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of 
God." 
 
Summary: 
1. The Truth can be incredible but is to be accepted because it is truth and not rejected because it is 

incredible. 
2. To them the Truth is that the Truth is standing in their midst. 
3. Jesus challenges them to produce the evidence of even one sin in His life. 
4. Jesus is the only person who could ever have confidently made that challenge.  Rom 3:23  (in 

others it would be arrogance) 
 
John 8:48 = The Attack 
 
The Jews answered and said to Him, "Do we not say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?" 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus here presents the second of the three issues of discipleship: 

A. The first involves the choice of servanthood.  8:33-47 
B. The second involves the choice of obedience.  Cf 8:48-56 
C. The third involves the choice of the Master.  8:57-59 

2. Although they did not have a provable charge, they did not stop the accusations. 
3. Satan attacks by making accusations and assertions which are not based in fact. 
4. Here they try to discredit Him by association with the Samaritans and Satan himself. 
5. This was not the first time they resorted to “name-calling.”  Luke 7:34-35  "The Son of Man has 

come eating and drinking; and you say, 'Behold, a gluttonous man, and a drunkard, a friend of tax-
gatherers and sinners!'  "Yet wisdom is vindicated by all her children." 

 
John 8:49 = The Defense 
 
Jesus answered, "I do not have a demon; but I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me.  (Jesus didn’t even 
address the “Samaritan” thing) 
 
John 8:50 = The Test 
 
"But I do not seek My glory; there is One who seeks and judges. 
 
John 8:51 = The Promise 
 
"Truly, truly (the second one), I say to you, if anyone keeps (3rd Class; Aor Act Sub T8REW = may 
keep/guard) My word he shall never see death (OU M8 + Aor Act Subj THEWREW = from the word that means 
“spectator”; it means to take a good look and usually notes the careful observation of details; he will never behold 
the details of death)." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus flatly denies having a demon and once again claims to honor His Father. 
2. The Jews are actually “honoring” their “father.” 
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3. By dishonoring Jesus, they dishonor God. 
4. Jesus is not seeking glory for Himself, but the Father is seeking to glorify His Son.  John 5:22-23  

"For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, in order that all may 
honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father 
who sent Him. 

5. The Father has issued the judgment.   John 3:17-18  "For God did not send the Son into the world to 
judge the world, but that the world should be saved through Him.  "He who believes in Him is not judged; 
he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. 

6. The Son will one day execute.  John 8:15-16  "You people judge according to the flesh; I am not 
judging anyone.  "But even if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone in it, but I and He who 
sent me. 

7. If a person keeps Jesus’ Word they will live a full and abundant life, never beholding all the gory 
details of death. 

 
John 8:52 = Their Lack of Understanding 
 
The Jews said to Him, "Now we know that You have a demon. Abraham died, and the prophets also; and 
You say, 'If anyone keeps My word, he shall never taste of death (not what He said; “see” vs. “taste”).' 
 
John 8:53 = Their Reasoning 
 
"Surely You are not greater than our father Abraham, who died? The prophets died too; whom do You 
make Yourself out to be?" 
 
Summary: 
1. The Jews in their arrogance think they have proven their case for demon-possession. 
2. If the great Jews in history died, how could this obscure carpenter’s son from Galilee, who they 

accused of being a Samaritan, have the power over life and death? 
3. Darkness looks for ways to prove its claims even with the Truth and Light standing in front of it. 
4. Evil will attack by labeling a messenger of God as part of the darkness while proclaiming itself to 

be the light. 
5. Jesus is going to tell them Who He is. 
 
John 8:54 = Jesus’ Response 
 
Jesus answered, "If I glorify Myself (3rd class condition; the potential was there), My glory is nothing; it is My 
Father who glorifies Me, of whom you say, 'He is our God'; 
 
John 8:55 = Jesus’ Testimony 
 
and you have not come to know Him, but I know Him; and if I say that I do not know Him, I shall be a liar 
like you, but I do know Him, and keep His word. 
 
John 8:56 = Jesus’ Relationship to Abraham 
 
"Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad." 
 
Summary: 
1. Christ’s humanity sought no glory for Himself, for to do so would be just as the hypocrites do and 

thus would be sin.  Matt 6:2  "When therefore you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, 
they have their reward in full. 
A. This verse shows that the humanity of Jesus Christ could have sinned but was able not to 

sin. 
B. The only glory He sought was from His Father.  John 12:23-28  And Jesus answered them, 

saying, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains by itself alone; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit.  "He who loves his life loses it; and he who hates his life in this world shall keep it to life 
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eternal.  "If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall My servant also be; 
if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.  "Now My soul has become troubled; and what 
shall I say, 'Father, save Me from this hour'? But for this purpose I came to this hour.  "Father, 
glorify Thy name." There came therefore a voice out of heaven: "I have both glorified it, and will 
glorify it again." 

C. Because of His humility, the Father glorified Him.  Phil 2:5-11  Have this attitude in 
yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-
servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  And being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  Therefore 
also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven, and on earth, and under 
the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

D. He was made our Great High Priest.  Heb 5:5  So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to 
become a high priest, but He who said to Him, "Thou art My Son, today I have begotten Thee"; 

E. He glorified the Father and so are we.  Rom 15:5-7  Now may the God who gives 
perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according 
to Christ Jesus; that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Wherefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of 
God. 

2. Jesus spoke the truth about Himself, for to do otherwise would be a lie and thus sin.  The Jews 
said that God was their father and in their unbelief they were liars. 

3. Their genetic father, Abraham, rejoiced to see the Lamb who would be a substitute. 
4. He also tells them that Abraham is alive even though he died (V52) and is watching.  Heb 11:1 
 
John 8:57 = Their Lack of Understanding 
 
The Jews therefore said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old (the time of retirement of the priests), and 
have You seen Abraham?" 
 
John 8:58 = Jesus, The “I Am” 
 
Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly (the 3rd one), I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am."  (EGW EIMI = 
YAHWEH) 
 
John 8:59 = Their Attack 
 
Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself, and went out of the temple. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus clearly claims to be YAHWEH in the flesh.  John 1:1,14 
2. The Scriptures proclaim what Messiah would be: 

A. He would be David’s Lord and his son.  Ps 110:1  The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at My right 
hand, until I make Thine enemies a footstool for Thy feet."  Matt 22:43-46  He said to them, 
"Then how does David in the Spirit call Him 'Lord,' saying, 'The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at My 
right hand, until I put Thine enemies beneath Thy feet"'?  "If David then calls Him 'Lord,' how is 
He his son?"  And no one was able to answer Him a word, nor did anyone dare from that day on 
to ask Him another question. 

B. He would be a child and also God.  Isa 9:6  For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to 
us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 

C. He would be led of the Holy Spirit.  Isa 11:1-2  Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, 
and a branch from his roots will bear fruit.  And the Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the LORD. 

D. He would be despised by His countrymen.  Isa 53:1-3  Who has believed our message? And 
to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?  For He grew up before Him like a tender 
shoot, and like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty that we should 
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look upon Him, nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.  He was despised and 
forsaken of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide 
their face, He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 

3. The Jews while looking at the Truth were trying to apply the Law.  Lev 24:16  'Moreover, the one 
who blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death; all the congregation shall certainly 
stone him. The alien as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death. 

4. This is the true fulfillment of Psalm 91:10-11. 
5. Jesus here presents the third of the three issues of discipleship: 

A. The first involves the choice of servanthood.  8:33-47 
B. The second involves the choice of obedience.  Cf 8:48-56 
C. The third involves the choice of the Master.  8:57-59 

6. Will we follow the “I AM?” 
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John 9:1-12 
A Man Born Blind 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1  
4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29  
6). The Truth Will Set You Free  John 8:30-37  
7). Who Do You Think You Are?  John 8:38-59 
8). A Man Born Blind  John 9:1-12 (25-35MM) 

 
John 9:1 = The Man Born Blind 
 
And as He passed by (was leaving the Temple, so somewhere in the area), He saw a man blind from birth. 
 
John 9:2 = The Disciples Theological Question 
 
And His disciples asked Him, saying, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he should be born 
blind?" 
 
Summary: 
1. Their question comes from the common misunderstanding of the “Four Generation Curse.”  Exod 

20:5-6  "You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 
but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.  Exod 
34:6-7  Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD God, 
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth; who keeps 
lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave 
the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third 
and fourth generations."  Num 14:18  'The LORD is slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generations.'  Deut 5:9  'You shall not worship them or 
serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children, and on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 

2. The curse can be broken at any time when any of the generations turn to the Lord.  (Stop hating 
Him) 

3. The current Rabbinical thought believed that any one who was born with a physical problem had it 
as a result of parental sin. 

 
John 9:3 = The Answer 
 
Jesus answered, "It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was in order that the works 
of God might be displayed in him. 
 
Summary: 
1. Rabbinic thought did not provide for all the possibilities. 
2. Their reasoning was faulty and judgmental.  (cf Job’s friends) 

A. Faulty because it was inductive. 
B. Judgmental because it assumed the worst without having all the facts. 

3. Attempting to make sweeping spiritual decisions about all illnesses is arrogance by claiming the 
Omniscience of God. 

4. This man’s blindness was for a Divine purpose. 
5. Illness is often for the glory of the Lord to be manifested.  (Healing, testimony, comfort, ministry) 
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6. Illness probably gets people to think more than any other circumstance of life.  (Why me?  Why him 
or her?) 

7. Illness, injury, pain and death often gets people to consider the important things of life. 
 
John 9:4 = The Mission 
 
"We (you disciples and Me) must work the works of Him who sent Me, as long as it is day; night is coming, 
when no man can work. 
 
John 9:5 = The Enlightener 
 
"While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus is saying that there will come a time of spiritual darkness in accordance with the Plan of 

God when man cannot “work the works” of the Father. 
2. He is foretelling the end of the Gift of Healing. 
3. But while He is there, He lights up the spiritual darkness that is present in that generation. 
4. This special case would further demonstrate the conflict between The Light and the Prince of 

Darkness. 
 
John 9:6 = The Light That Heals 
 
When He had said this, He spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and applied the clay to his 
eyes, 
 
John 9:7 = The Test of Faith 
 
and said to him, "Go (Pres Act Imp HUPAGW = go, right now; 1st action the Lord requires him to take), wash 
(Aor Act Imp NIPTW = wash, the function; note a journey and a function-kind of like Abraham) in the pool of 
Siloam" (which is translated, sent (Pres Pas Ptc APOSTELLW)). And so he went away and washed, and came 
back seeing. 
 
Summary: 
1. The man evidently knew who Jesus was because they both had visited the Temple area many 

times. 
2. But the man did not come and ask Him for healing.  (He may have thought this to be too difficult for 

Jesus) 
3. The clay was an inference to Christ’s work in the creation of man.  Gen 2 
4. The Pool of Siloam is a test of obedience to the one sent from the One who sends. 
5. Christ tests this man’s obedience without a promise of healing. 

A. The man was sent on a long journey to wash while still blind. 
B. Humanly speaking, Christ’s action did not make sense. 
C. The obedience required some effort on the man’s part. 

6. We should be willing to obey our Lord if there are no clear-cut promises or rewards from Him. 
7. No other blind person Jesus had healed was born that way. 
8. This miracle was an object lesson in the importance of spiritual sight.  9:35-41  
9. It clearly shows the connection of faith and obedience to being able to spiritually “see.” 
10. It also shows that the Lord’s “leftovers” are powerful. 
 
John 9:8 = The Amazement of the Neighbors 
 
The neighbors therefore, and those who previously saw him as a beggar, were saying, "Is not this the one 
who used to sit and beg?" 
 
John 9:9 = The Confusion of the Neighbors 
 
Others were saying, "This is he," still others were saying, "No, but he is like him." He kept saying, "I am 
the one." 
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John 9:10 = The Neighbors Question 
 
Therefore they were saying to him, "How then were your eyes opened?" 
 
John 9:11 = The Man’s Answer 
 
He answered, "The man who is called Jesus made clay, and anointed my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to 
Siloam, and wash'; so I went away and washed, and I received sight." 
 
John 9:12 = Their Next Question–And Answer 
 
And they said to him, "Where is He?" He said, "I do not know." 
 
Summary: 
1. Unbelief in what the Lord does can lead to confusion. 
2. The man had become a faithful disciple, giving his testimony exactly as it happened.  (The man 

was a believer in the man, Jesus Christ, but he was not yet saved.) 
3. When one becomes obedient to God some prior acquaintances may not recognize you.  
4. This gives you the opportunity to tell them of the good news that has come into your life. 
5. We should also prepare for some opposition to our testimony. 
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John 9:13-34 
Kicked Out of the Synagogue 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1  
4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29  
6). The Truth Will Set You Free  John 8:30-37  
7). Who Do You Think You Are?  John 8:38-59 
8). A Man Born Blind  John 9:1-12 (25-35MM) 
9). Kicked Out of the Synagogue  John 9:13-34 

 
John 9:13 = Approaching the Leaders 
 
They (the neighbors) brought to the Pharisees him who was formerly blind. 
 
John 9:14 = The “Law” 
 
Now it was a Sabbath on the day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes. 
 
John 9:15 = The Interrogation 
 
Again, therefore, the Pharisees also were asking him how he received his sight. And he said to them, "He 
applied clay to my eyes, and I washed, and I see." 
 
John 9:16 = The Division 
 
Therefore some of the Pharisees were saying, "This man is not from God, because He does not keep the 
Sabbath." But others were saying, "How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?" And there was a 
division among them. 
 
Summary: 
1. A person who testifies of the greatness of God’s grace needs to be ready to be analyzed by the 

Legalists. 
2. Legalists are arrogant, self-sufficient, self-serving, shallow, law bound and power hungry. 
3. They are more interested in who is right than what is right.  (while professing all the time they are 

interested in doing the right thing) 
4. Notice that Jesus did not stop doing what was right and good because others accused Him of 

wrongdoing. 
5. This man did not bow to the pressure either. 
6. Their was more character in the once blind beggar than there was in the religious crowd. 
7. The Pharisees who were asking the right questions were attacked by those of their own political 

party. 
8. The once blind man was now and eyewitness of those who were truly blind. 
  
John 9:17 = The Formerly Blind Man’s Evaluation 
 
They said therefore to the blind man again, "What do you say about Him, since He opened your eyes?" 
And he said, "He is a prophet." 
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John 9:18 = They Challenge his Truthfulness 
 
The Jews therefore did not believe it of him, that he had been blind, and had received sight (similar attitude 
they had about the resurrection; it just couldn’t be true), until they called the parents of the very one who had 
received his sight, 
 
John 9:19 = They Question his Parents 
 
and questioned them, saying, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? Then how does he now 
see?" 
 
John 9:20 = His Parents Confirm his Sonship 
 
His parents answered them and said, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 
 
John 9:21 = His Parents Refuse to Confirm the Healer 
 
but how he now sees, we do not know; or who opened his eyes, we do not know. Ask him; he is of age, he 
shall speak for himself." 
 
John 9:22 = His Parents Fear 
 
His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed, that if 
anyone should confess Him to be Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue. 
 
John 9:23 = His Parents Place the Problem on their Son 
 
For this reason his parents said, "He is of age; ask him." 
 
Summary: 
1. Once again the facts do not seem to matter to those trying to hang on to strong personal 

opinions. 
2. With the limited knowledge the man had, he attributed to Christ one of the highest positions in all 

Israel-a prophet. 
3. The Pharisees challenged the man’s honesty, even though more than one witness had 

corroborated his statements. 
4. The Jews had already made up their mind about Jesus and had spread the word that no one had 

better say He is the “Messiah.” 
5. In times of pressure, those lacking faith and driven by fear, may abandon you-even those closest 

to you. 
6. Thus you share the sufferings of Christ. 
7. On the other hand, those living in appreciation of grace become bold to tell others of the One that 

sent them. 
 
John 9:24 = The Second Interrogation 
 
So a second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, "Give glory to God; we know 
that this man is a sinner." 
 
John 9:25 = The Facts 
 
He therefore answered, "Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I do know, that, whereas I was 
blind, now I see." 
 
Summary: 
1. The world will seek to change you with bold assertions.  (like evolution is true; Jesus was not God etc.) 
2. They were trying to get the “healed” to attack the “Healer.” 
3. This once blind man refuses to join them and again states the facts. 
4. You will be tested to “stand firm” in the Conflict.  Eph 6:10-12 
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John 9:26 = Their Question 
 
They said therefore to him, "What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?" 
 
John 9:27 = His Answer 
 
He answered them, "I told you already, and you did not listen; why do you want to hear it again? You do 
not want to become His disciples too, do you?" 
 
Summary: 
1. This man responds to the badgering with some sarcasm. 
2. He clearly states that he is one of Jesus’ disciples even though he might be excommunicated. 
3. He invites them to join up with Jesus. 
4. If you sarcastically respond to a legalists question, be ready for the fallout but do not return it.  1 

Cor 11:1; 1 Pet 2:23 
 
John 9:28 = Their Response 
 
And they reviled him, and said, "You are His disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 
 
Summary: 
1. If they were truly disciples of Moses, they would become disciples of Christ.  Cf John 5:45-47   
2. Legalists claim to be the standard of truth.  (They have already arrived at it, are secure in it and have 

no desire to change it) 
 
John 9:29 = Their “Safety” Net 
 
"We know that God has spoken to Moses; but as for this man, we do not know where He is from." 
 
Summary: 
1. Legalists consistently manage to miss those sent from God.  (cf the Prophets) 
2. Legalists use truth to their own self-serving ends. 
 
John 9:30 = The Man’s Sermon Begins 
 
The man answered and said to them, "Well, here is an amazing thing, that you do not know where He is 
from, and yet He opened my eyes. 
 
John 9:31 = He Assumes the Pharisees Position 
 
"We know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is God-fearing, and does His will, He hears him.  
(Nothing wrong with this man’s hearing.  Listening to the teachings of the Synagogue.  Quoting it back to them) 
 
John 9:32 = He States the Unequivocal Facts 
 
"Since the beginning of time it has never been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 
 
John 9:33 = He Draws a Logical Conclusion 
 
"If this man were not from God, He could do nothing." 
 
John 9:34 = Their Response 
 
They answered and said to him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are you teaching us?" And they put 
him out. 
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Summary: 
1. The man responds to their judgment about Christ.  He is now like a defense attorney. 
2. Magic tricks or the power of Satan could not have done what the man Jesus had done. 
3. By their own teachings (V31) they have proved that Jesus must have come from God. 
4. If he was not from God He could not have done these great things. 
5. The man had a wonderful impromptu lesson plan which they just flatly rejected. 
6. These Pharisees are intellectually arrogant: 

A. They have theology without understanding or wisdom. 
B. They do not address the real issues nor address the real facts. 
C. If they didn’t “discover” it or approve it, then it must be wrong. 

7. Notice that when those who are intellectually arrogant cannot convert you they will attack you 
without mercy and dismiss you from their presence. 
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John 9:35:41 
Lord, I Believe 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1  
4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29  
6). The Truth Will Set You Free  John 8:30-37  
7). Who Do You Think You Are?  John 8:38-59 
8). A Man Born Blind  John 9:1-12 (25-35MM) 
9). Kicked Out of the Synagogue  John 9:13-34 
10). Lord, I Believe  John 9:35-41 

 
John 9:35 = Jesus’ Question 
 
Jesus heard that they had put him out; and finding him, He said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus was concerned for the man and wanted his salvation to be completed. 
2. So Jesus asked him the world’s most important question. 
3. The title “Son of Man” was a designation of the Messiah.  Dan 7:13-14  "I kept looking in the night 

visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to 
the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him.  "And to Him was given dominion, glory and a 
kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and men of every language might serve Him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed. 

 
John 9:36 = The Man’s Question 
 
He answered and said, "And who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?" 
 
John 9:37 = Jesus’ Answer 
 
Jesus said to him, "You have both seen Him, and He is the one who is talking with you." 
 
John 9:38 = The Man’s Response 
 
And he said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped Him. 
 
Summary: 
1. The “healed” sees the “Healer’s” face for the first time. 
2. Jesus clearly states who He is, again, in front of His disciples and some Pharisees. 
3. What a contrast in responses! 
4. Notice the progression of this man’s faith: 

A. A “man called Jesus.”  V11  (His name) 
B. A “prophet.”  V17  (His works) 
C. “Sent from God.”  V33  (His mission) 
D. “Son of the Man.”  V35  (His Title) 
E. “Lord.”  V38  (His identity) 

 
John 9:39 = Jesus’ Message 
 
And Jesus said, "For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see; and that those 
who see may become blind." 
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John 9:40 = The Pharisee’s Question 
 
Those of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these things, and said to Him, "We are not blind too, are 
we?" 
 
John 9:41 = Jesus’ Answer 
 
Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no sin; but since you say, 'We see,' your sin 
remains. 
 
Summary: 
1. Christ is to be the focal point for each human being because He has taken care of the past. 
2. There response to Him brings a verdict on their future. 
3. Those who do not have spiritual sight have the potential to spiritually see. 
4. Those who claim to have spiritual sight apart from Jesus have to become blind to that attitude. 
5. The Pharisees assumed that somehow they could see without the Light of the World. 
6. Isaiah told that Messiah would give sight to the blind.  Isa 61:1-2a; Luke 4:18-19  "The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon Me, because He anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are downtrodden, To 
proclaim the favorable year of the Lord." 

7. Jesus fulfilled the prophecy.  Matt 11:4-5  And Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and report to 
John what you hear and see:  the blind receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the 
deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 

8. Pharisees will eventually fall into a pit they may have dug.  Matt 15:12-14  Then the disciples came 
and said to Him, "Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this statement?"  But 
He answered and said, "Every plant which My heavenly Father did not plant shall be rooted up.  "Let them 
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit." 

9. Spiritual blindness focuses on the things of the world rather than the things of God.  Matt 23:16-21  
"Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 'Whoever swears by the temple, that is nothing; but whoever swears 
by the gold of the temple, he is obligated.' You fools and blind men; which is more important, the gold, or 
the temple that sanctified the gold?  And, 'Whoever swears by the altar, that is nothing, but whoever 
swears by the offering upon it, he is obligated.'  "You blind men, which is more important, the offering or 
the altar that sanctifies the offering?  "Therefore he who swears by the altar, swears both by the altar and 
by everything on it.  "And he who swears by the temple, swears both by the temple and by Him who 
dwells within it. 

10. Spiritual blindness does not focus on the important things of God.  Matt 23:23-24  "Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the 
weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should 
have done without neglecting the others.  "You blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel! 

11. Spiritual blindness focuses on the external appearance rather than the internal change.  Matt 
23:25-26  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the 
dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence.  "You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of 
the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also. 

12. Spiritual blindness often claims to be the Messiah and yet the actions dishonor God.  Rom 2:17-24  
But if you bear the name "Jew," and rely upon the Law, and boast in God, and know His will, and approve 
the things that are essential, being instructed out of the Law, and are confident that you yourself are a 
guide to the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of the 
immature, having in the Law the embodiment of knowledge and of the truth, you, therefore, who teach 
another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that one should not steal, do you steal?  You who 
say that one should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob 
temples?  You who boast in the Law, through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God?  For "the 
name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you," just as it is written. 

13. Spiritual blindness cares nothing for the character traits God wants us to have.  2 Pet 1:5-9  Now 
for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral 
excellence, knowledge; and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in 
your perseverance, godliness; and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, 
love.  For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in 
the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, 
having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 
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14. Spiritual blindness claims self-sufficiency.  Rev 3:17-19  'Because you say, "I am rich, and have 
become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable 
and poor and blind and naked, I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire, that you may become 
rich, and white garments, that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness may not be 
revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes, that you may see.  'Those whom I love, I reprove and 
discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent. 
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John 10:1-6 
The Illustration 

 
5. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1  
4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29  
6). The Truth Will Set You Free  John 8:30-37  
7). Who Do You Think You Are?  John 8:38-59 
8). A Man Born Blind  John 9:1-12 (25-35MM) 
9). Kicked Out of the Synagogue  John 9:13-34 
10). Lord, I Believe  John 9:35-41 
11). The Good Shepherd  John 10:1-21 

a. The Illustration  John 10:1-6 
 
John 10:1 = Jesus Identifies Spiritual Thieves and Robbers 
 
"Truly, truly, I say to you (the Greek paragraph begins in 9:40, so Jesus was addressing Pharisees, not 
teaching about Church Government), he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the sheep, but 
climbs up (the word is usually used in John of “going up” to Jerusalem) some other way, he is a thief 
(KLEPT8S = emphasizes the stealth) and a robber (L8ST8S = deals with open plunder via violence). 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus is addressing Pharisees in the context of the healing of the man born blind. 
2. This illustration is going to deal with spiritual blindness. 
3. He is addressing the bad/false shepherds of Israel. 
4. Through stealth and violence they infiltrate the sheepfold, seeking to “shear” the sheep. 
5. Principle:  Unbelievers will seek to infiltrate the sheepfold and drain its resources. 
 
John 10:2 = Jesus Identifies the Shepherds 
 
"But he who enters by the door is a shepherd (POIM8N = without the definite article) of the sheep. 
 
Summary: 
1. Those who enter by the door become shepherds. 
2. The blind man’s parents had a responsibility to the Truth. 
3. Often people want the position and recognition without the responsibility. 
4. Principle:  We have a responsibility toward those whom we have influence or authority over. 
 
John 10:3 = The Shepherds’ Call 
 
"To him (the one seeking entry) the doorkeeper opens (the shepherd laid down across the opening of the 
sheepfold and was therefore the doorkeeper), and the sheep hear his voice, and he (the one who entered) 
calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. 
 
Summary: 
1. The sheep respond because of a relationship that has been established. 
2. The sheep assemble because they know the care and concern that the shepherd has for them.  V13 
3. Notice that the shepherd assembles and then leads. 
 
John 10:4 = The Shepherds’ Role 
 
"When he puts forth all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him because they know his 
voice. 
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John 10:5 = The Protection of the Sheep 
 
"And a stranger (ALLOTRIOS = belongs to another) they simply will not follow (OU + M8 + Fut Act Ind 
AKOLOUTHEW), but will flee from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers." 
 
Summary: 
1. Sheep react rather than respond to strangers because there is no relationship. 
2. Sheep cannot be driven, they must be led, which a good shepherd will realize. 
3. Notice that both sheep and shepherd must enter the door, so we are all sheep and shepherds.  

(There is only one Chief Shepherd) 
4. Sheep who are abused and mistreated will eventually find another shepherd to follow.  1 Pet 5:1-5 
5. Principle:  A good shepherd develops a relationship with those he leads by leading as a servant. 
6. A good shepherd does not just speak but leads, cares, nurtures, trains, and protects.  (Unlike the 

Pharisees who were aloof, isolated and considered the sheep stupid) 
  
John 10:6 = The Problem of Understanding 
 
This figure of speech (PAROIMIA = from beside the way, deviating from the usual way of speaking; an 
illustration, not a true Parable) Jesus spoke to them, but they did not understand what those things were 
which He had been saying to them. 
 
Summary: 
1. Didn’t these people claim to be the light and the sight of Israel? 
2. Principle:  When we don’t appreciate His rightful place and are more interested in ours, we lack 

understanding. 
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John 10:7-18 
The Explanation 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1  
4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29  
6). The Truth Will Set You Free  John 8:30-37  
7). Who Do You Think You Are?  John 8:38-59 
8). A Man Born Blind  John 9:1-12 (25-35MM) 
9). Kicked Out of the Synagogue  John 9:13-34 
10). Lord, I Believe  John 9:35-41 
11). The Good Shepherd  John 10:1-21 

a. The Illustration  John 10:1-6 
b. The Explanation  John 10:7-18 

 
John 10:7 = Identity of the Door 
 
Jesus therefore said to them again, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I (Myself) am the door of the sheep (to the 
exclusion of all others). 
 
Summary: 
1. This is the key to the interpretation of this passage. 
2. Jesus is the Door, the Doorkeeper and the Good Shepherd. 
3. Principle:  Jesus Christ is to be the focal point of all who have a responsibility toward others. 
 
John 10:8 = Identity of the False Shepherds 
 
"All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. 
 
Summary: 
1. This did not include Moses or the Prophets, since they did not claim to be the Messiah. 
2. But, the Pharisees thought themselves to be the Messiah of Israel, so they are the thieves and 

robbers. 
3. Spiritual Israel did not accept their claims. 
4. Principle:  Believers in Jesus Christ accept no one else as Messiah. 
 
John 10:9 = Identity of the Door Keeper 
 
"I (Myself) am the door; if (3rd class condition) anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved, and shall go in 
and out, and find pasture. 
 
Summary: 
1. There is only one legitimate way to enter the sheepfold, through The Door, Jesus Christ.  John 14:6 
2. The choice is left to the individual. 
3. There are four promises associated with entering through The Door. 

A. Salvation provides our Security. 
B. “Going in” and being known by name provides our Significance. 
C. “Going out” means that we have a Ministry. 
D. “Finding pasture” means we will be Sustained. 
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John 10:10 = The Conflict 
 
"The thief comes only to steal (Aor Act Sub KLEPTW = thieves love the darkness rather than the light; covert 
activity), and kill (Aor Act Sub THUW = to offer as a sacrifice; i.e. you), and destroy (Aor Act Sub APOLLUMI = 
to ruin; not loss of being but of well-being); I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly 
(PERISSOS = to abound). 
 
Summary: 
1. The thief’s covert activity will offer you as a sacrifice to his god with the intent of ruining you.  

(What the Pharisees are going to do to Jesus) 
2. A good shepherd’s intentions are in stark contrast to those of a false shepherd. 
3. Principle:  The Messiah gives while the counterfeits take.  (steal) 
4. Principle:  The Messiah offers Himself while the counterfeits offer someone else.  (sacrifice) 
5. Principle:  The Messiah seeks to protect while the counterfeits seek to ruin. 
6. The abundant life is found in listening to the Master’s voice. 
 
John 10:11 = The Good Shepherd’s Selflessness 
 
"I (Myself) am the good (KALOS = inherently good) shepherd; the good shepherd lays down (Pres Act Ind 
TITH8MI = is laying down and will continue to) His life (soul) for (HUPER = on behalf of) the sheep. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus tells us of inherently good character traits that are found in Him-the Good Shepherd. 
2. He has set the example for all shepherds to follow. 

A. They are a living sacrifice. 
B. Their soul makes decisions to benefit the sheep. 
C. They are led by what is good for the sheep. 

3. Jesus is: 
A. The Good Shepherd which points us to His Sacrifice. 
B. The Great Shepherd which points us to His Resurrection.  Heb 13:20 
C. The Chief Shepherd which points us to His Return.  1 Pet 5:4 

4. Principle:  A good shepherd places those he leads first and is willing to sacrifice self for the 
benefit of others.  (unpleasant and even painful decisions may sometimes be necessary) 

 
John 10:12 = The False Shepherds’ Selfishness 
  
"He who is a hireling (MISTHWTOS = wage earner; in it for the money), and not a shepherd, who is not the 
owner of the sheep, beholds the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep, and flees, and the wolf snatches 
them (Pres Act Ind HARPADZW), and scatters them. 
 
John 10:13 = The False Shepherd’s Root Problem 
 
"He flees because he is a hireling, and is not concerned about the sheep. 
 
Summary: 
1. One who is motivated by money cannot properly shepherd.  1 Tim 6:10 
2. This person is self-centered and only considers the danger to himself rather than to others. 
3. The wolf can be in “sheep’s” clothing.  Acts 20:29; 2 Cor 11:14 
4. A false/bad shepherd is primarily interested in what the sheep can do for him.  (may not be just 

money; can be fame, power etc.) 
5. Principle:  the love of money and self-centeredness are a deadly combination for the sheep. 
 
John 10:14 = The Good Shepherd’s Relationship 
 
"I am the good shepherd; and I know (Pres Act Ind GINWSKW = right then and forever) My own, and My own 
know Me (Pres Act Ind GINWSKW), 
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John 10:15 = The Good Shepherd’s Sacrifice 
 
even as (KATHEW) the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus restates His relationship to Believers and to the Father that is based on knowledge and 

personal sacrifice. 
2. Notice that the Good Shepherd willingly stood between His sheep and the Enemy and did not flee 

when he approached. 
 
John 10:16 = The Good Shepherd’s Intentions 
 
"And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they shall hear My voice; 
and they shall become one flock with one shepherd. 
 
Summary: 
1. The other sheep must refer to Gentiles which would not win any popularity contests with the 

Pharisees. 
2. Part of Christ’s mission was to unite the Jew and Gentile.  Eph 2:11-22 
3. Principle:  We are designed to be one flock with one shepherd. 
 
John 10:17 = The Father’s Love for the Good Shepherd 
 
"For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. 
 
John 10:18 = Control over the Good Shepherd’s Life 
 
"No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, 
and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father." 
 
Summary: 
1. One reason the Father loves the Son is because of the Son’s total dedication to the Father’s will. 
2. This is most notably seen in His willingness to give His life for others. 
3. This was the Cornerstone of the Father’s love. 
4. Perfect humanity could not die since it was not subject to the curse of Adam. 
5. So Jesus was given permission to decide to die and then to take it up again.  (He could have 

decided we weren’t worth it) 
6. Death without Resurrection though would leave the sheep without a shepherd.  Matt 26:31-32 
7. The Lord’s death was not due to the power of the enemy, but from His choice to die for the sins of 

the world. 
8. Principle:  A good shepherd is totally dedicated to the Father’s will and thus becomes a willing 

sacrifice. 
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John 10:19-21 
The Conversation 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1  
4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29  
6). The Truth Will Set You Free  John 8:30-37  
7). Who Do You Think You Are?  John 8:38-59 
8). A Man Born Blind  John 9:1-12 (25-35MM) 
9). Kicked Out of the Synagogue  John 9:13-34 
10). Lord, I Believe  John 9:35-41 
11). The Good Shepherd  John 10:1-21 

a. The Illustration  John 10:1-6 
b. The Explanation  John 10:7-18 
c. The Conversation  John 10:19-21 

 
John 10:19 = Rejection–Again 
 
There arose a division again among the Jews because of these words. 
 
John 10:20 = Attack–Again 
 
And many of them were saying, "He has a demon and is insane. Why do you listen to Him?" 
 
John 10:21 = Valid Questions–Again 
 
Others were saying, "These are not the sayings of one demon-possessed. A demon cannot open the eyes 
of the blind, can he?" 
 
Summary: 
1. The Truth will divide people. 
2. Christ clearly had the power over death and illness, but could He have the power to decide to die 

and live again? 
3. We must analyze the facts and decide. 
 
Shepherding: 
1. All who come to the Father through Jesus the Son become shepherds of the sheep.  John 10:1-10 
2. All Church leaders are to be shepherds.  Acts 20:28  "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, 

among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He 
purchased with His own blood. 

3. Some Believers receive a Spiritual Gift of shepherding and their responsibility is to teach others 
how to shepherd.  Eph 4:11-12  And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as 
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 

4. The Father desires us to be equipped to shepherd His sheep.  Heb 13:20-21  Now the God of peace, 
who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
even Jesus our Lord, equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in 
His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

5. So, we begin by presenting ourselves to The Shepherd, the Lord Jesus Christ.  1 Pet 2:25  For you 
were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your 
souls. 

6. We accept the responsibilities of a shepherd.  John 21:15-17  So when they had finished breakfast, 
Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you." He said to him, "Tend My lambs."  He said to him again a second time, 



 94

"Simon, son of John, do you love me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said to 
him, "Shepherd My sheep."  He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" Peter 
was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to Him," Lord, you 
know all things; you know that I love you. "Jesus said to him," tend My sheep. 

7. We lead by example.  1 Pet 5:1-4  Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, shepherd the 
flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will 
of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your 
charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.  And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 
the unfading crown of glory. 

8. S-H-E-P-H-E-R-D: 
Sacrifice 
Humility 
Encouragement 
Protection 
Healing 
Example 
Responsibility 
Devotion 
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John 10:22-30 
 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1  
4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29  
6). The Truth Will Set You Free  John 8:30-37  
7). Who Do You Think You Are?  John 8:38-59 
8). A Man Born Blind  John 9:1-12 (25-35MM) 
9). Kicked Out of the Synagogue  John 9:13-34 
10). Lord, I Believe  John 9:35-41 
11). The Good Shepherd  John 10:1-21 
12). Threatened with Stoning  John 10:22-42 

a. The Question and Answer  John 10:22-30 
 
John 10:22 = The Timing 
 
At that time the Feast of the Dedication took place at Jerusalem; 
 
Summary: 
1. This Feast is now known as Hanukkah. 
2. It was established December 25, 165 B.C. as a memorial to the purification and rededication of the 

Temple by Judas Maccabeus. 
 
John 10:23 = The Location 
 
it was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple in the portico of Solomon (this was a long walkway 
covered by a roof supported on pillars on the east side of the Temple.  It was a shelter from the heat in the 
summer and from the cold rain in the winter). 
 
Summary: 
1. The Shelter from the storm was standing in the shelter from the storm. 
2. He was going to give them some truth that would calm them in any storm if they would believe it. 
3. This was an informal place to meet people and teach them, because there was always someone 

looking for some “shelter.” 
 
John 10:24 = The Jews’ Question 
 
The Jews therefore gathered around Him (Aor Act Ind KUKLOW = to encircle), and were saying to Him, 
"How long will You keep us in suspense (Pres Act Ind AIRW = keep lifting us up)? If You are the Christ, tell 
us plainly (PARR8SIA =  with all spoken word, plainly)." 
 
Summary: 
1. The Jews encircled Christ to see if they could intimidate Him into answering their question. 
2. He already had answered their questions, many times over, but they had refused to listen and 

accept the answers, so they were seeking to entrap Him by means of intimidation. 
3. Times of intimidation are opportunities for faith.  Luke 21:20  "But when you see Jerusalem 

surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is at hand. 
4. Sometimes we may need to “circle the wagons” for prayer for one in our midst.  Acts 14:19-20  But 

Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the multitudes, they stoned Paul and 
dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.  But while the disciples stood around him, he 
arose and entered the city. And the next day he went away with Barnabas to Derbe. 

5. At other times, by faith, we might encircle the enemy.  Heb 11:30  By (very little) faith the walls of 
Jericho fell down, after they had been encircled for seven days. 

6. Their question is, “Are you the Messiah?” 
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A. If you are, throw out the Romans. 
B. If you are not, we will look elsewhere. 

 
John 10:25 = Jesus’ Answer–Their Unbelief 
 
Jesus answered them, "I told you (Aor Act Ind LEGW = point of time), and you do not believe (OU + Pres Act 
Ind PISTEUW = you are not believing); the works that I (Myself) do (Pres Act Ind POIEW = am doing) in My 
Father's name, these bear witness (Pres Act Ind MARTUREW = are bearing witness) of Me. 
 
John 10:26 = They Did Not Hear the Shepherd’s Voice 
 
"But you do not believe (OU + Pres Act Ind PISTEUW = are not believing), because you are not (OUK + Pres 
Act Ind EIMI = are not being) of My sheep. 
 
John 10:27 = Some Did Hear the Shepherd’s Voice 
 
"My sheep hear (Pres Act Ind AKOUW = are hearing) My voice, and I know them (Pres Act Ind GINWSKW = 
am knowing them), and they follow Me (Pres Act Ind AKOLOUTHEW = are following); 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus had clearly told them who He was. 
2. But they did not believe it, so they were not hearing His voice and thus were not His sheep. 
3. His works spoke for themselves of who He was.  Cf John 5 
4. To become a sheep of the Lord’s, one must first believe that belief in Him will provide eternal life-

i.e. they must hear the primary message in the sense of accepting it. 
5. Those who have “heard” and thus accepted the primary message are His sheep and thus are able 

to hear more because they have become His disciples. 
 
John 10:28 = Those Who Hear Are Secure in Christ 
 
and I give (Pres Act Ind DIDWMI = am giving) eternal life to them (those who hear His voice and thus become 
His sheep), and they shall never perish (OU + M8 + Aor Act Sub APOLLUMI = come to ruination; loss of well-
being; keep in mind that we must always look first at the spiritual issues of life); and no one (OUK + TIS = not 
anyone) shall snatch (Fut Act Ind HARPADZW = rapture) them out of My hand. 
 
John 10:29 = They Are also Secure in Daddy 
 
"My Father, who has given them (Pf Act Ind DIDWMI = has given with results that last forever) to Me, is 
greater than all; and no one (OUDEIS = more extensive in scope than OUK TIS in that this extends beyond the 
realm of human beings to the angelic realm) is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand (Pres Pas Ind 
DUNAMAI = is being able + Pres Act Inf HARPADZW = to snatch them; in the now). 
 
John 10:30 = The Plain Fact 
 
"I and the Father are one." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus states His authority to give Eternal Life, something that only God could do.  John 3:16  "For 

God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life. 

2. Remember just a couple of months before He had told them that He was indeed the “I AM” and 
then proceeded to heal a man born blind. 

3. Those who don’t believe have been blinded by Satan and are in a constant state of ruination.  2 
Cor 4:3-4  And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose case the god 
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

4. Ruination stops when one receives the love of the Truth.  2 Thes 2:8-10  With the breath of His 
mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; that is, the one whose coming is in accord 
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with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, and with all the deception of 
wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. 

5. Even the heavens and earth can receive this ruination.  Heb 1:10-12  And, "You, Lord, in the 
beginning did lay the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works of Your hands; They will 
perish, but You remain; and they all will become old as a garment, And as a mantle You will roll them up; 
as a garment they will also be changed. But You are the same, and Your years will not come to an end. " 

6. When one accepts Jesus Christ and receives Eternal Life, they are promised that they will never 
undergo an eternal ruination.  Cf 2 Pet 1:2 

7. Even the spiritual thieves cannot take your Eternal Life.  John 10:10  "The thief comes only to steal, 
and kill, and destroy; I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly. 

8. No person at any point in the future will be able to take a sheep from the Hand of the Shepherd. 
9. The Shepherd’s Father, who is greater than anyone, gave the Son the sheep. 
10. As the sheep are in the Son’s hand, so is the Son and the sheep in the Father’s hand. 
11. No creature can at any point in time take you from the Father’s hand. 

A. They take over part of the earthly domain.  Matt 11:12  "And from the days of John the Baptist 
until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force. 

B. They can no longer take away the gospel seed of salvation.  Matt 13:19  "When anyone 
hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road. 

C. The wolf need not worry you either.  John 10:12  "He who is a hireling, and not a shepherd, 
who is not the owner of the sheep, beholds the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep, and flees, and 
the wolf snatches them, and scatters them. 

12. When one hears the primary message of the Shepherd, entry is made into the Hands of the Son 
and the Father. 

13. Being in His hand is the safest place that exists. 
14. This peace in the midst of the storm will let us face anything in this world.  2 Cor 4:7-9  (Remember 

where this message is coming from)  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing 
greatness of the power may be of God and not from ourselves; we are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 

15. One day we will get “snatched out” of this world.  1Thes 4:17-18  Then we who are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always 
be with the Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

16. It will be a marvelous experience.  2 Cor 12:2-4  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago-- 
whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows-- such a man was caught 
up to the third heaven.  And I know how such a man-- whether in the body or apart from the body I do not 
know, God knows--was caught up into Paradise, and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not 
permitted to speak. 

17. Until then we need to be available to snatch others out of the fire they are facing.  Jude 1:22-23  
And have mercy on some, who are doubting; save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some 
have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh. 

 
Reasons We are Secure In Christ: 
1. It is logical that if salvation is by grace, then salvation cannot be lost. 

A. If salvation is by grace through faith, then works are ruled out as a means of either 
security or salvation.  Ephesians 2:8-9 

B. If God did the most for us while we were His enemies, i.e. save us, would He not do less 
for us now that we are saved, i.e. keep us saved?  Romans 5:9-10 

2. Our position in Christ indicates our Security. 
A. Direct Statement.  Romans 8:1 
B. The love of God for the Believer is equal to God's love for His Son, since we are now sons.  

John 1:12-13; Romans 8:38-39; Ephesians 1:5-8 
C. The fact that we already share Christ's resurrection.  Ephesians 2:6 
D. The "head" cannot remove members of the body and have a complete body.  1 Corinthians 

12:13 
3. If the "new birth" constitutes us a "sons" of God, and thus part of God’s family, then our failures 

cannot change who is our father.  John 1:12-13; Galatians 3:26; John 3:1-21 
4. In Acts 16:31, Greek tense for “believe” is Aorist meaning a point of time.  The phrase “shall be 

saved” is a Future tense which is used to indicate a promise. 
5. There are several types given in Scripture to illustrate our Security. 
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A. Noah's Ark.  1 Peter 3:20-21 
B. The Red Sea Crossing.  1 Corinthians 10:1-2 
C. The Breastplate Attached to the Ephod.  Exodus 28:22-28 

6. Christ’s present ministry at the Right Hand of the Father also portrays our security. 
A. We have an Advocate with the Father.  1 John 2:1-2; Revelation 2:10 
B. His Mediatorship involves a "man-in-the-middle."  Galatians 3:20; 1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 

8:6; 9:15; 12:24 
C. His Intercession is for His elect.  Romans 8:31-35 

7. If we become Faithless, He will still be faithful to His promises. 
A. We can deny Him, but He cannot deny us salvation since He will not renege on a Promise.  

2 Timothy 2:13 
B. He can deny us some eternal blessings.  2 Timothy 2:12 

8. The ministry of the Holy Spirit teaches our Security. 
A. The Holy Spirit regenerates and since we are born of incorruptible seed, we cannot again 

die.  1 Corinthians 15:42,52; 1 Peter 1:22-25; John 11:25-26 
B. The Holy Spirit indwells the believer at salvation and is the down payment on our 

resurrection body.  Romans 8:9; 1 John 2:27; 2 Corinthians 1:22 
C. The Holy Spirit baptizes us into union with Christ.  Romans 8:9; 1 John 2:27 
D. The Holy Spirit seals us with respect to the day of redemption.  2 Corinthians 1:21-22; 

Ephesians 1:13,14; 4:30 
9. God’s essence is compatible with our Security. 

A. His Sovereignty has decided that those who believe in Jesus shall be saved.  He is the 
King and sets the standards.  John 17:2-3; 2 Peter 3:9; Ephesians 1:5-8; Romans 8:28-31 

B. His Love will not change for us, especially now that we are his children.  Romans 8:38-39; 
John 3:16 

C. His Immutability guarantees that He will not change His mind about the means of 
salvation.  2 Timothy 2:13; John 3:16; 5:24; 6:35,37; 10:28-29 

D. His Veracity (Truthfulness) guarantees that He is telling us the Truth.  Titus 1:2 
E. His Omnipotence guarantees the power to save us.  John 6:39; 10:28; 1 Peter 1:5; Jude 1 
F. His Omniscience has always known those who would believe and guarantees that He will 

not forget us.  Acts 15:8; John 10:14 
G. His Omnipresence indicates that He was there as a witness when you accepted Christ as 

savior.  Ps 139:7-10 
H. His Righteousness was satisfied by Christ on the Cross, so that He might give it to us who 

have faith.  Romans 4:3-8; Ps 32:2 
I. His Eternal Life guarantees that there is eternal life to offer.  John 3:15,16; 4:13-14; 5:24; 

6:39,40,47; 10:28 
J. His Justice has been satisfied so He has the right to pardon us.  1 John 2:2 

10. Jesus Christ prayed for our Security.  John 17 
11. Our salvation is complete, thus it is Secure. 

A. Since all sins were judged at the cross, sins cannot undo our salvation.  Psalms 103:12; 
Isaiah 1:18 

B. Since Old Testament saints received righteousness based on faith (Genesis 15:6 cf 
Romans 4:3), the sin of unbelief was not imputed to Christ.  Romans 4:6-8 

C. Belief in Christ was the basis for salvation prior to the Church Age.  Genesis 15:6; Isaiah 
28:16; John 3:5,10; 1 Peter 2:6 

D. All who take refuge in Christ will not be ashamed.  Psalms 34:22 
12. There is an argument from silence that we are Secure. 

A. There is no command found anywhere in Scripture to be saved again. 
B. There is no record of anyone being saved more than once. 
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John 10:31-39 
The Response and Proof 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1  
4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29  
6). The Truth Will Set You Free  John 8:30-37  
7). Who Do You Think You Are?  John 8:38-59 
8). A Man Born Blind  John 9:1-12 (25-35MM) 
9). Kicked Out of the Synagogue  John 9:13-34 
10). Lord, I Believe  John 9:35-41 
11). The Good Shepherd  John 10:1-21 
12). Threatened with Stoning  John 10:22-42 

a. The Question and Answer  John 10:22-30 
b. The Response and Proof  John 10:31-39 

 
John 10:31 = Here They Go Again 
 
The Jews took up stones again to stone Him. 
 
Summary: 
1. He offers them the safest place anywhere and they seek to destroy Him. 
2. If He is strong enough to keep them eternally secure, what could rocks do to Him? 
3. This is the futility of fighting against God. 
 
John 10:32 = Jesus’ Question 
 
Jesus answered them, "I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you 
stoning Me?" 
 
John 10:33 = Their Charges 
 
The Jews answered Him, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, 
being a man, make Yourself out to be God." 
 
Summary: 
1. The Jews did not charge Him based on the quality of His works but rather the nature of His claims. 
2. Jesus did not tell them that they had misunderstood His claims to Deity, so He had told them who 

He was and they had understood it. 
3. There is no act for which they can stone Him, so they have reached a verdict apart from the Law. 
4. They were about to execute a man without due process of the Law. 
 
John 10:34 = Jesus Quotes the Scripture 
 
Jesus answered them, "Has it not been written in your Law, 'I said, you are gods'? 
 
Summary: 
1. In Psalm 82:8, God addresses a group of people He calls “gods.”  Psalm 82:1-8 (Psalm of Asaph) 

1 God takes His stand in His own congregation (Jesus); He judges in the midst of the rulers. 
2 How long will you judge unjustly, and show partiality to the wicked? Selah. 
3 Vindicate the weak and fatherless; do justice to the afflicted and destitute. 
4 Rescue the weak and needy; deliver them out of the hand of the wicked. 
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5 They do not know nor do they understand; they walk about in darkness; all the foundations of the 
earth are shaken. 

6 I (Elohim) said, "You are gods, and all of you are sons of the Most High. 
7 "Nevertheless you will die like men, and fall like any one of the princes." 
8 Arise, O God, judge the earth! For it is You who do possess all the nations. 

2. These “gods” are the rulers of the people who are acting in an ungodly way.  Psalm 82:2-5 
3. He gives them a “riddle” to think about, which stops them in their tracks. 
 
John 10:35 = Jesus’ Observation 
 
"If he called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot be broken), 
 
John 10:36 = Jesus’ Question 
 
do you say of Him, whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, 'You are blaspheming,' because I 
said, 'I am the Son of God'? 
 
Summary: 
1. The challenge Jesus gives them is to learn to think. 
2. There is only One God.  Deut 6:5 
3. So the rulers God is addressing in the Psalm who are acting in an ungodly way, are making their 

own laws and thus proclaiming themselves to be a god. 
4. This group of people were “gods” in their own minds because they were trying to kill the true Son 

of God. 
5. They were the blasphemers, and should actually stone one another. 
6. Jesus’ rebuttal shows the inconsistency in their legalism.  They instantly proclaim themselves 

judge, jury and executioners of the Law without giving the accused its due process. 
 
John 10:37 = Jesus’ Challenge 
 
"If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; 
 
John 10:38 = Jesus’ Invitation 
 
but if I do them, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that 
the Father is in Me, and I in the Father." 
 
John 10:39 = The “gods” Response 
 
Therefore they were seeking again to seize Him, and He eluded their grasp. 
 
Summary: 
1. The test of Jesus’ Deity is the quality of His works. 
2. They were more interested in when He did them rather than what He did. 
3. Jesus told them that if His works did not bear witness of His claims then don’t believe Him. 
4. But also if His works do bear witness, then they should join Him. 
5. If they are honest in their evaluation, they will come to Him. 
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John 10:40-42 
The Return to John’s Area 

 
4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 

A. The Bread of Life 
B. The Good Shepherd 

1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36  
3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1  
4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29  
6). The Truth Will Set You Free  John 8:30-37  
7). Who Do You Think You Are?  John 8:38-59 
8). A Man Born Blind  John 9:1-12 (25-35MM) 
9). Kicked Out of the Synagogue  John 9:13-34 
10). Lord, I Believe  John 9:35-41 
11). The Good Shepherd  John 10:1-21 
12). Threatened with Stoning  John 10:22-42 

a. The Question and Answer  John 10:22-30 
b. The Response and Proof  John 10:31-39 
c. The Return to John’s Area  John 10:40-42 

 
John 10:40 = The Return to the Beginning 
 
And He went away again beyond the Jordan to the place where John was first baptizing, and He was 
staying there. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus went back to the place where He was baptized and His public ministry began. 
2. This is where He received His Father’s Blessing upon His Ministry. 
3. This is also a place where the Jewish rulers had no authority. 
 
John 10:41 = Some Correctly Evaluated the Facts 
 
And many came to Him and were saying, "While John performed no sign, yet everything John said about 
this man was true." 
 
John 10:42 = Many Believed the Facts 
 
And many believed in Him there. 
 
Summary: 
1. No one could cast the first stone. 
2. The Shelter in the time of storm was sheltered in the time of storm. 
3. Notice His calmness in the midst of this pressure. 
4. Notice the encouragement He receives. 

A. From the place where His Father blessed Him. 
B. From those who accept His message. 

5. Notice that the faithful witness of one person often is a trigger to faith in an unbeliever. 
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